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Rio Toro Valley - Near Quijano

May kind of slipped by and we have to again apologise for not updating the BLOG. Life has been busier than usual, with Andrew spending the best part of last month gallivanting around Colombia (Bogotá and Cartagena to be more precise), on assignment with Compassion International. This meant Maria was also run off her feet more than usual.
Andrew, Carolina, Maria. Tomas's back

Dogs: Jazmin (foreground), Divo (background)

[image: image6.jpg]



We are all well, and as mentioned, nice and busy. Winter has arrived early, and has allowed us to discover we live in a cold house! Until the heating goes in (sometime in the not too distant future – we hope), we are having to fend off the cold with log fires. This has added regular chain sawing to the list of daily chores. Many May mornings have started of at around 1 degree centigrade (around 33 degrees Fahrenheit), and winter does not, officially at least, start till the 21st June.
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Andrew and Maria

The positive side of the cold weather is that we can afford to be a bit more relaxed about dengue, as the mosquitoes don’t seem to operate in this climate. However, pig flu fills that particular void, and things are kept interesting here because the local government (you guessed?) is refusing to state whether there are any local cases. Argentina has already notched up over 200 cases so we must be due our fair share. Word on the street has it that the flu virus is already in Salta…
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Maria and Tomas (now 18!)

Tomas has changed his mind regarding where he wants to study. He now wants to go to Cordoba, which involves sitting another entrance exam in early July, so he has postponed his trip to Australia. He hopes to now study at the grandiosely named Instituto Universitario Aeronautico, which belongs to the Argentine Air Force! It has an added incentive for Tomas in that being at the end of a military airstrip, planes are regularly flying overhead. So he is back to studying, and working. This time he is teaching English most afternoons, covering for a friend who has gone to Ireland for a month or so.

Part of the Instituto Universitario Aeronáutico (Cordoba)

The advantage with Cordoba is that it is much closer to home (ie 10 hour drives vs 24), and has plenty to offer both the student and visitor – so we can see ourselves travelling there on a regular basis once the boy has settled in. Another major advantage is that the Anglican Church runs a hostel for students (two of whom we know are also studying aeronautical engineering).
Ceci and Carolina are being kept on heir toes at school, and end up exhausted by the time we get through to Friday evening. Even so, they both manage to cram in a bit of social life over the week end (and a lot of driving for mum and dad). The distance form town and friends is a disadvantage in this regard.
We appreciate your regular prayers, and would like to ask that you keep the following points in mind:
· Thank the Lord for health, strength and safety. 

· Pray for Tomás as he prepares for his next exam and his trip to Australia. 

· Pray for the girls at school (especially for their homework, as they have a lot). 

· Pray for Maria, especially whilst Andrew is away on trips. 

· Pray for our visit to the UK at the end of the year, and all the planning that will involve. 

· Also please pray for our leaders at our local Church, Prince of Peace, as it continues to grow and place greater demands on their time. Pray especially for Miguel, Nide, Gringo and Nano.


