                A Blessed Christmas to all of you.
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This year has been a busy and exciting one for us. Stuart finished one period of locum duties at Kensington and started another in Abbotsford, both are suburbs in inner Sydney. He is now having a much needed rest and is looking forward to going to the CMS missionary conference held every year in Katoomba, a well known town in the Blue Mountains. Thousands go every year and it is an inspiring time for all. Kids simply love it as the programmes are so applicable to their age groups.
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In July we moved to Bargo, a town about 100 kms. south of Sydney where Suzanna and Craig bought an 11 acre rural property. There was a lot of work to do, in fact we are still doing it!   Besides us 4 adults and of course Harrison, we have acquired 11 chickens, a cockerel, 5 ducks, Alice the puppy, Oscar a ginger tom kitten and now…Portia, a beautiful 16 and a half hands mare  due to have a foal early in January. All very exciting along with the renovations. We have had help from some very willing young backpackers too.
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Stuart returned from a wonderful trip to Brazil just in time to help with all the removals. He had been invited to be a speaker at an international Evangelical Congress in the N E of Brazil. After an absence of many years he was delighted to meet up with old friends and share with new ones. 
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The rest of the family are all well, Lois and Bez and their children in Johannes-burg. Lois has turned into an accomplished artist (see picture on the left) as well as an excellent horsewoman.

Paul and Lucy and children are off abroad somewhere skiing at Christmas and Daniel and Sarah plus there two are staying at home. Daniel is following in mum’s footsteps and having knee surgery sometime in the Spring following an injury he sustained years ago when he was a teenager and keen sportsman.
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Kathryn says ‘Amen’ to the picture on the left wondering how she was going to be involved in ministry in a rural situation with no licence to drive and no public transport. She became aware of an opportunity to do online Christian counselling with an international organisation and after the necessary checks and references plus the online training got started 4 months ago. Since then she has had over 100 people contact her. Some just want a little reassurance but others require much more counselling and prayer support. She is finding it very challenging and inspirational.
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We have joined in with the local parish of 4 churches in some of their outreach programmes such as a big “Jesus, all about life” campaign which included visiting many homes in the area and delivering gospels wrapped up for Christmas. We also help with a new elderly people’s outreach once a month and local home Bible studies etc. People are very friendly and welcoming.

We would like to thank our friends and fellow workers at this wonderful time of year for all you letters of encouragement and support. We do value your prayers and interest in us and our family. May the picture on the left remind you that we are all on a journey to meet the coming King. May we each show the humble obedience of Mary and the steadfastness of Joseph as they awaited the birth of the baby Jesus who was also their Saviour and King.

Our address here is 147 Tyler’s road, Bargo, NSW 2574 Australia, if you or anyone you know wants to visit. But for mail, the PO Box is better: PO Box 180, Bargo, NSW 2574, Australia.

May God be gracious to you and all those you love and may He fill your hearts with peace and joy as you remember the words of John 3: 16.

With our love and very best wishes,

Kathryn and Stuart.

December 2009.

