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Beryl’s most recent communication (April 24th) brings its habitual mixture of good (not so much) and bad (rather more) news.

“I have had more than enough of this present system”, she avers, concerning her current e-mail supplier, and hopes that a replacement will carry a new address and more topics for prayer.

Over the Easter weekend, while Ed Brice came to Río Verde to preach, his wife Mari and two young members of the San Andrés congregation back in Asunción visited Río Verde, Estribo and La Patria with puppets and a clown. The situation at the last named is returning to normal, although a group of young men are still very much involved with the extremists [pseudo-Pentecostal group]. Rubén Fernández, Pastor Robert’s father, actually stood guard with a revolver to warn the aggressive youngsters to stay clear.

Hilaria Esquevel has had her tracheotomy closed at last and is ‘doing well’. We met her in hospital in Asunción in September 2004 in this condition. Illiterate and without speech, she must have endured much in that time.

 The situation in the Chaco is desperate, but could be far worse if the rains due at the beginning of October don’t arrive soon. Water tankers are taking such limited amounts as they can access to the worst affected, but the alligators are congregating in large numbers at the remaining places where they can find water.

The worst affected are Central and Northern Chaco, virtually without water. Big fires are ablaze and most ranchers are slaughtering their animals. The effects on humans are great – diarrhoea, vomiting and urinary tract infections.

Last weekend Asunción and its suburbs experienced high winds which brought in their wake great clouds of ashes from the bush fires in Argentina, only a few miles away. Beryl says that she’s relieved that she’s not in Asunción. In view of all this woe, perhaps it’s not surprising that she said nothing about the scandal involving the President [and paternity claims against him].

Len Hollingsworth                 April 30th 2009



