
Last weekend I took 5 of the volunteers to visit Concepción to see the work which Claire Holmes (Irish missionary) is doing and to enable me to finalise all the arrangements for the third group who will be based at Concepcion for just over 2 weeks from 2nd August.  Whilst there we visited Inmaculada where Mission Paraguay built a church community centre a couple of years ago, which is being very well used as a base for another sewing workshop as well as the venue for Bible study and other groups together with a range of children and young people’s activities.  Every Saturday food is prepared for local children from poor families.  On the day we were there 82 children were being given a hot meal.  It was wonderful to see the building being so well used.  After this visit we travelled to Horqueta (about 40 kms).  This is a very, very poor area probably the worst I have seen except for the Chaco.  Malnourished children in bare feet – some of our volunteers naturally got upset.   We travelled back to Concepción in the back of pickup.  It was freezing cold and I only had a shirt on - took me ages to thaw out!!  But nonetheless it was very enjoyable. 

The 6 hour return bus journey to Asuncion was interesting with the air conditioning unit pouring out water, a very noisy video playing and a young lad vomiting in the central aisle!  Many people were again standing.  This is normal.  Even in the centre of Asuncion people are packed onto buses – the most I have counted this year is 52 standing which was a bit difficult for me getting off at the stop when standing in the middle of the bus! 


Please continue to pray for all the Mission Paraguay volunteers that they will demonstrate God’s love and that lives will be changed as faith is deepened.  
Please give thanks for the many generous donations which we have received towards our work and ask that we may use the money wisely to the maximum benefit of people in need here in Paraguay.

Thank you.
David Orritt.

23rd July 2009


POSTCARD FROM PARAGUAY


Update on the work of
Mission Paraguay
by David Orritt

During my first week here, together with missionaries Ed Brice and Chris Hawksbee, I visited the Chaco region where there has been severe drought for much of this year.  Although some rain fell a couple of weeks ago everything was very dry.  Since my arrival here in Paraguay there has been very heavy rain in Asuncion (the capital) but it had not reached the Rio Verde area where I visited.  Temperatures have varied from 30 deg C down to 10 deg.  I was there to look at some of the work which the August group of volunteers will be involved with, the main project being the completion of the new church building for the Rio Verde congregation.   We also plan to carry out a number of local home improvements and fund the building of a new underground rainwater storage tank (aljibe) to the rear of the new church.   In the past we have built aljibes capable of holding 21,000 litres but this year thanks to additional unexpected donations we are able to fund an extra large aljibe to hold over 40,000 litres of rainwater. We hope to have all the building materials sent to the Chaco during the next couple of weeks so that work can begin a few days before the second group arrives on 2nd August.

I returned to Asuncion on a bus crowded with both Indians and Paraguayans and many people were standing.  As I had joined partly along the route, I fully expected to stand for the 5 hours or thereabouts for the journey.   A Paraguayan woman sitting near to me noticed the cross on my Mission Paraguay T-shirt and entered into a long conversation telling me how God had blessed her and her family which really tested out by basic Spanish.  She insisted that a couple of young people occupying a nearby seat should stand to allow me to sit.  She seemed to be under the impression that I was a priest, at least I think that that was the case rather than me being too old to stand for a few hours!!
During the first week I also visited Remansito here we will be undertaking a range of work based at the local church.  This is a very poor area with earth roads, shanty housing, no drainage systems and serious social problems.   Following the heavy rain it was particularly difficult for the people living there.  Many roads were partially flooded.  The ditches were overflowing and, while the ducks looked happy, pigs, horses, chickens and dogs were everywhere splashing about.  Quite a number of houses were flooded and these appeared to be the poorer dwellings made of scraps of timber and plastic sheeting.   People in bare feet were trying to dig drainage channels to direct water away- but to where?   There is no national agency here to help in these situations. The church site was flooded but fortunately the water had stopped about 1 metre from the building.
Ramon, a building labourer who has worked with us in the past, lives next to the church, his wife is the caretaker.  The whole family are committed Christians. There are 9 people in his family ranging from his wife’s blind mother in her 70´s, Ramon and wife, various ages of children some with wives.   All live and sleep in one room except for Ramon and his wife who sleep in the kitchen.  All are 2 to each single bed.  Very, very basic but they want us to go to their home, sit down and give us food which they can’t afford - very humbling.  We are funding the materials for a small extension which Ramon will build himself to provide another bedroom, an open kitchen and allow another small area to be used as a toilet come shower. At present they only have a hole in the ground.   They keep a few hens and ducks and have a small cultivated plot to grow tomatoes, sweetcorn and other vegetables.  They also have small grapefruit and lemon trees to help provide food.  We are discussing with them about keeping rabbits for food and to sell.  If this is likely to prove a goer then we will fund some hutches to be built.  
Ramon who has not worked for some time, will be employed to assist with another home extension being funded at Roque Alonso for a family of 6 people who share one small bedroom.  When I first visited Ramon’s home to arrange for the work, I was asked to pray over a small girl who was clearly quite ill lying on a bed.  People here continually put their trust in God for everything.   This is just one experience of this country and the people here who speak to your heart every day.

Thankfully the first group of volunteers all arrived safely and on time on 10th July, with no lost luggage and no problems at customs.   All happily settled in at Roque Alonso; a good group; everyone getting on well together as if they had been friends for years.  Still very wet and cold here which is unfortunate.  Never experienced it like this before, hopefully it will be back to 30 deg next week!  A couple of nights ago there was a very heavy storm followed by huge hailstones which made dints in the corrugated iron roof of our bedroom which is divided by curtains into male /female sleeping areas and a dining/ kitchen area.   Guess whose bed was below the section of roof which rained in.  Fortunately we had a spare mattress.
We enjoyed a great first Sunday service together at Roque Alonso - 2½ half hours of worship.  As expected, we all had to go out to the front and sing.  Fortunately we have 2 gifted musicians in our group - John Barnes playing an accordion and Sue Rumble the violin, which was very well received.  I had to get up and speak on a couple of occasions during the service.  After a DIY lunch we had a planning meeting for the weeks work with children, sewing, giving out spectacles etc.   
In the evening we went to a leaving service at the Cathedral for Patrick and Rosie Butler who are returning to the UK on the 19th July after nearly 15 years of missionary service in Paraguay.  Patrick will be joining Emmanuel Church, Stoughton in Guildford as a senior curate.  It was a wonderful, lively service.  I had a sore throat after all the singing!

Last week and this week sewing workshops are being held in 3 communities.  Attendance has been good.  They began by making bags and pillow cases and then progressed to simple trousers. They have also been making glasses cases to give out with the second hand glasses sent from the UK because we have found we are short of cases.  On one day alone we gave out 120 pairs of spectacles.  Fortunately one of our volunteers once worked for an optician for a while so has some basic knowledge.  This is wonderful – God provides!  People came from quite a distance often returning with friends and family.  We charge 2,000 Guarani per pair (which is about 30p) so that people have a commitment and are not just taking them because they are free.  I also think that they feel better giving a small amount because they are not just getting handouts.  We also pay the people making the cases 1,000 Guarani per case with any left over profit going into the church’s kitty for children’s work.  In Remansito and Mirador we organised games and craft work for about 60 children.  Some of the volunteers led a Bible study on Joseph which went down very well.  All the children were very excited.

We have also visited San Lorenzo where we worked last year and where this year we are able to fund the building of a centre for children which will also provide a permanent secure base for one of the sewing workshops which has now been operating for almost a year in the very small building on the site.   Work amongst the children in this very poor area has been continuing every week for over 20 years with very limited facilities and this new building will enable the work to expand as well as being the base for other community based activities. 
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