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April 2012

Dear friends and supporters,

We would like to take this opportunity of greeting you and thanking you as always for your on-going prayers and support. Here is a short update about our ministry with the Conexão youth ministry here in Recife.

In late 2011, over a period of ten days, the church Youth Centre was broken into three times, and many things were stolen, including computer and other equipment, money for the camp to be held in January, as well as weekly collection monies. The estimated value was £5,400. We were very sad, but confident that the work should not stop. "... And upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it." Matthew 16:18 - God touched many hearts of our community members, parents of young non-Christians who attend the Conexão and many teenagers, and we were able to raise £3,500 for replacement items.  Some people have also donated a new sound desk. Now there is only a camcorder and PlayStation needing to be replaced.  
· We praise God for his provision of these items to enable the important youth work to continue. Please pray with us that the youth centre will be safe and secure in future.
2012 began with several new features here at Conexão! 
In January we held a week long camp with about 200 people, and many conversions happened. 
The new Conexão Girl’s movement started soon after the camp using Facebook. Danielle set up the group and in less than an hour there were 60 girls in the group and within a week 180. Using this network they are now able to chat about girl orientated topics like love, beauty, difficulties and joys. 
In the light of the success of Conexão Girls, two ‘live’ events with music, dance and Bible study all with a feminine slant have already taken place, and more  is in the planning  stage.

· Please pray for our new girls’ movement: that the young people will bring their enthusiasm and faith into all we do, and that the Lord Jesus will bless and strengthen them.  

· Pray with us for the Happening #11 three day event which takes place in late April. This is a evangelistic movement for young people between the ages of 15 and 19)

Sadly some of our cell groups (PLUGS), had to close this year because their leaders were studying at night in college, but we believe that these problems will soon be resolved. We have some young people starting the process of discipleship, and studying the ITEL (Institute of Theology and Leadership) course at our church, and are planning eventually to divide the groups and form new smaller cell groups as before. 

· Praise the Lord for all the young people involved in the training programmes. Pray that as they are equipped for leadership the cell groups will form and that growth and discipleship will take place.

Numbers are growing and we are beginning to be unable to comfortably fit in everyone who is attending our meetings. There is insufficient seating (we have space for 100, but often 200 or even 300 people attend at peak times) and there is no air-conditioning. We have set up an expansion project, but it has suffered because of the recent thefts.  We desperately need improvements such as air conditioning, chairs and some maintenance and upgrading doing to the building.  

· Thank God for our increasing numbers. Please pray for funding for the much needed improvements, so that we can minister effectively to the youngsters in our area. 
The preaching and talks at Conexão, are always connected with the teaching at the PAES main church, and with the cell groups. One of the last series of sermons in 2011 was about sex in its biblical context-we had the joy of having the late Bishop Robinson Cavalcanti as one of the preachers.  All the teenagers and youngsters liked and identified with him and his wife a lot so the sad news of their deaths was felt very much by all of them.

· Please continue to pray for the family of the late Bishop Robinson and Miriam Cavalcanti, and for all those affected by their untimely deaths. Pray that the Lord will heal wounds and bring comfort in our sadness and loss.
Two stories from the young people:

Heitor

“I arrived at Conexão through the Alpha Teen course, an event aimed at young people. What interested me most was how it explained the gospel, something I had never seen or heard. Over time I grew and gave my life to Jesus. Every Christian needs a place to meet others and worship God and the place for me is to do this through Conexão which is constantly being blessed by God and is instrumental in my spiritual growth and fellowship with my brothers in Christ.”

Fernando Santiago
“I came to Conexão through a friend, just out of curiosity, it never crossed my mind about the possibility of being connected in view of the fact that I live 25 Kms away, but Conexão changed my life from this one visit, from that day my life changed completely. I could see how God is so wonderful, how he could be so perfect in everything one does!
Conexao to me today is nothing less than one of the most important things in my life, there I know I have people I can trust, that I can love and who love me very much, I just do not see my life without the connection of Conexão! I do not care if my mom can take me or not - I can use public transportation whenever I need it. I just know that I've never been so complete and fulfilled in my life, now I can only thank you all!”
With warmest greetings to you all, in the powerful name of our Lord Jesus Christ

Josias and Danielle

Josias and Danielle de Souza

josiasjunior@hotmail.com
CMS is a mission community acknowledged by the Church of England
A company limited by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales, charity number 1131655, company number 6985330, registered office: as above.
Group: South American Mission Society. A company limited by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales, charity number 221328, company number 65048, registered office: as above. Church Mission Society Trust. Registered charity number 220297, principal office: as above
[image: image2.jpg]



At the Conexão Camp
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Bishop Robinson speaking to the young people
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Conexão Girls’ Group 
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