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March 2009
Dear Friends,
Well, I seem to be getting later and later writing these things – my apologies – we’ve been away as leaders at New Word Alive this week and have only just got back! This is a special update this month since it marks exactly a year since they began way back in March 2008! So a big thanks to all who have been so faithfully reading them and praying for us and the project over the past 12 months... long may it continue!
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A little tired coming back from Newcastle
It’s been just over 2 months since we arrived and we’re both settling back into English life – especially as the weather is warming up!
Oh, and for you temperature checker fans; 10C in York compared to 30C in Olinda. Quite mild really.
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Andy doing his thing at the Minster School in York
Dates for the Diary

In case you’re interested in where Rose and I are going to be over the next month then here is a list of our engagements. If we’re ever near you then do get in touch or just drop in to see us!

Of course these dates are subject to change so if you’d like an up-to-date list then just email me. Please be praying for us as we travel to these various different events talking about Brazil and the work that we’re involved with. 

April 1st – 4th – New Word Alive 

April 4th – 5th – St Michael’s Houseparty York

April 6th – Shipley

April 8th – 15th – Sardinia Family Holiday

April 18th – 19th – St Peters Mission Weekend Shipley

April 24th – Collingham School York

April 26th – St Johns Lepton

April 29th – Pocklington School York

April 30th – Dunnington York

England – through ‘Rose’ tinted glasses
Hello, Rose here! After many months of Andy mocking some of the cultural differences between Brazil and England, I now have the opportunity to get my own back and let you in on a few strange things that you English do as well! 
This month it’s Donkeys on the beach! ... Why!?!? We went to Scarbrough this month, which Andy described as the best beach in the North East of England... a little different from the paradise beaches of Brazil! The sun was shining but the sea was ice cold and the sun bathers had been replaced by 3 donkeys!! Andy tried to explain that the children enjoy to ride on them but I still have two questions – Why donkeys!? And why on the beach!? This country. 
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Rose and Freddie
England Life
March has been pretty busy for Rose and I, we’ve been travelling around the country more and more talking about Brazil... I’ve come to hate the M62, seem to be always driving past the Trafford Centre in Manchester and find it a little scary that motorway service station cleaners have begun to recognise us both! 
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Rose ‘samba – ing’ at the Brazilian Party
Some particular highlights were a Brazilian party in York complete with ‘feijoada’ and samba dancing and a little trip back to the old stomping ground to talk at Newcastle CU. We’ve also been into various schools doing assemblies and taking classes, a few churches and leaders at New Word Alive in Wales!
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Wedding plans are coming along nicely as is Rose’s English helped by a free month-long English course here in York! You’re all invited to join us on July 17th in York and afterwards for a cup of tea and cake! We head off to Sardinia tomorrow with my family and are looking forward to a week’s rest!
Things I miss about Brazil 

#3 – Food – Lovely stuff. 
Things I love about England
#74 – Daffodils – Bit soppy that one Rose.
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Rose and I with some of our group at New Word Alive
Project Update
It’s time to hear how things have been going in Brazil this month so Rosie Smith, who is in Brazil with Latin Link updates us from the project – 

“Please pray for new boys Wemerson & Diogo who have been with us for two weeks now. Wemerson is the brother of Jonatas and is adapting well into the house. He is very loud and shouts a lot but that is due to the environment he has come from. Their family live by the rubbish dump near Aguazinha and we need wisdom in dealing with the mother, Claudia. Diogo is the brother of Genevaldo and is quite the opposite of him, not quiet! He is quite a wild child and has not been used to any kind of discipline. We need a lot of patience, love and wisdom in dealing with him. He likes to constantly switch lights and appliances on and off, everything is his, and he likes to fight with the boys and then pick up rocks or whatever is to hand and start throwing them at the boys. Difficult situation but nothing is impossible with God. We are seeing little glimmers of hope but it is a process. We value your prayers at this time... 
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Two of the new boys at the project.
Another item for prayer is for a cook. We are without Lucy who was our cook and that means it falls to the workers to cook each day. Whilst we all know how to cook it means that one of the workers’ focus is taken away from being an educator in the house to a cook. At the moment we are few workers with 10 boys, and a new one is due to arrive. Please pray that the money would be released so that we could employ a full time cook.”
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February Leavers and Returners
Two more boys arrived at the project this month like Rosie told us in her update. They seem to be settling in well and a few more are apparently on the way.

An English lady, Val from Lincoln has arrived at the project and will be staying for 10 months! Pray for her as she settles into life into the project, she’s quite the handywoman so will hopefully find lots to do and fix at the house!
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Andy speaking in Lincoln
‘Brazil Partners’ Conference at Bawtry Hall

One of the highlights of 2009 will be our second Olinda reunion – ‘Brazil Partners Conference’ which is taking place from July 3rd – 5th 2009 at Bawtry Hall just outside of Doncaster. This weekend is open to absolutely anyone who is interested in the work that we do in Brazil or who has been or is thinking about going. Ian and Simea Meldrum, plus myself, Rose and a few other Brazilians will all be present as we meet together with supporters and friends old and new. I would encourage you all to go – Newcastle team be warned – we’re going to ask you all to speak and run a session! It will be a great time to hear up to date information about the project, pray for the future, worship Brazilian style and spend some time together. If you’re interested in going then please do get in touch with me andyroberts48@hotmail.com 
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The last reunion in 2007
Thanks to you all for reading this month’s update. I realise that it’s not so ‘exciting’ now that I’m back in England! ( 

Looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible over the next few months! 
Prayer Points

1. Please pray for Jefferson and the team in the project as they continue the work with the boys. Also pray for the boys that they may continue to grow in faith and knowledge of the Lord.
2. Pray that we might use our time wisely here in the UK, with a good balance of rest and work.

3. Pray for Rose and I in our travels as we speak about Brazil, pray that our support will come in.
4. Pray for me and Rose as we prepare for marriage and a July wedding.

5. Pray for Rose as she continues to learn English.
6. Pray for our futures especially as we think about returning to Brazil in a few months’ time and how best we can work and serve there.

Thanks again guys for all the prayer and support that you are showing me and the project. 

Please do keep in touch with how you’re doing and what you’re up to. 
Prayers. 

Andy and Rose (
Contact Details and Useful Info
I thought it might be worth adding these details on the end... they might come in useful!

Project Address – 
A Casa de Meu Pai

Av. Ministeiro Marcus Freire 5615

Rio Doce

Olinda – PE

53130540

Brazil

My apartment’s address – 

Apt. 303

Edf. Brinco de Princesa

Rua Jose Cipriano Silva 1084

Rio Doce

Olinda PE

53040 - 140
Brazil

Phone Numbers – 

You can call me for 2p/min from an English landline using the following number 08444621621 then just dial one of the following numbers. 
Project – 00558134928883

My Cell – 00558187706216

Bank Details

Project’s Charity Account – 

Service of Hope Charity

Sort code - 30-95-05
Acc Num - 01619012
My Bank Account Details

Nationwide

Sort Code – 07-01-16

Acc Num – 09924296

While in England

12 Bishops Way

Badger Hill

York

YO10 5JG

Tel – 01904 413479

Cel - 07843088324


