BERYL BAKER’S NEWS    MARCH 2009

(via Len Hollingsworth)
Beryl’s March 2009 newsletter is a habitual message of good news/bad news. Much of the first part, below, is verbatim.

“The heat is intolerable; every day the thermometer registers over 40:  yesterday and Sunday 45. The rain still hasn’t arrived and it is now getting to the end of the ‘wet’ season. Already the emergency services are ferrying water to the Chaco communities.

“A visit to the U.K. is still a thought and not a reality, so please don’t raise your hopes too much. There are a lot of disturbing things going on in the Chaco due to a fanatical so-called Pentecostal group, and two of the Indian pastors have thrown in their lot with them, despite receiving a monthly salary from the diocese. The two concerned have become very aggressive and poor Bishop Andrés Rodríguez is having a shattering time.  Pastor Robert Fernández from La Patria was not present when Andrés went to see him as he was in another community which has linked up with the bizarre group. The President of Paraguay wants to meet with all the Pentecostal church leaders in Asunción to try to find out what’s really going on as some people have died and violence has broken out in other places.

“This group insists that we are in the Last Days and therefore we have to spend all the time in prayer and praise. Thus the children don’t have to go to school. They hand out suits and ties to all the young men, saying they must dress ‘properly’ if they are sons of God. [Presumably daughters of God don’t have to do so in temperatures of 40+.]
“Casting out demons is their thing and all the young men think that they have this ‘gift’ which is extremely dangerous. Nothing seems to have changed positively medical-wise as the same corrupt people are still employed and all the Indian health promoters seem even less likely to ever receive a government salary.

“Health promoter Liberato Cabañas remains blind but says at times he can see the light and people like shadows, so maybe some improvement is on the way. Without his input at Sombrero Pirí I have a lot more work than before. Norma [another of those people upon whom Beryl relies so much] is great but at present very disheartened as the leader of her community has nominated his sister-in-law as the official health promoter, who will receive Liberato’s salary. This lady is untrained and not a very nice person at all and yet the health authorities seem to have accepted her. I pray that Liberato will soon see again before he is written off.” [Petty politics this may seem to us, but the extent to which Beryl relies upon the health promoters is great.]

The need to supply medical care and the calling to the spiritual welfare of the residents of the Chaco is sufficiently demanding. To add to these the physical demands and the political/religious stresses caused by those who are obsessed with eschatology is such as to require our earnest and informed prayer. On the one hand there are the punishing requirements of the Chaco and the needs of its impoverished people, and on the other the opportunity to come home and to meet again her many supporters, report, and also get some much-merited rest. The choice, as that between the urgent and the important, should only be resolved by prayer - please.

The good points are that Beryl has taken up binge-drinking – of water! As a result her leg is a lot less painful, the colour back to normal, and the lump disappeared.

 Most recently, we have been contacted by a nurse enquiring about working with Beryl at the clinic. In today’s jaded terminology she “ticks all the right boxes”, including dog-walking! She has been given much more information and the advice (totally unnecessary, I’m sure) to pray at length and consider the practical difficulties of such a situation, despite its undoubted rewards in all forms. As she puts it, however, “if God wants me to go, he will make the path plain”.

 We are also both humbled and greatly encouraged by the recent response to Beryl’s letters, etc.  When sufficient information is set before people, they will respond suitably.  Publicity has resulted in more giving, more interest, more care and more prayer from many quarters for someone who is “doing it for the least of these” in a manner and place to which we might all aspire, but so few can attain.
