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Dear family, friends and brothers and sisters in Christ:

May the peace of the Lord be with you. It has been almost three months since I sent you the last e-mail about our church wedding and it is now time to write to you again. I will begin with the promise the Lord has fulfilled in our family, our church and in our ministry. 

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things that you do not know” Jeremiah 33.3 
After the wedding and the missionary visits from the USA, Walter suffered a dramatic decline in health. He was physically weak and for a week he lost his voice and was unable to make a sound. This situation prompted him to go to Salta, Argentina, with our son Sergio to see what was happening with his cancer. His doctor was surprised and happy to see him looking so well; his weight was good and his hair had returned nicely. However, after three days of testing, the doctor’s elation and smiles dissolved into inconsolable tears. The cancer had spread and metastasized in various organs. In other words, nothing more could be done. The doctor hugged him and advised him to stop working and to spend the few weeks he had left enjoying his family. This all transpired in the last days of August. These days were so difficult because we had to share this bad news with our families and our congregation. I must confess that during that tough weekend I felt my strength leaving me. 

Coincidentally, a year ago the congregation had declared September to be a month of fasting and prayer; this gave us renewed life and strength to remain steadfast and united with our brothers and sisters. There were intense days of fasting and prayers coupled with the Word of God. This is when we called out to the Lord even more fervently to restore Walter’s physical health. We did this in blind faith, trusting in God’s promises. By God’s grace we were also in La Paz on the 18th of September to attend the Marcos Witt concert based on the theme of the SUPERNATURAL.  For with God nothing is impossible if we only believe in him! We went with a group from our church and we were confident that God was beginning to respond to our pleas. After the concert, on the 21st of September, with God’s grace and thanks to the many gifts we had received for our wedding, God granted the wish that Walter had been longing for: to visit the Holy Land and follow in the footsteps of Jesus. And so, on the 23rd of September we were in the Holy City of Jerusalem. We spent seven marvellous days reliving the words of the Gospel. On the 1st of October we went to Nazareth and in the Basilica of the Annunciation (where the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to the Saviour).  It was exactly in this place that the God of love demonstrated his power and mercy. Walter felt an intense heat like a burning fire in his back. This servant of God, who depended on morphine to live from day to day, was touched by the loving hand of God. From that day forward Walter’s body has been free of pain. God began to listen to our pleas and He is showing us great things by what has happened in Walter’s life. 

This e-mail is to give Glory to God, so that you listen or read about a woman, wife and mother who saw her beloved lose consciousness a number of times due to the pain, and living from one shock to the next. In these difficult moments, thanks to prayer and faith, God took control and was at work in each crisis. Our children, Sergio, Mariangie and Micaela, are witnesses to the power of faithful prayer. It is my wish to invite you to put trust in the Lord and call out to Him and to hope with Faith. I assure you that YES, he will respond, but in his own time and for the well-being of those who love him. Open your heart to Jesus, if you are going through a difficult time with personal illness or with the illness of a loved one or with a personal, family or job-related problem.  TRUST IN GOD, CALL TO HIM AND HE WILL RESPOND TO YOU as he did to us. The Holy Land is not the only place where miracles happen, it is not the Jesus of yesterday who worked miracles. It is the JESUS OF TODAY AND ALWAYS who performs miracles as he lives in your heart or where he wants to live if you permit it. 

I thank you for your continued prayers and the e-mails you have sent. They have been nourishment in the time of torment. I would like to ask one more favour; on the 27th of November Walter will celebrate his 40th birthday. This is a day that the doctors, science and medicine never thought Walter would see. Yet, they see him now, getting healthier and stronger by the day! It is my wish that we unite on Thursday, November 26th (which is Thanksgiving Day in many countries) in prayer, thanking God for our lives, for His faithfulness, love and mercy and especially for the life of Walter. He will turn 40 ending one period of his life and starting a new ministry with the certainty of someone with first hand experience who knows that GOD PERFORMS MIRACLES YESTERDAY, TODAY AND ALWAYS. 

I invite you to glorify God and live according to his WORD. 

“Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world. Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”      Isaiah  12:5-6 

May God bless you and fill you with his love 

Sandra Kellemberger de Barrientos 

P.S. Below is the link to some photos: the Holy Sepulchre, the Temple Rock, the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, Masada, the Dead Sea, Betania, the Ein Karen Basilica of the Visitation, the tomb of Samuel, Jacob’s well, photos of camels and a donkey, Nazareth,  the renewal of wedding vows in the Church of Cana in Galilee, Mount Tabor, the Jordan River, Haifa, Walter saying goodbye in the Basilica of the Annunciation, the day of our return home in Tel Aviv, arriving to “home sweet home” with all the family, the reunion with our children. On October 9th we arrived in Tarija where we were affectionately greeted (as always); on the 10th of October the period of fasting and prayer ended and Walter gave his testimony to God’s faithfulness and that He always fulfils his promises. On Sunday, October 11th the Church is back to normal and the very last photos are of Walter taking shots of the children who were on retreat last Saturday (November 7th) 

http://picasaweb.google.com/Jesuselbuenpastor31/ADiosSeaLaGloria# 

For photos of our church wedding on July 25th. See

http://picasaweb.google.com/sandrik23/BodaReligiosaSandraWalter?authkey=Gv1sRgCNyk3InbwZPO-AE# 
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