News from Raphael & Michelle Samuel, recently returned to Bolivia – Dec 2009



BREAKING NEWS! EVO THE BIG WINNER!
Bolivian General Elections December 2009
President Evo Morales not only won a huge mandate – 63 % of the popular vote – but also captured, for the first time, the absolute majority in the Senate. His party also commands the majority in the legislative assembly. He now has almost complete control over all the major organs of the state and will no doubt begin to implement the new constitution. Pray for him and the nation…   
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Some of you may have forgotten us! 


 

Don’t worry, amigos, the Bolivian Beat December 2009 is a quick update of what’s happening in our lives.                                         
 
1. BOLIVIAN BEAT IS BACK![image: image3]  


Our newsletter Bolivian Beat is an update of our ministry in Bolivia and keeps our supporters tuned into issues pertaining to Bolivia. Anyone reading the Beat is an automatic supporter!
 
The Bolivian Beat, halted 2½ years ago, is now making a comeback; we were in Singapore during this period on home assignment and it did not make sense to keep our supporters informed of our ministry when we were not in Bolivia. In hindsight, perhaps this was not the best of ideas. 
 

We missed the prayer covering and I hope we’ve not lost the attention and interest of our readers.      
 
A few months ago, by God’s grace, the Bishops of the Diocese of Singapore were generous in releasing us to return and serve in Bolivia because of the difficulties and challenges faced by the Bolivian Church.  We are very grateful for the continuing support of the Diocese of Singapore.  
 
2. TWO YEARS IN SINGAPORE: TOUGH BUT REWARDING  


 HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.link-assistant.com/images/flags/Singapore_flag.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.link-assistant.com/linkassistant/search-engines-list.html&usg=__jQUEMA8x4WHBcpmQJst0PNLVtfo=&h=34&w=50&sz=1&hl=es&start=1&itbs=1&tbnid=z0zWsbpAMaOTHM:&tbnh=34&tbnw=50&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dsingapore%26imgsz%3Di%26imgtbs%3Dz%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Des" \t "_blank" 


We stayed in Singapore for 2 years in order to support Elijah, our son, to cope with the difficulties of national service (compulsory 2-year military service for all able-bodied young men). It was very difficult for Elijah at first but by God’s grace he managed to cope with all the cultural changes, made some new friends and finished his obligations as a Singapore citizen. 
 
During this period Raphael was appointed Vicar of Christ Church, a parish in the diocese of Singapore. Michelle was very active in Bloom Ministries and kept herself busy attending courses and upgrading her abilities in the area of the creative arts.  
 
We lived in our apartment in the east of Singapore during most of this period. Life here was very different from the one we led in Bolivia. Elijah and I woke up early and took buses and trains to our places of work. Because of time restraints, we ate in food centres and restaurants.  
 
Our friends, both old and new helped us to cope as we struggled to find our feet in a fast-paced, crowded and materialistic society. There were times when we felt overwhelmed by the entire experience – reverse culture shock, learning new behavioural skills, adapting to new work environments and adjusting to new ecclesiastical leadership, etc. 
 

It was tough but also, by God’s grace, a rewarding 2 years in Singapore.               
 
3. TRIP BACK TO BOLIVIA: JET LAG BLUES  


 HYPERLINK "http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.laflecha.net/cache/thumbnails/i/50x50/storage/news/0016/955_jetlag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.laflecha.net/canales/ciencia/noticias/200505101&usg=__bRroInIxpLUErtBueKcw-F2-ZiY=&h=50&w=50&sz=2&hl=es&start=8&itbs=1&tbnid=S3DjS0MOLgPENM:&tbnh=50&tbnw=50&prev=/images%3Fq%3Djet%2Blag%26imgsz%3Di%26imgtbs%3Dz%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Des%26sa%3DG" \t "_blank" 
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We arrived on Friday 4th of December after a long gruelling trip; our luggage consisted not only of clothes but also a large volume of books, Michelle’s flags/banners. Elijah’s help was invaluable: he carried bags full of books and clothes, and did most of the heavy lifting. The jet lag however has knocked us out. We normally suffer a week of dizziness, odd sleeping patterns and general malaise before our bodies begin to adjust to the Bolivian clock. 
 
Our priority now is to set up home: cleaning the house, restoring our phone lines, getting connected to the internet, repairing stuff that needs to be fixed and just about a 100 other "little" matters!    


 
 
4. PRAY FOR US!  
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         The Lord’s strength and care as we recover from jet lag and settle in the environment
         The Lord’s protection – snatch thieves and violence are common.   
         God’s will be done as I meet with Bishop Frank to discuss plans for the future. 
         Justice, peace, jobs, compassion for the poor in Bolivia as President Morales uses his new found power/mandate govern Bolivia.
