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SAMS NEWS AND PRAYER




Paraguay

· Following a couple of tense days in late June, the President of Paraguay Fernando Lugo was impeached and left office. This was mainly as a result of the state of insecurity following the tragic killing of 15 people in a land ownership dispute in the north west of Paraguay two weeks ago. His vice-president, Frederico Franco, was sworn in as President in his place. Paraguay has been suspended from Mercosur, an economic and political agreement among Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. Founded in 1991 by the Treaty of Asunción its purpose is to promote free trade and the fluid movement of goods, people, and currency. The trade bloc dominated by Brazil, and Venezuela halted fuel shipments to Paraguay. The Rating Agency Standard has downgraded Paraguay, citing the dismissal of top economic officials, a recession and the potential for more political instability. There seems to be lots of in-fighting. Some reports claim that Lugo would like to raise support for himself and contest the proceedings. Neighbouring countries are questioning whether what happened was really legal and not a type of coup and are muttering about severing connections. Pray for peace and stability in Paraguay at this time of upheaval. 
· Bishop Peter’s mother passed away in June. Pray for Peter and Sally who at this moment are back in the UK for a short time.
· Pray for Hannah Taylor who continues to teach at St. Andrews. Pray especially for safety as she travels within South America during her winter holidays.
 

· Pray for the Hickmott family (Matthew, Kim, Ben & Sam) as they conclude their time in St Andrews and return to Dublin. 

· Pray for Gwen and Mags as they visit link churches in the UK and Ireland. 

· Pray for Claire Holmes who prepares to leave for Paraguay on 18th July. Give thanks that Claire’s house has very recently been rented out.
· Pray for David Orritt (Mission Paraguay) who has a busy July preparing and leading teams in Paraguay.
SAMS Mission Director

· In the autumn Bishop Ken Clarke (known to us all as ‘Fanta’) will take up his post with SAMS as the new Mission Director. Pray for Fanta this month as he is the key speaker at the New Wine gathering in Sligo from Sunday 8th – Friday 13th July. 
Northern Argentina

· The Wichi on the Pilcomayo are still working to gain their land rights. Francisco Perez continues as coordinator of Lhaka Honhat (Our Land), helped by Rogelio Segundo. Jose Canteros works alongside, supported by Susana Avila. Pray for them, for patience and perseverance, for younger people to commit themselves to this slow ongoing process, and for the national government to act on behalf of the indigenous people.
· Pray for Andrew Leake who plans to start a bird survey in these drier months, to replicate a study conducted in 1985. The area looked at then has since been deforested, so a repeat study using the same methods should show how bird species have been affected by these changes. Andrew then plans to apply the same methods in an area of the Chaco still with forest cover, but under threat. Pray for the teams taking part. Continue to pray for God’s guidance and for funding to buy a suitable plot of land for the ‘Land for Life’ conservation. Pray for encouragement for Andrew and Maria in this work as it often feels like an uphill struggle.

· Pray for Bishop Nick and Catherine Drayson and all the family as they mourn the loss of a mum and grandmother. Pray for Stefanie, as she acclimatizes to life back in the UK and begins to think and pray about her next step. Pray for Sam and Sally as they start their life together. Pray for Nick and Catherine as their whirlwind visit to UK concludes before returning to life and work in Northern Argentina.
Red Box Project

· Pray for Cecilia the project coordinator as she is presently translating a youth resource from English to Spanish in her spare time! Pray also for the meetings taking place, which are preparing summer camps for the coming year.  

· Pray for Fiona (Red Box volunteer) as she continues to grow linguistically. Pray that in the midst of the joy and frustration of being in a totally different cultural setting, God’s peace and love would be evident in a tangible way.   
FUSION Volunteers
· Pray for Penelope Perez from Chile, who has been based for 1 year as a SAMS FUSION volunteer at the Church of the Resurrection, Belfast. On 5th July Penelope returns to Chile, so pray for quality time with family and friends. Penelope will be returning to Belfast in the autumn for another year to continue with Church of the Resurrection. 
· Pray for Jax McCallum from Argentina who will be visited this month by her grandfather. Pray for quality time together. 
· Pray for Virginia Morales from Uruguay, who has just arrived as a FUSION volunteer with Shankill Parish in Lurgan. In these early weeks pray for Virginia as she lives within an English speaking world and works through the numerous challenges of being in a place for the first time.
Do you receive the SAMS Buena Vista magazine twice a year? If not let us know and we will include you in our mailing list. 
If you want to receive more than one copy of Buena Vista for praying friends let us know. 
If you want to receive a visit from SAMS to speak at your church, prayer group or home group please let us know. Thank you for your prayerful support.   
