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June 2009
Dear Friends,
Welcome to the final update from England! How the time has gone quickly eh!? Tune in next month for a ‘Wedding special’ update direct to you from sunny Brazil! Hope that you’re all well and have had a good month! With mine and Rose’s wedding only 11 days away (!!) I hope that you will forgive me for sending out a smaller than usual update this month. We are up to our necks in ribbons, cake decorations and table plans... with still a few more final things to be sorted!

[image: image9.jpg]



Rose and I in Manchester
Oh, and for you temperature checker fans; a thundery 19C in York (it would have been a lot different if I had written this update on time last week!) compared to a rainy 25C in Olinda! Haha.
Dates for the Diary

Thankfully, mine and Rose’s schedule is beginning to die down now, but there are a few final (and important) dates for this month... Check them out. 

3rd – 5th – Brazil Conference Bawtry
5th – Mine and Rose’s commissioning service St Mike’s York

9th – Coleshill Birmingham

14th – Andy’s 24th Birthday!

17th – Andy and Rose’s Wedding 2pm St Mike’s York
22nd – Bye England... 
23rd – Brazil
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Rose dancing in Blendon
England Life
June has been our busiest month (in terms of miles driven) yet! This month we have driven 1834.1 miles travelling the country talking about our work. A few arpeggios on the calculator tells me that, in total, we will have driven 5366.8 miles in the 6 months that we’ve been here in the UK. All of which have been done in my Father’s Yaris... he’s yet to stop weeping. Incidentally, the distance between York and Recife is around 4995 miles... it’s just like driving home!
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Speaking in Manchester Cheadle Hulme
It’s been a busy month but also a great one – lovely to meet new friends and visit different churches and places. We also managed to squeeze in a west end show (Dirty Dancing – Rose’s choice) and also attended the SAMS General Council meeting at the CMS buildings in Oxford – an informative and interesting time. Our good friend, Mike North, also interviewed us both for his podcast, Trax 16 – search for it and download the new one at the end of the month to hear us! We also managed to get to a Brazilian restaurant in Manchester for our 5 year anniversary... it was great to remind ourselves of that Brazilian food again!
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At the CMS/SAMS offices in Oxford
Wedding

We’re nearly there!! Just the order of services to put together and the last minute stuff to sort out, but hopefully everything will be ready for the big day on the 17th! It’s been getting a bit stressful (for some) so do pray for us as we get everything sorted. Old friends have begun arriving which is very exciting – one of my best men, Joel Blacker, has just flown in from Bangledesh where he works for Food for the Hungry. Rose had her hen night the other week... it sounds like they all had a great time. It was a new experience for Rose as they don’t really do that kind of thing in Brazil. My stag do is actually this weekend... hopefully I’ll survive, although I do worry a little since for the stag do of my other best man, Chris Pearse, we abandoned him on an island in the middle of a Norwegian Fjord. 
You are all, of course, very warmly invited to join us for our wedding at 2pm on Friday 17th July 2009 in St Michael Le Belfrey Church, York, and for tea, coffee and cake after the service!
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We’re on the road back... 
Things I miss about Brazil 
#4 – Our Work – We’ve just come back from the Bawtry Hall weekend with Ian and Siméa Meldrum. It was great to share with others about what we do but it also reminded us about how much we miss it and are looking forward to getting back stuck in!
Things I love about England
#87 – Wimbledon – Ah, the highlight of the British Summer... once again ending in disappointment ... another traditional feeling of the British Summer.
Project Update
Things from Brazil appear to be going well. The boys seem to be doing well and behaving themselves. We’re looking forward to seeing them all soon. We’re praying that more monthly financial support will begin to be committed to the project. It costs £2500 per month to keep the house open – could you help!?
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Rose speaking with Ian Meldrum at the Brazil Conference in Bawtry Hall
Prayer Points

1. Please pray for Rose and me as we get married on the 17th. Pray for all the preparations and that everything will turn out well on the day. Pray for our relationship as we remember that a marriage takes a lot more work than just a ‘wedding’.

2. Pray for Jefferson and the boys in the project. That the workers may have the strength and motivation they need to work with the boys and that the boys may continue to come to know the Lord and to study.

3. Please pray for the financial situation of the project. That more regular monthly income will be committed to the project so that we can cover our running costs and look to expand out work.
4. Pray for more staff for the project to give some much needed support and rest to other workers.
5. Pray for Rose and me as we return to Brazil, for safe travels and that we may settle back in well as a married couple.
6. Pray for Rose and me as we think about what our role and work will be in Brazil, especially during our first year of marriage.
Thanks again, guys, for all the prayer and support that you are showing us and the project. 

Please do keep in touch with how you’re doing and what you’re up to. 
Prayers. 

Andy and Rose (
Contact Details and Useful Info
I thought it might be worth adding these details on the end... they might come in useful!

Project Address – 
Casa de Meu Pai

Av. Ministeiro Marcus Freire 5615

Rio Doce

Olinda – PE

53130540

Brazil

Our apartment’s address – 

Apt. 303

Edf. Brinco de Princesa

Rua Jose Cipriano Silva 1084

Rio Doce

Olinda PE

53040 - 140
Brazil

Phone Numbers – 

You can call me for 2p/min from an English landline using the following number 08444621621 then just dial one of the following numbers. 

Project – 00558134928883

My Cell – 00558187706216

Bank Details

Project’s Charity Account – 

Service of Hope Charity

For info please contact Roger Atkinson on koinonia115@ntlworld.com 
My Bank Account Details

Nationwide

Sort Code – 07-01-16

Acc Num – 09924296

While in England
12 Bishops Way, Badger Hill, York YO10 5JG
Tel – 01904 413479

Cel - 07843088324

