Paraguay Prayer Calendar November December 2009
Week Sun 1 – Sat 7 Nov The Practice of Gratitude                                                             Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Psalm 105:1                                                          We rejoice in the following testimonies to God’s goodness and faithfulness:
Tim Curtis and the Enxet Translation team – ‘On the last Sunday of September, the draft of Psalm 105 was read out in Springs of Life Church, Yatnata. Translator Martín Rojas is encouraged that people asked for copies.’
                                                                                                                                                                                From a member of a city church – ‘broken relationships are being restored, in the storms of life we are watching God at work, through the giving and receiving of forgiveness. Glory to God!’
Training Early Years Teachers, FEISA – ‘We are very thankful for the donations we have received and which arrive at the most opportune times. These gifts help us to cover our financial obligations.’ 
La Puerta – ‘Praise God for uniting 4 men from PUAFE with 3 of us to prepare for the imminent opening of La Puerta – a community for the rehabilitation of drug addicts.’
The Redeemer Church - ‘We thank God for the Children’s Festival to which we took over 100 children who had great fun, and we are now looking for ways to build on this. We are praying for the large extended family in the suburb of San Francisco, hosting Thursday evening meetings.’
Saint Andrews College – ‘The Cambridge Exam Board Inspector visited, she appeared one morning at 7:30 without any prior notice! Thankfully her visit went well and is in order. Please pray for our students who are sitting IGCSE and AS level exams.’

Nurse Wendy Power, on placement in the Chaco - ‘Praise God for acclimatizing to the heat and beginning to interact more effectively with indigenous patients, for friendship and laughter as Beryl Baker and I work together, for hospitality to shown to me and for the joy in serving God each day with the skills He has given me.’
Mobile Library – ‘We have much to praise and thank God for: the two young girls who are the book couriers, the 25 people who have joined the library, the generosity of USPG and its supporters which means we can buy a bigger library cupboard and books for the diocesan library.’                            

Teacher Elaine Black – ‘As I am leaving I would like to thank the Lord for everyone at Saint Andrews College and the St Andrews Chapel for all the love and support I have received over the time I have been here, over the past two and a half years. God has worked so much in my life since coming to this wonderful country and it will always be in my heart.’

Journaling can help us to develop the practice of gratitude; at the end of each day you might like to note down 3 things for which you are thankful or which have made you happy during day.  
Week Sun 8 – Sat 14 Nov Finishing well
St Andrews College and the Annexe school for:
· staff and pupils feeling tired as the school year ends and as the temperature rises
· pupils who are taking exams

· end of year shows and events and that the reflexions might ‘speak’ to each person present
· the graduates leaving school after 15 years, that they will take away something of Jesus and that the seed might bear fruit

· enough staff for next year

· for the 9th grade pupils finishing their primary education 

Together we pray for:

· the timely completion of St Matthew’s new church building in Rio Verde, that the small worshipping community would feel at home in the new building and that it would be ready for the blessings service on the 29th Nov.

· continued blessings for the for the PEPE nursery school rub by the church in Zeballos Cue remembering teacher Gloria in the final trimester of her pregnancy.

· Luis Echeverría and Feliciano Ortega completing another year of university theological studies, and thanking God for the support they have received to enable them to study. 
· Claire Holmes, moving from Concepcion back to Northern Ireland, thanking God for her fruitful and varied ministry over many years, praying for a good hand over of responsibilities and for Claire’s future trusting God for his blessings for her and for new opportunities
· Elaine Black returning to England after teaching in St Andrews for 2 and half years, and volunteer Sophie Hirst, as they prepare to leave Asuncion in December, asking for good adaptation to life in England.
· Cefe & Ana Romero and Saint John’s church and the church outreaches as Cefe prepares to retire thanking God for the life and witness of this faith community, asking for God’s blessings for the Romero family in all the changes that retirement will involve. 

· the Alfa course being run in Elaine Black’s house, for all the participants as the course draws to a close that lives will be changed and the seeds sown would bear fruit.

Week Sun 15 – Sat 21 Nov Well Being                                                                                          
...those who have suffered will no longer be in pain. Isaiah 9:1
We join with Bishop Andres & Estela Lopez, praying for increasing employment opportunities in Concepcion, and for all those working for churches that their working will be God inspired and God recompensed.
Youth Leaders Needed! 20 – 30 youth are part of St Paul’s church in Concepción. Let us pray that God will raise up leaders for these young people, and thank him for those who have been taking part in Claire Holme’s training course. May those who are called, respond and move into place. We also pray for the children’s groups’ leaders for encouragement, perseverance and unity. 

