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Ceci and Carolina in the Calchaqui Valley (near San Carlos)
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Windy August is with us, and so is the cold (temperatures reached -8C for a couple of days, water pipes froze and electricity cut off!). July said goodbye with a short and hot bout of 95 Km/hour winds which surged down from the mountains (known locally as the Zonda Effect). This was followed by a very cold bout which included a snow shower. The winds toppled trees all over the place (but fortunately not on our plot, or more to the point, not on our house). Andrew managed to get his foot caught under a branch whilst helping a neighbour remove a fallen eucalyptus.


Carolina and this year´s snow fall

Winter holidays eventually ended on the 3rd August for Carolina, and the 6th for Cecilia. Hols had been extended as a result of the pig flu, so there is now a lot of pressure to catch up with the missed days.

At the end of July we said bye bye to Tomas who set off on his great journey to Australia. He travelled first to the UK, where he spent sometime with grandparents David and Rachel and a couple of days with friends in St. Albans. He then travelled on to Sydney where he arrived (after 2 nights on the same plane) on the 6th August. He is now staying with friends in Newcastle, and, all being well, will return to the UK to meet up with us mid December. During his time there he hopes to do some part time work, some travelling, and if funds allow, learn to fly. It´s quite awkward communicating with him by phone, as he is half a day ahead of us, our mornings are his evenings and vice versa.
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Saying good bye to Tomas at Salta airport (at least Andrew looked sad)
Tomas in Australia (our first picture!)
We were very pleased to be able to take a short (24 hr) break in the mountains south of Salta, in Cafayate. We rented a small chalet located in the arid Calchaqui Valleys where we visited some fascinating rock formations and saw some ancient rock paintings left by Diaguita Indians who once inhabited the area.
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Carolina and the TOAD, one of several 

Cecilia levitating on sand dunes near Cafayate
natural carvings on the road to Cafayate
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Cecilia in a cave where Diaguta Indians once stored grain
Rock used by Diaguita Indians to grind grain
Cecilia will be 15 on the 2nd September, which in this culture is the BIG party. Fortunately, she has seen reason and has opted for a trip to Patagonia with a friend (who is also going to be 15) instead of an expensive party. She will be travelling to Ushuaia, Argentina’s southernmost city (just shy of 1000 Km from the Antarctic) where she hopes, if there is snow, to do some skiing in mid September.

Andrew made a brief trip to Bs As during the first week of August to present his book on the indigenous Peoples of Salta. He is off to Colorado Springs on the 17th of August, and will return on the 25th. This is for work meetings (no skiing), and will mark the start of several trips abroad in both September and October.

Maria continues to do occasional translations, which she somehow fits into a very busy home and child keeping schedule.

Plans for our upcoming visit to the UK are taking shape. Click here to see our itinerary. We hope to arrive in London on the 13th December. After a few days in St Albans we will base ourselves with Andrew’s parents in Norfolk. This will add distances to Church visits but means the girls will be with family and cousins.



Prayer pointers 
· Pray for the girls as they get back into rhythm at school.
· Safety re swine flu and what promises to be a serious year for dengue fever
· For safety during international and local travel
· For us to be able to successfully plan and make the best use of our time whilst we are back in the UK. For someone to look after our house while we are away. 

· For Tomas, that the Lord will guide him and protect him during his time in Australia.
Finally...

Can you work this picture out?







