La Paz, September 18, 2010
Beloved family, friends, and brothers in Christ:

With the peace of God I am now prepared to share with you the latest news from our family. In our last email from Easter I told you that God called us to go to new lands. In obedience and with the peace that comes from Him we said: “We are here Lord, your servants, through us have your way and send us to announce your good news wherever you guide us.” We are now in a new land, in a new city named La Paz. La Paz means peace and like its name, it is here in this city that is very special to Walter and me, that we pray to be instruments of God, instruments of Peace, and Love. 

We leave the churches of Tarija: Jesus, the Good Shepherd and the Holy Cross, fully aware that one plants, others maintain, but the growth and the harvest depend solely on God. (1Cor.3.6), and it is with that same promise that we undertake the shepherding of the church Christ, the Redeemer in LaPaz.

We spent months of mixed emotions, but we joyously prepared ourselves for the departure because we felt that God was calling. We also were sad to leave those so special to us, family, loved ones and friends. We will miss beautiful Tarija where we invested four years of our lives witnessing great things in this lovely place including the birth of our daughter Michaela, the establishment of the Anglican Church in Tarija, the miracle of Walter’s total recovery from cancer and the transformation of so many lives by God’s grace. 

With the hand of God guiding every step, with time and patience, we began to prepare for our transfer.  July was an intense month of farewells and at dawn of August 9th we left Tarija and arrived in La Paz August 12th. The month of August was spent getting settled and by September we were ready to go! Our work began full steam ahead and in less than one month we saw the Grace of God spilling over in amazing ways! 

The family is happy, I give thanks to God for my three children Sergio, Mariangie, and Micaela, who have adapted happily to our new home. They began their third semester of school here in La Paz. 

And how they received us here in the church when we arrived, “…holy are the feet of those who announce peace…” I ask God that he allow you to think a moment about this. It is not necessary to be a priest, a member of a religious order, or a pastor; it isn’t necessary to move far away, simply look around you, to the person closest to you, the loved one you have at your side, and is that instrument of God, be a missionary in your own home, work, school, university, etc. It starts today by bringing the good news of God. You don’t need long lectures and preparations, start evangelizing with a smile of love, putting peace where there is none and let God use you in any way that he wishes. And later we will ask ourselves:



How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?

And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those that bring good news!”

Romanos 10.14-15

And we can learn and experience that it is by giving that we receive more! 

May the grace of God be overabundant in your homes; I love you all with the love of God.

SANDRA K.
 
P.S. Thanks Karen Garon to help me with the translate of this email. 

P.S. Our new address is:

Urb. Los Pinos Bloque 1 Dpto. 201

Telephone: 591- 2- 2797646

Cell phone numbers are the same as always:

Walter: 591-702-23303

Sandra: 591- 798-76769

P.S. For the lovely people of Tarija, we miss you all terribly and we pray always for you. Thank you for your love and for allowing yourselves to be loved by God. I also need to tell you that the email of the farewell postcards doesn’t work. This method of e-mail is the best way. 

P.S. For the families and friends in the lovely city of the blue sky and its majestic Illimani La Paz, here we are yours! You are cordially invited to the activities of the church, making it clear that we will never try to change your religion or church; we are simply offering a place where God can make your spirit and knowledge grow and you can pass on what you receive to others in your place of worship. 

Our activities are as follows:

Monday: from 7:30 to 9 pm            Christian Leadership School

Tuesday: from 7:30 to 9 pm            Bible Study verse by verse starting from EPHESIANS

Wednesday: from 7:30 to 9 pm      Discipleship, we begin with the term: “How to overcome the obstacles in following Christ.” 

Thursday: from 4 to 5:30 Time for the elder adult (older than 50 years), Walter shares meditations to help live this lovely chapter of life intensely. 

Sunday: Holy Eucharist: 10 am and starting November Holy Eucharist at 9 and 11 am. 

COMING SOON!  Healing Ministry, Parenting School and workshops for married couples. 

Address:

Iglesia Cristo Redentor 

Av. Muños Reyes #1150

Calle 24 de Calacoto (across from the ex service station before the La Suise Restaurant) 

Telephone: 591-2-2791702

All Sunday courses, discipleship classes, and Walter’s sermons are recorded on MP3, I will get everything together from before our arrival in La Paz, whoever wishes to get this material please let me know and God will illuminate the path for it to get there. 

P.S. Finally, and I’m sorry for so much information, but I can’t write very often and my contacts are spread all over. I have included the link with pictures where you will be able to see our last days in Tarija, our departure and arrival in La Paz, encounters with families and loved ones, and even pictures of the last event from September 21st where Micaela competed for the crown of the Queen of Spring of her school. She was to model sport, casual, and evening attire; she also sang to the judges “La Pancita de Mamita” (her dad taught it to her). As you all can imagine, she won the crown not only because she was the youngest contestant but also for her charisma. Her smiles and kisses captivated the judges and the audience in general. 

Click the following link for the pictures:

http://picasaweb.google.com/sandrik23/EmailSEP#
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