We thank you Lord for the Bible, sent to our needy world, and we pray for Tim Curtis, Juan Martínez, Asunción Rojas & Martín Rojas. May they be given sharp eyes, both spiritually and physically, wise hearts and minds focused on Jesus, as they check the drafts of 2 Samuel, the remainder of the Psalms and Isaiah.   

Paraguay has recently experienced wild ups and downs in weather. As El Nino arrives in South America we pray that rain will fall in the places where it is needed. We ask for protection for communities which are prone to flooding.  We pray for areas of the Chaco where there is still not enough water and give thanks for new hand dug wells. We pray for the building of a second water cistern in the Diocesan Centre in Rio Verde, grateful for the Mission Paraguay donations which are have enabled work on this to start. We pray that Nelson & Carmen, and their family care taking the site will be kept safe.

Nurses Beryl Baker & Wendy Power ask to be spiritually equipped as they nurse amongst indigenous groups where shamanic cures are often sought and can have fatal results.  Shamanic activity robbed a 28 year old man of his life as he was persuaded to stop his TB treatment.   We pray for Estela, another TB patient form the same area that she will be faithful in taking her medicines. Please God give her strength as she cares for 7 children on her own. Clothes and blankets bought by English and Irish volunteers arrived just at the right time.    

Following the recent ’flu epidemic please remember to pray for ’flu victims Aureliano & Severiano mourning the loss of both their parents, as they themselves recover. Praying that their fears will be stilled, we especially pray for Severiano who is 18 that he will meet the risen Lord and receive comfort and strength and chose his own path in life and not take the place of his dead father, one of the community’s witch doctors.
We pray for Chris & Alison Hawksbee in their many and varied responsibilities thanking you Lord for their example as they constantly encourage those they work alongside to seek the well being of their communities.

We pray for the youth of the Chaco communities for protection and vision for the future. Please remember in your prayers 12 year old Emiliana & her 6 month old baby. She herself is an orphan and her aunty is helping her care for the baby. The government ministry responsible for children has taken them under their wings, insisting that she stays in Asuncion. At present they are staying in Diocesan accommodation.

Week Sun 22 – Sat 28 Nov The transformation by God’s love of church members             from Ephesians 4 (The Message)                                                                                 
‘I want you to get out there and walk - better yet, run! – on the road God called you to travel.  I don’t want any of you sitting around on your hands.  I don’t want anyone strolling off, down some path that leads nowhere.  And mark that you do this with humility and discipline – not in fits and starts, but steadily, pouring yourselves out for each other in acts of love, alert at noticing differences and quick at mending fences.’  Eph 4: 1 – 3                                                                                            
Father God, we pray for ourselves and every believer in Paraguay that we will become more humble, more disciplined, more willing to carry out acts of love for each other and quick to mend differences. 
‘You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so stay together, both outwardly and inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through all, and is present in all. Everything you are and think and do is permeated with Oneness.  But that doesn’t mean you should look and speak and act the same. Out of the generosity of Christ each of us is given his own gift.’ Eph 4:4 – 7                                                                                                                                           
Thank you for the diversity that exists in the churches of the Diocese of Paraguay. Thank you Jesus: for calling each one of us to travel in the same direction. We pray that your Church will become more united.  May our way of thinking be permeated through and through with your presence. Amen.

‘He handed out gifts from above and below, filled heaven with his gifts, filled earth with his gifts. He handed out gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train Christ’s followers in skilled servant work, working within the body, the church, until we’re all moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response to God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive in Christ.’  Eph 4:11 – 13                                                                                                                                                          
Take a moment to think about the spiritual gifts that God has already given you.  As your heart is filled with gratitude, thank him also, for all the gifts that he has given to others in your church.  

Lord Jesus, we recognise that your desire is to see us become more fully functioning members of your church.  Please help us as we use our gifts.  We pray that your church in Paraguay will become more skilled at team work, so that we can work together under your direction.  Amen.

