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Jesus said  
“You have heard it said,  

‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’  
But I say to you, love your enemies 

and pray for those who persecute you.”

(Matthew 5:43-44)

MISSION 
DIRECTOR 
WRITES…

It used to be that the ‘ABC’s’ of 
introducing the English language  
were typically presented as A for 
Apple, B for Bat and C for Cat etc. 
Who can remember the alphabet 
pictograms from school? This way 
of alphabet presentation made for a 
uniform learning experience, not only 
in your classroom , but for schools  
and classrooms in an entirely different  
part of the country.
In much the same way, the Bible truths of 
Gospel and Mission have been taught in quite 
uniform ways which have clearly stood the 
test of time.

HOWEVER

In the past there have been some significant 
times of transition when the new context of 
culture has led to profound changes in how 
the same biblical truths have been delivered 
to new generations. During these epochal 
moments, new innovative ways of message 
delivery have been employed to reach hearts 
and lives that have changed in how they 
receive information and then self internalised 
this good news. The invention of the printing 
press revolutionised how people would read 
and how printed matter could be distributed.

New times, call for a fresh interpretation of 
the word of God, which is not dead, but very 
much alive!

Jesus said “You have heard it said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’ 
But I say to you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.”

(Matthew 5:43-44)

In these verses from Matthew, we hear a 
familiar phrase ‘You have heard it said’. Jesus 
makes reference to the general culture of 
the times. He draws out people’s attention 
to what is going on around them. But he then 
takes these same truths and reinterprets 
them in the light of fresh God given meaning.

For a long time, Church has followed the 
‘ABC’s’ for mission activity. There has always 
been a general recognition that the church 
should be involved in this key area of mission. 
Often it has fallen to the ‘few’ who have 
previously been called to a specific mission 
activity. Many of these people have in times 
past ended up in some sort of overseas 
mission posting. This has been a Godly 
activity and indeed the Lord has honoured 
and blessed this sacrificial service.

‘But I say to you…’. These few words have a 
powerful ability to hold my attention. What 
new interpretation might our Lord be giving 
us as to how mission and mission activity 
is ‘reinterpreted’ for these new times we 
live in? No one can deny that this age of 
the internet has had a profound impact on 
how people think and take notice of things. 
It is our privilege and responsibility to take 
these precious gospel truths and seek the 
Lord’s guidance and wisdom as to how we 
reinterpret it for today’s society.

Fresh thinking and re-interpretation might 
be easy for the ‘early adopters’, however 
the majority of the conservative church is 

slower to overcome some initial skeptical 
reservations on new ways of thinking.

This new year, can I encourage us to dwell 
on these words ‘But I say to you..’ What new 
ways of mission as a lifestyle is Jesus calling 
us to consider? What fresh thinking will led to 
new action for mission in your context? Ask 
God for his new and innovative interpretation 
for these times!

Yours in Christ’s name

Stephen
Rev Stephen McElhinney 
Mission Director, SAMS Ireland
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MISSION DIRECTOR TRAVELS 
IN URUGUAY & ARGENTINA

After three and a half years it was a great 
blessing to finally be on South American 
soil again! One of the joys of church 
partnership is being able to visit and bring 
encouragement to different parts of the 
church in this vast continent. But that 
encouragement is a two way street, since 
the true extent of gospel work in many 
corners of Latin America is noticed and in 
turn communicated to the rest of Christ’s 
Body - the Church. We praise God that he 
is at work in the world bringing news of 
great hope, joy and forgiveness.

URUGUAY

A new chapter of mission work began in 
Uruguay with the arrival of Bishop Daniel and 
his wife Mechi approximately 4 years ago. After 
moving from St Mark’s Church in Hurlingham, 
Buenos Aires, Daniel was ordained bishop 
with a special task of initiating a new mission 

work in the church in neighbouring Uruguay. 
This has taken the form of two phases. Phase 
one was a re-ordering of the social outreach 
project that happens in 9 different locations 
around the country. Time has shown that this 
programme while helping the church engage 
with society, has not caused the church to 
grow in any significant way. This has led into 
phase two, which is the formation of a new 
method of engagement within this secular 
society. For over two years now, Bishop Daniel 
and Mechi have been actively developing a 
community plant in their home. The aim is to 
bring a fresh community engagement with 
local people. Daniel and Mechi are using their 
background in physcology and counselling 
as a way to interact with people who are 
suffering from the effects of covid and poor 
mental health due as a side effect of isolation. 
With time, the hope and prayer is that this 
‘community plant’ will be a church plant within 
the anglican church community in Uruguay.

NORTH ARGENTINA

Salta is the main commercial and economic 
hub of the north. It’s here that you will find one 
of the main Anglican churches, San Andres. 
The lead pastor, Daniel Lescano has recently 
been appointed Vicar General for the Diocese. 
The diocese is extensive geographically, large 
distances have to be covered in order to visit 
the many smaller anglican communities of the 
Indigenous Church network. The appointment 
of Pastor Daniel as the new Vicar General, is in 
response to the future retirement of Diocesan 
Bishop Nick Drayson due in May 2023. After 
many years of faithful service to the wichi 
church community in the Chaco through such 
things as Bible translation and more recently 
as diocesan bishop, Nick and his wife Katherine 
(both CMS partners) will be retiring. It was 
timely that a special congress for the Anglican 
indigenous church network of South America 
had been organised from the 6-10 Oct at the 
La Caldera Centre in Salta. Representatives 
of the church from Chile, Paraguay, Peru, 
Bolivia and North Argentina were present. 
A set of post conference ‘Declarations’ 
confirmed the desire to grow and advance as 
an indigenous church network. When Bishop 
Nick and Katherine step down next year, this   
will represent a further stage of the departure 
of the traditional overseas missionary. The 
absence of the overseas component in 
mission will no doubt bring some uncertainty 
in the short term, but will allow for the local 
church ‘seed’ to find its’ feet and grow with the 
enabling of God’s grace, mercy and protection.

