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December 2010

Dear Praying Friends,

Even though I haven’t written a Crònica since May, I think all of you will have received, by some route or other, updates on my health since then.  The latest is that I have just started round 5 of chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer.  Regular blood test results have been “good”, improving all the time, and a CAT scan in mid-November also showed some improvement.  The specialist, understandably, was not to be drawn on changing the prognosis at this early stage of treatment. Round 6 will begin on 11th January after all the fiestas here and take me to the third week of January, when they will probably do a further scan before deciding what comes next.  I am well pleased with the specialist and with the treatment I am receiving, and know that by staying here my treatment is several weeks ahead of what it would have been had I returned to UK on leaving hospital in mid-September.  Long term plans depend on how things continue to develop, and will require continual wisdom and clear direction from the Lord.  I continue to feel well, with only minor side effects from the chemo, but two weeks rest between rounds 4 and 5 went down very well!  Now that I no longer need a “meals on wheels” service or help with shopping and am trying  to lead a normal life as far as possible, church members are finding it difficult to know how to “pastor the pastor”, although they continue to be very concerned and prayerful. I give thanks daily for the Lord’s faithfulness – and yours for standing by me in prayer. 


Meanwhile the church has been managing really quite well.  The PCC has assumed responsibility for the running of the church and are responding well to the challenge.  On 12th October Dani received from Bishop Carlos his licence as a Reader, the first here in Sabadell for many years.  There is another, Antoni, in training; Jordi and Anna Lidia occasionally lead services and run a good All-Age service; Israel is learning to preach.  The three relatively local Anglican ministers from Barcelona and Reus take turns to preside at Holy Communion, and pastors from other evangelical churches are occasionally invited to preach (they have been very supportive to me personally).  Pascual has taken on the organisation of the weekly distribution of food parcels; María I. runs the Grup de Gent Gran; the Sunday School, Prayer Meeting and Young Adults continue as before.  Lorena and María R. have been leading two of the fortnightly Growth Groups using material I have provided and, to keep my hand in, I have been leading the third.  Please pray for each of these leaders, that they grow into maturity in the Lord, and learn to fully depend on Him and not on merely natural ability.

One of the weakest aspects of the church’s ministry is currently the pastoral care, although some of that is happening as people visit me and as I have begun to be out and about more.  To remedy this, we are working on training a pastoral care team.  During a weekend in November, Peter Jordan did a workshop with the four prospective members of this team (and others interested in the subject), teaching them about listening and how to manage a basic pastoral visit.  Early in the New Year I will discuss with them the practicalities of making such a team work and hopefully we can launch it towards the end of January.  Since we are only a small church with a limited number of people to choose from the likely members of the team already have other responsibilities; they are Dani, Israel, María I. and Lidia.  Pray for them preparing for this new role and their acceptance by the wider congregation – without their embracing it, it won’t work!

Looking ahead here are some items from the church calendar for the next month or so:

16th December
Christmas tea-party for the Grup de Gent Gran, “the Golden Oldies”.

18th December
Christmas party and distribution of toys for the children of the families who collect a weekly food parcel.


Also a meeting of the Diocesan Standing Committee in Madrid, which I will not be attending this time.

19th December
A group from Sabadell will lead the music at a Carol Service for the church in Barcelona.  We’ll use the same material at the Sabadell service on the 26th.

8th January
United New Year service organised by the Consell Evangèlic de Catalaunya at which I am to be presented with their medal for 2010.  I feel vey humbled by this as there are many others more worthy of the honour.

22nd January
Ecumenical service for the Week of Prayer for Chrisian Unity, for which this time we are the hosts.

29th January
Annual meeting with the renewal of the PCC.

Other plans for 2011 include a repeat of our 24/7 prayer weekend held last July with help from a team from St. Aldate’s, Oxford.  

I have been quite overwhelmed with messages of support and encouragement and assurance of people's prayers. There is still a backlog in replying personally to you all, so please be patient!  A number of visitors from England - family, friends and people from Link churches – have come to spend time with me, and to pray with me and for me, and they have been special times.  Not least, my two brothers and sister who came to help me celebrate my birthday – including the brother who lives in Australia and whom I hadn’t seen in more than ten years.  

Marion Forrester has generously be sending out my prayer letters for many, many years, and I want to wholeheartedly thank her.  From the New Year onwards CMS will be sending out this quarterly Crònica in their own in-house format and to that end I will be making the mailing list available to them.  For obvious reasons they would prefer to send as many as possible by email, so if you currently receive this by ordinary post, but have an email address that you don’t think I have, could I ask you to please let me have it.

Finally it just remains to wish you a wonder-full and meaning-full Christmas as we celebrate the coming of Emmanuel, God with us.  

With love in the Lord Jesus

Sue

Crònica Catalana
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