‘No prolonged infancies among us, please. We’ll not tolerate babes in the woods, small children who are an easy mark for imposters. God wants us to grow up, to know the truth and tell it in love – like Christ in everything. We take our lead form Christ, who is the source of everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love.            Eph 4:14 -16                                                                                                                                                         
Father God, please forgive your church for its immaturity. We so often want our own way and are slow to grow and mature. By the power of the Spirit please help us to take our lead from Christ. Please help us to be truthful, and as we grow in our ability to be truthful, may we also grow in love. We want to speak be words which build up others and help your kingdom to extend.  Please fill us afresh with your Spirit of love. Amen.
Take a moment to think about how God is changing you to be more like Jesus.
Father God, I worship you because you love me enough to change me. I praise you because you are powerful and able to do far more than I can ever expect you to. I praise you because you love to surprise me with unexpected displays of your love for me.
Week Sun 29 Nov – Sat 5 Dec Advent 
Light of the world you step down into darkness, opened my eyes let me see
Beauty that makes this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You.
King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in Heaven above
Humbly You came to the earth you created, all for loves sake became poor.  Chris Tomlin                   

Those who walked in the dark have seen a bright light. 
And it shines upon everyone who lives in the land of darkest shadows. Isaiah 9:2
Prayer call Sun 29th Nov. We pray for the opening and blessing of the new St Matthews church today that this small group of Christians, lead by Ed & Marie Brice will grow and shine as a light in the darkness in Rio Verde, touching many lives with Jesus’ love. We ask for God’s blessings for the small team of visiting preachers for Asuncion that their visits will produce fruit. Amen.
Pray call Mon 1st Dec for World Aids Day. We pray for all in Paraguay who work in favour of those who have Aids, and ask God to raise up more ministries in Paraguayan churches for Aids victims and their families, bringing hope in desperate situations.

Lord Jesus, we pray for an increasing spiritual awakening in Paraguay, that many reading and listening to the Bible will turn to Jesus. We also pray for our own hearts that your light would shine in us. Help us to make our light shine so that others will see the good that we do and praise our Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 

New believers - We pray for the many people in Roque Alonso who attended the Festival of Hope and chose to follow Jesus. We pray for the churches helping them to walk as Christians and for all those attending Abundant Life courses. We pray for all who are preparing to be baptised on 13th Dec. 
Diocesan Library - Please pray that Caroline Gilmour White and her small team can do all the work necessary this month to prepare for increased lending next year. 
 

Emanuel Church, Luque – is seeking to grow in maturity and be a beacon of light in Luque. We thank God for the enthusiasm of the church leaders to raise giving, thus enabling them to pay Donald Brooks as a part time pastoral assistant. Donald & Caroline give thanks for the safe arrival of baby Tommy.  
Provincial Youth Camp to be help in Paraguay in January 2010

We pray for David Greco, Raquel Greco & Charlie Mendez, for:

· creativity and inspiration

· continued good team work and thorough planning

· youth motivated to participate 

O thou great Chief, light a candle in my heart, that I may see what is therein, and sweep the rubbish from thy dwelling-place.  An African Schoolgirl’s Prayer (C20th)
Week Sun 6 Dec – Sat 12 Dec Dreaming                                                                                       One night the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Solomon, ask for anything you want and I will give it to you.’ Solomon answered ... ‘I’m your servant ...but I’m very young and know so little about being a leader...please make me wise and teach me the difference between right and wrong...If you don’t there’s no way I could rule this great nation of yours. I Kings 3:5-9                                                                                        
Fulfilling our destiny, pursuing our dreams, with dignity and empowered by our Creator, we place into God’s wise and loving hands our nations, churches, ministries, projects, plans and dreams.

Leadership development, please pray for Bishop Peter & Sally Bartlett for vision and wisdom in the planning for next year’s leadership training groups, thanking God for a desire on the part of many leaders and potential leaders in the Diocese to mature and grow in faith and leadership. 
Saint Andrews College – ask us to pray for the dreams they have to see God’s kingdom growing:

· Parenting Groups 

· a Chaplain to get alongside teenagers

· Bible study group for mums
FEISA, training Early Years Teachers – ‘We are convinced that God will provide the necessary funds for FEISA to continue because we believe that FEISA is something that was born in His heart. We hope to start a course ‘Professionalism in Teaching’ for those who are already teaching but lack the formal training for nursery education. Praying for Ministry of Education approval for this course.’
Marie Brice, involved in Bible teaching, sewing and literacy teaching in Rio Verde has been approached by neighbouring El Estribo about the possibility of offering literacy groups for their community. We ask for vision and wisdom for Marie, looking into possibilities that would enable this to become reality. Imagine, those who are already learning to read and write teaching others!

