Meldrum´s News                                                                  January 2011
Dear Friends 
For those who were faced with the reality of living daily with early deaths of teenagers to see a group of more than 50 adolescents together in a camp, enjoying life learning about God's Word and seek a new life is a dream.
While I've been busy monitoring the process of talking with the city rubbish collectors, Ian dedicated his time to our summer holiday camps. First, he took the boys and four ex boys from My Father's House together with some older teens from the Church to help out, because some workers were away, and Andy and Rose were in England. And then in the last days of school holidays Ian took 58 teenagers to the farm. But praise the Lord, for those all who decided during this time away  to return back to the activities of small groups and Sunday school.
This month was especially difficult because we did not have any of our mature leaders with us, able to provide support when we most needed it. School holidays in middle class churches, where parents can provide entertainment for children, are very different from those in poor areas. In Brazil, social risk areas, where families are very poor, the church has a very important role in these times keeping the children and adolescents away from a dangerous involvements and friendships. Ian and Jefferson from MFH led two camps, the second one as well as training up new leadership amongst the older teens from church, was evangelistic and included 15 youngsters making decisions for Christ. Praise the Lord!


Between the two camps, a friend of ours lent us a beach house for 4 days. So we could get away for a little rest. It was great!
In January, we want to highlight four points of prayer:

1. For the 350 rubbish collectors who have lost their work, since the city closed the landfill tip. Now, we are meeting with them and with the city to try to get support for them to find new work. For food and training for new jobs.*This Tuesday, February 8, we have a meeting with evangelical leaders coming from Recife and Olinda. Pray that leave important decisions for the life of these collectors and the Evangelical Church at this time.
2. For the youth in the community. While we were camping with a beautiful group, a young girl was killed for being involved in drug trafficking near the church.
3. The farm, which needs urgently reform its INSTALLATIONS and buy equipment to make it suitable for retreats and trainings with these needy families. We need to take small groups of collectors to receive training and prepare them for further work.
4. For our son Timothy. Today we know that he suffers from paranoid schizophrenia, and does not accept treatment. This leads us to suffer too, and we know he could have a better life.
We are very grateful for the prayer support  that you give us, so we know we have a multitude of intercessors as we have to make serious decisions, organize, train and equip teams and coordinate the growth and challenges of this community that needs healing and deliverance from demonic actions.

May God bless and repay you for your joining us in this part of Christ's Church in Olinda.

In Jesus Love,    Siméa e Ian Meldrum.  


FOTOS




Ian coordinated two camps this summer. On this day this picture, it was our wedding anniversary 33 years, he and I meeting at the camp with 186 collectors in the church.
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“ For behold, I create new heavens and new earth;
and there is no remembrance of things past, never come into mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create;
for behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.”  Is. 65: 17.  
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