Beryl Baker Update

Beryl’s most recent news betrays her British (Barnehurst!) origins because it has quite a lot about the weather. With her home virtually astride the Tropic of Capricorn, she doesn’t get snow. But in the middle of winter the temperature has fallen as far as  – 1° C. Beryl’s constant companion is her hot water bottle.

I once asked why she didn’t solve one problem with another, coming back to the U.K. in the winter to avoid the upper-forties temperatures of the Chaco at that time (and celebrate Christmas here). A very terse answer was that the heat of the Chaco is always preferable to an English winter. It’s always interesting to see whether, with someone who, like Beryl, has spent virtually all her life since 1977 in the heat of the Chaco, the body adapts. This situation tells us also of another of Beryl’s obstacles- one which some of us probably couldn’t tolerate. The Chaco Indian lives for the present; no forgoing today’s consumption for tomorrow’s unknown needs. We were told a story that when a Chaco Indian  feels cold, he lights a fire and the first thing he does is to throw the front door on it.

Beryl makes no comment about her health, which we read as “can’t be too bad,” and certainly not about a visit home. A setback has been the departure of Jeremiah, who has shouldered the burden of the hard physical work at the clinic for some time. He wants a more delineated career path, unsurprisingly. His sister, who is a Christian, is serving Beryl in his place. She wants to study for a career, but can do this by Distance Learning Material. Better still, says Beryl, when the Giant Anteater is released into the wild in the spring, the physical demands will further decline. We’ll take her word for this, for it’s not a common event in this country.

Ed and Marie Bryce are again after their dengue fever at the nearby (relatively) St. Matthew’s church, a further encouragement to Beryl. He speaks the local language well and may make the 6 or 7 hour bus ride from Asuncion for the purpose of his ministry in Rio Verde. Tim Curtis claims that it gives him some hours of quiet study. Soon Beryl will have another mercy trip, organising the transportation of 72 Indians to the American Eye Hospital in Filadelfia, 135 km. from the clinic.

Project Paraguay continues its regular visits to Paraguay and the Chaco. Their work might be to lay or repair drains and foundations, decorate or restore. A group will go from St. Mary’s Harlow, an “ever-present help” to Beryl. The truck is still unsold. We’re not told why; Beryl needs ultra-reliable transport in such bleak surroundings. With 1.1 people per square mile density of population, transport is vital but potential buyers very scarce. This is one place where e-bay does not seem to have reached, although there is very regular “chatter” on the  short-wave radio, almost always for commercial purposes, as merchants advertise their wares. This infuriates Beryl, who says that it was inaugurated for the care of bodies (flesh, not metal). No Bullet Points for prayer; read again the needs and let them speak to your heart.
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