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These last few weeks over Christmas and New Year have been a quieter time with patients. More rainfall has improved access to clean water in the communities and has also boosted the growth of crops and fruit. Combined with the holiday period and rest for people from their work, particularly from the ranches, has meant less sickness generally. We had a student nurse on placement with us for a couple of weeks in December which was great, as she did a health survey in one of the local communities. We also confirmed several new cases of Tuberculosis and at last obtained TB medications from the government, after more than 4 weeks of national shortage. 

Sadly, there have been several news reports here of the high numbers of fatalities over the holiday period: 147 deaths due to various causes, including alcohol related traffic accidents, abuse of firearms and fireworks, ‘crimes of passion’ and suicide. To many Paraguayans these statistics seem unsurprising. It is certainly a huge cause for concern and prayer.

It is January 2010 and I have just left the Chaco and my work with the indigenous Indians of Paraguay, to shortly return to England. As I reflect over my time here in Paraguay, I am full of gratitude that I could be here to appreciate some of the challenges and needs, whilst supporting B as a fellow Christian nurse. I have had many opportunities to build my faith and medical skills. Greater than this however, I have been learning about development and faith needs; how to serve others to promote their development, autonomy and health in the widest sense of the word. The issues are complex, multi-layered and certainly not easy to define. As a Christian I have seen the deep need of God- material and development needs are only part of the picture. Learning how to serve from respectful humility as Jesu! s did (Philippians 2 v1-11) rather than arrogant paternalism is essential.

Beryl and I celebrated a lovely Christmas with several guests, including those who had been working hard doing Christmas evangelistic puppet shows in the communities and churches over the previous days. They did a presentation at the ranch which seemed to be much appreciated. I enjoyed making mincemeat under B’s tutelage- I only hope the smell of brandy emanating from the pot in the clinic fridge was not too noticeable to patients!! As I leave Beryl too, I am concerned and praying for God to provide support and fellowship for her to partner in the work she does. This is a continuing point for prayer, for the person, place and means for someone to work with her in the future. 

So what’s next for me? I return to England for the next couple of months for a time of reflection, adjustment and preparation. In March, I expect to start a job working for VSO (Voluntary Service Overseas) in Cambodia, as a Nurse Advisor. I am praying God will continue to guide my steps in all things and that I would be able to return to the Chaco to nurse in the future. As we say here, ‘Si el Senyor quiere’ that is, God willing. Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails (Proverbs 19 v 21).  

Praise: For time here to serve, to grow and to understand; for rain improving life for people and animals here; for opportunity to treat patients, for available medicines; for blessed time with friends celebrating Christmas.

Prayer: For B to continue in faithful service here, especially for God to uphold her in times of tiredness and weakness; for those bereaved and hurt through fatalities over the holiday period- that they would be comforted (2 Corinthians 1 v 3-5); for God to bring me back to Paraguay in his perfect way and timing.  
  
This is my last newsletter sent from Paraguay, since I return to England later this month. I would like to thank you for your support to me during my time here; particularly those who have prayed for me, as well as those who have sent post! to me here. I hope as you have partnered with me in this service and experience, you too have been blessed and known the power and love of Christ at work. 