In response to the Ministry of Culture and Education’s recent International Conference in Asuncion ‘Towards a Society based on Values’ looking at Paraguay’s history and desiring to build a future based on justice and equality, offering all citizens life in abundance; we pray for:

· all Paraguayans and others who have made Paraguay their home

· the children and youth of the nation that great dreams will be placed in their hearts

· we pray for all who relate to / work with young people that they will be enabled to build positive relationships and exercise godly authority

· access to good quality education and opportunities for work

· the elderly to be valued, provided for and be given space to contribute from the wealth of their life experience and talents

Prayer, please pray for all those who pray for Paraguay, the churches of Paraguay, including the Paraguayan Anglican Church, for an increasing ability to listen to the whispers of God, so that as he places dreams in the hearts of his people, with his help and leading, they will become reality.

God said: Solomon, I’m pleased you asked for this. I’ll make you wiser than anyone who has lived or ever will live. I’ll also give you what you didn’t ask for. You’ll be rich and respected as long as you live... Solomon woke up and realised that God had spoken to him in a dream. He went back to Jerusalem and stood in front of the sacred chest, where he offered sacrifices to please the Lord and sacrifices to ask his blessing. Then Solomon gave a feast for his officials. 1 Kings 3: 10 – 15

Week Sun 13 – Sat 19 Dec Peace                                                                                                     
For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be on His shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6  
This week we remember to pray for Ronald & Nicky Venables and family, leaving Bolivia and arriving in Asuncion, that this time of transition will be marked by peace and love.

Thanking the Lord for all the couples who have recently participated in Anglican Marriage Encounter, for the healing of broken relationships and the strengthening of weak relationships we  pray for all who are attending the Friday night ‘Growing’ group.                            
Sharon McCrierie asks us to pray for La Puerta, for healing and humility for all so that God can form us into His body to carry out his ministry. Please pray that the men God has chosen to take part in rehabilitation will come forward and for potential partners in the ministry.                                                                                              

We remember in our prayers the St Andrew Cathedral morning congregation, all those members who are ill or very elderly and frail, and Teresa Maidana (off her feet now for several months with a bad back) and Pastor Agustín Maidana, in his many responsibilities, praying for faith, hope and love to fill their lives.
Tim Curtis, records that in 1938 the Peace Treaty awarded 80% of disputed territory to the Chaco. The building of the Trans Chaco Highway between Paraguay and Bolivia means that people travelling from Paraguay to Bolivia, pass through Rio Verde. Now ‘a Highway between two nations’ is leading to greater integration and peaceful cooperation. Please pray for Tim, that he will be given great tact and sensitivity as a peacemaker in various situations in Chaco communities where there has been division. 

Pray for Paraguay’s President Fernando Lugo, giving thanks for the relative political stability enjoyed in recent years, for wisdom in addressing the country’s many problems made more severe by the economic downturn. Pray also for protection for the nation in the threat of attempts to ferment terrorist groupings, remembering kidnap victim Fidel Zavala and his family. Amen.   
Heavenly Father, we pray for all who have suffered severe traumas, that in your special way and with your gentle touch healing, peace will come to their lives, enabling them to move on. We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus, and by the power of His shed blood. Amen. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, may you blessed with peace, 
God’s gift to those who walk according to his decrees and follow his instructions. 
Do not be fearful, rather keep you mind fixed on him and be blessed with perfect peace. 
Give Jesus the space to be your peace, and may the peace of God keep your heart and mind safe, 
as you trust in him and serve him. Amen
Week Sun 20 – Sat 26 Dec The Christmas Story 
Travelling - Jesus, just as Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem, fulfilling a higher calling, we pray for all who minister in the Paraguayan Church for travelling mercies during the coming months. Amen.
Facing limitations - Jesus, just as Mary, used her initiative and placed you in an animal feeding box, we ask for divinely inspired initiatives in situations where resources seem limited, knowing that you are always more than able to meet our needs. We pray for the needs of the churches in the Chaco and in the poorer neighbourhoods of Asuncion and Concepcion. Amen.

