Mission Paraguay – extracts from the penultimate report from the July team by John Barnes
We passed one grassy square where many of the Indian population were staging a political protest, possibly about the lack of decent jobs for them and others. Often they have been kicked off their own land that they have farmed or where they have gathered food, land they have owned for thousands of years before the white man came. Colonisers have a lot to answer for in this respect.
The markets were full of various types of handcrafted goods, some made by Indians, others by Paraguayans. Leather work is a particular skill much in evidence, but so is lace work, although less of the very fine work seems to be available now. We were shown the site where the Spanish gave Paraguay their independence. The President´s palace was not far away and some of the group went to look at this and the nearby Chacarita area, almost in the palace´s back yard. The Chacarita is a shanty town with homes made of anything that the owners can get hold of to keep out the rain and cold, from cardboard to corrugated iron to plastic sheeting or plywood. Some manage to find bricks, if not enough to finish the house but at least to make a start. This seems to be the way all over Paraguay: a start is made and the finish depends on circumstances from there on.

The buses are amazing. There is more room for folk to stand than to sit, and stand they do! One gets on at the front and pays the driver, then makes one’s way towards the back to an empty seat if there is one or to a suitable place to stand and hold on tight.  Health and safety are nowhere to be seen. The buses accelerate and break at alarming rates and if you are not holding on tight you can end up in someone’s lap! Another feature is that vendors come aboard at no charge to themselves and offer all manner of goods: food, clothes pegs, CDs, videos, DVDs etc. Some make a little speech and request money for particular causes, often to do with their own situation. One chap wanted money for antibiotics.

The next day we were all up by 8.30 to clear the camp ready for its next use. Various items we had used or were left over were put in bags and allocated a position ready for shipping to other parts of Paraguay, e.g. the Chaco or Concepción, the places where the next team (arriving 2nd Aug) will be operating. There was even a bag for cast-offs of trainers, slippers, clothes etc for which the team had no further use. Lots of bits and pieces relating to the sewing projects were earmarked for Caroline Gilmour-White´s attention as the one who will now administer the sewing clubs. 

We had mixed feelings about leaving the camp.  We all get on so well and really gelled as a team. Little Paula, who lives next door to the church premises, Pastor Cefe and Ana all came to say their farewells, as did Rocío who lives in a bungalow on the church site and is caretaker for it, all of it; even the field she keeps tidy! 
We shall remember our ‘home’ for many years to come: the kindness of everyone who served our needs; the greenery; the red earth of the football pitch; the birds - one even roosted half in half out of our roof on the inside and made fearful noises every morning at about 7.30 getting out and, we think, joined by others for a reverie; the constant noise at night of dogs barking; vehicle noises, particularly exhausts as they battled their way up the hill on their way to the Chaco; cockerels who did not seem to know when they were supposed to crow, so did it all times of day and night; the cold, below zero one night, but the clear blue of the sky when it was cloudless; and last Sunday sitting in a cold church after one of the coldest nights of the year with the doors open and our warmest clothes on enjoying a service that lasted 2½!  But excellent fellowship as a real sense of being part of the same family, brothers and sisters in the LORD.

Four of us then went to the Esperanza Foster Home, set up by Murray and Penny Metcalfe who were SAMS Mission Partners until April this year.  It aims to give abandoned children a loving home in preparation for adoption with a loving family when suitable families become available. This can take some time as many of you already know and needs constant prayer. The names of the little ones there at present are Bárbara (3), with her brother Víctor (2), Elva (3), María-Belén (3) and Alexi (2). The helpers are Joanna, (the leader), Estelle and Carmen, present today. There are also Adriana and Angela who share work but I think part time. It was obvious that some repairs are needed to the ceiling in one of the rooms where there is a roof leak, right over Joanna´s bed! Please pray!

Blessings in Abundance

John Barnes

