Jessie in Peru

Hello Everyone,

Here a few a different things that might interest/amuse you that I’ve observed.

1)      You kiss EVERYONE on the cheek with you say “Hola” and “Ciao” even the first time you meet them.

2)      You can’t put loo roll down the loo so you have to put it in a little bin by the loo.

3)      They call each other “Hermana” y “Hermano”, brother and sister.

4)      They have rice with basically every meal.

5)      They have sweet white wine for communion and you have a wafer to dip it into. 

6)      Plans change, nothing every goes to plan!

7)      Everything starts later than arranged! No one comes on time. 

8)      People don’t beg, they always have something to sell and people come onto the buses to sell things as well.

9)      People go to the doctor or even hospital for the smallest of things (a cold)

10)   They have interesting theories like “You get a cold if you walk bare feet or drink cold drinks at night.” 

I’ve now been here for a month and I can’t believe how quickly it has gone! Yesterday the morning school at Shalom started. 4 children have been enrolled but only 2 turned up, I’m not really sure if that means the others won’t be coming at all, things in Peru are very unclear, I spend a lot of my time being confused at what is going on. Another example of this: Jo and I went to her church one Monday morning to help paint it. We arrived at about 10 but then spent the next 1 and a half hours waiting for the paint and paintbrushes to be sorted out etc! We were very confused at what was going on exactly but eventually we were able to start painting.

Over the last few weeks I’ve been helping Pat do some children’s work in Jesus el Nazareno Church. On average about 20 children came. Pat would do a little talk on an aspect of the Bible (creation for example) and then they would do some sort of craft related to that, singing etc. That was really fun and it was nice to be able to help the children.

I’ve been going to Shalom most afternoons to spend time with the mothers and their children while they wait to have their therapies. I’ve also done a bit of cleaning and preparation for the school (decorations etc), a craft session and I’ll be doing more of them over the coming months. I’m also going to be teaching English starting next Tuesday every week. I’m quite apprehensive of this as you can imagine as my Spanish is still very limited but hopefully it’ll go well. A sign has been put up outside Shalom so I’m hoping that some people turn up! Jo has been teaching English so she’ll be able to give me some ideas of things to do which will be good! We had a birthday party in Shalom last week because there were about 7 birthdays. We played lots of games etc. They have amazing cakes here called Tortas. They are huge and covered in cream and meringuey type stuff and not expensive at all! 

I also went to another party in the shanty town of one of the ladies from the church. It was an experience! We were all sitting around and then a clown walked in! He was there for about an hour and a half and made everyone dance with the lady whose birthday it was etc. We had to leave early before the buses stopped running so didn’t get to have any cake!

Over the last few weeks I’ve been doing some house visits with Pat in the shanty towns. People here are so hospitable; we were given a meal at one house! Some of the visits have been very humbling indeed and I’ve really been challenged by the injustice of poverty. I find it very difficult knowing that I am able to “escape” and come back to my nice room in Surco whereas they do not have a choice. Pamplona (the shanty town) is always buzzing on Saturday nights (when we do the visiting). There are always parties going on in the streets to early hours of the morning so I’m told. People don’t have the room in their houses for parties so they just have them on the roads instead!

I’ve done a bit of exploring. A few weeks ago I went to an old pyramid temple called Huaca Pucllana made out of mud bricks in Miraflores. Jo and I have been into Miraflores too to have lunch and have a general look around etc. I’m hoping to go to central Lima soon but having got around to it yet! I’ve also learnt a bit of Peruvian cooking with Jo from the family that she is living with as well as sampling a 2 course lunch including a drink with Pat for about £1.50! Pat, Jo and I are singing in the choir at the Cathedral. There is a service on Saturday for the World day of prayer so we are singing to lead the congregation. We’re singing mostly famous English hymns (in Spanish of course) so it’s really good knowing the tune! Last week we also went to a Christian conference (like New Wine but a lot smaller and no camping) for 2 evening sessions.

On Sunday’s I go to 2 services. The one in the morning is in Shalom, about 20 people come. There are about 4-8 children that come so I help with the Sunday school and usually prepare the craft that we do. I love all the Peruvian worship music, in Shalom we just sing with tambourines (sometimes a guitar). This Sunday the Sunday school in Jesus el Nazareno will start, that is at 5pm and so not part of the service, I’ll be going to this in order to help. The service at Jesus el Nazareno is at 7pm but like most things in Peru normally starts at least half an hour late! About 40 people go to this service. 

I’m now having 2 hour and a half Spanish lessons a week with a lady who lives about 10 minutes away from me. I’m really enjoying them and she’s a good teaching and hopefully my Spanish is improving. I definitely can understand a lot more now but I still find it difficult to speak it (a bit of a problem!)

This weekend I went on the youth camp. It was in the south of Lima, about 2 hours on the bus on the coast. It was really fun and really nice being by the sea and being able to swim in it. The location was beautiful and it was nice to see another part of Lima and spend time with people my age. 

Sorry, I’ve jumped around a bit but hopefully you can get an idea of what I’ve been up to and sorry it’s so long again.

Lots of love to you all.

Jessie.

xxx