Hurrying - Jesus, just as the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to share the Good News that the angels told, we pray that Paraguayan Christians will give priority to sharing the Bible and your message of the Good News in their communities and families, work places and places of relaxation. Amen
Pondering - Jesus, just as Mary pondered on all that had happened in these special days, we pray for those who have recently taken part Alfa, and those who are studying the Abundant Life Course. We also pray for ourselves, that increasingly we will learn to meditate on the Holy Scriptures. Amen.

Searching and Seeing, Jesus, just as the Magi sought after the new King, eventually coming face to face with You, the Christ child, we pray for ourselves and all other followers that we may meet with you this Christmas. Amen.
Giving - Jesus, just as the Magi offered their gifts to You, we pray for generous giving in the church in Paraguay, the giving of ourselves, our talents, our time as well as our money to You. Amen.

Worshipping - Jesus, just as the Magi fell down to worship and adore You, the newborn King, we pray for a deeper desire to worship You in both Spirit and Truth. We pray for all service leaders and musicians. Amen.

Protecting – Jesus, just as Joseph protected you and Mary taking you to safety in Egypt, we pray that the Church in Paraguay would increasingly promote the protection and care of all who are vulnerable. We pray for the young, the sick, those with additional needs, adults who are unable to care for themselves and the elderly. We pray for the children in the Esperanza foster home waiting to be placed in families that the legal processes would move forward according to Your perfect timing. Amen.
Week Sun 27 – Thurs 31 Dec Integrity
His power will never end; peace will last forever. He will rule David's kingdom and make it grow strong. He will always rule with honesty and justice. The LORD All-Powerful will make certain that all of this is done. Isaiah 9:7
The Evangelist Luke records that Jesus taught the Chief priests, the teachers and the nation’s leaders. Then the Chief priests and teachers of the law sent spies to watch Jesus, and they spoke to Jesus saying: ‘we know that you teach the truth about what God wants people to do. And you treat everyone with the same respect, no matter who they are.’ (Luke chapter 20) 
Jesus we thank you for your example, praying for all in national and church leadership and also ourselves, that we may be becoming more like you. Let us pray for our leaders and their families including +Peter Bartlett, +Andres Rodríguez; pastors Ed Brice, Luis Echeverría, Agustin Maidana, Cefe Romero; Mario Caballero, Elvio Cabañas, Teodoro Campestegui, Lucio Romero, Robert Fernández, Juan Sosa; deacons Niño Pepe Aguero, Agripino Cerro, Mario Recalde and Romualdo Rojas, all lay leaders, church council members and all of God’s people. Pray too for Teodosio Rivas and the diocesan office staff.  
EJE Youth Encounter, we pray for Charlie Mendez and the EJE leadership team, asking that each member would grow in personal integrity. Lord Jesus, we pray for all the young people who have experienced EJE, like student Marisol who recently visited an Anglican Church. As you call each one by name, we pray that they would be captivated by your example, grow in their relationship with you, and be a powerful force for the strengthening of your Kingdom as they respectfully teach the truth.  
Proverbs 20:7 instructs: Good people love right, and God blesses the children who follow their example.
We pray for:

· all teachers in Anglican schools in Paraguay, including, Gwen Carlisle, Mags Southern, Elaine Black, Caroline Brooke, Babs Owen, Rachel Rudman, Susan Nagaitis, Linn Tedman (school librarian) and Miriam Greco (school administrator), Victor Santa Cruz, recently retired Nilda, Sharon McCririe, Gloria & Paola for times of  rest, relaxation and growth in personal integrity

· blessing upon initiatives in the Chacarita including the Esperanza Viva club, for all the leaders as they build bridges of respect and truth with children and families in the Chacarita and other poor neighbourhoods that changed lives will impact these communities
· the members of the St Andrews Cathedral and Chapel congregations growing together in community, for blessings to children and young people to be multiplied 

God’s family, a giant jigsaw puzzle - as one year closes, and a fresh one opens new possibilities, we thank God for all the blessings received during this year. With glad hearts we thank Him for 

· all who in past days and years were placed as pieces in the puzzle

· for those who currently are being fitted into the puzzle

·  and for those who He is preparing to fit into the puzzle 

Thank you for your faithful prayers during 2009, 

and may you be blessed as you enter the New Year with God watching over you,  
+Peter & Sally Bartlett 
on behalf of the Anglican Church of Paraguay
Iglesia Anglicana Paraguaya, Casilla de Correos 1124, Asunción, Paraguay, South America

peterparaguay@gmail.com               saritabartlett@hotmail.co.uk 

Skype: pjhbartlett