SIWOK - GARDEN AND WELL PROJECT.

In the far north of Argentina, right across the 
river Pilcomayo from the Paraguay border 
is Mission La Paz. It’s here that Alex Deane 
(SIWOK) has been active in the past year 
working with different Wichi communities 
in the provision of several fresh water wells 
and drip irrigation for garden vegetables. A 
generous donation from the USA has enabled 
a new ‘super garden’ to be planted. This new 
large greenhouse has provided an abundance 
of vegetables - principally tomatoes and 
green peppers. The health benefits for 
the project families have been enormous. 
Clean water and nutritious food have helped 
many overcome the constant threat of 
malnourishment and disease. Despite their 
promises, the local government authorities 
have been slow to adapt the methods that 
SIWOK have developed over time. The training 
of local Wichi garden teachers have allowed for 
a much greater success rate  in the acquisition 
of new horticultural skills and know how. 

Packing fresh produceat Mission Chaqueña,  
North Argentina (Garden and Water 
project SIWOK)

Packing fresh produceat Mission Chaqueña,  
North Argentina (Garden and Water 
project SIWOK)

Participants at the Indigenous  
Church Congress, La Caldera, Salta, Argentina
Participants at the Indigenous  
Church Congress, La Caldera, Salta, Argentina

Bishops of Argentina at the Indigenous Church Congress, 
Salta. (Bishops Mateo, Brian, Crisanto, Nicolas)
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Saul and Norma Rodriguez tell us about 
the ministry of the indigenous shelter at Mi 
Esperanza, Concepcion Paraguay.
The shelter is a safe place to stay for indigenous 
people who travel to Concepcion and they can 
usually stay for up to five days, or longer if there 
is the need.  The church has been providing 
this service for many years and we have been 
living on site since the shelter was moved here 
in 2007.  It is a great help for the indigenous 
people, especially as there is nowhere else for 
them to stay when they make the often very 
long journey to Concepcion, for such things as 
medical treatment, documentation, childbirth, 
shopping, or to collect their pension.
This year, thanks to a donation received from 
SAMS we have been able to renovate and 
extend the shelter.  The improvements include 
the repainting of the original shelter and the 
construction of an outdoor partially covered 
area (for shade)  a cooking area and two new 
bathrooms, one for women and children 
and another one for men. We are also in the 
process of making the area more secure as on 
several occasions people have come over the 
wall to steal.  Please pray for security.
We were delighted to receive a donation of 10 
beds with sheets which are a great help and 
especially appreciated by the pregnant women 
and people who have had accidents.  
Recently we were able to help a patient who 
was injured in a motorbike accident in which his 
wife died.  He stayed in the shelter and we were 
able to give him spiritual and emotional support  

 
 
 
 
 
as well as practical help as he went for regular 
treatment.  He is awaiting more surgery.  Some 
of the other people who stay regularly are 
patients who are receiving dialysis and others 
with TB.
We and all those who use the shelter are happy 
with the improvements that have been made 
and are grateful for the donations and also for 
your support, love and prayers for us and for 
them.  It is a great pleasure for us to be able 
to serve in practical ways and to point them 
towards Christ so that they can develop their 
faith in Him.

Please pray

• For those who are sick, that the Lord will help 
them and guide them towards Himself. 

• For God’s continued provision for the shelter, 
that it will be able to carry on functioning 
because it means a lot to those who come 
from far away in the Chaco to have a safe 
place to stay.

• That the Word of God will be taught and that 
God will help us as we carry out this ministry.

Thank you.

Saul and Norma

New Shelter 
being used

New toilet block New beds

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL 
AND NURSERIES, LIMA

MI ESPERANZA - 
MY HOPE!

Isabel Montoya heads up the school.  
Her husband Anderson Sanchez is Pastor in 
the church.
Hello Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
we hope you are well .
We give thanks to our Lord for your support 
and partnership during this time because 
your help is very important  to maintain our 
activities . This year was time to get back to the 
new normality with new requirements from 
the government, which include cleaning areas 
around the School, gel hand cleansers and 
also providing cleaning kits for the children to 
take back home. We also provided food bags. 
As well as this we also keep providing social 
help to special cases like those who have lost 
their jobs , with no income or resources. Our 
activities in the School are focused by making 
the children happy. 
We also have more cases of children with 
special needs in our programme which is 
called ‘Take my hand friend and focus’. Our 
goal is to embrace all students with disabilities 
including Autism and Asperger’s. We must be 
able to accommodate these students and 
give them equal access, as they all have a right  
to education.
OUR LATEST ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 
• Celebrating Birthdays once a month  
• We provide workshops in dancing and ballet 
• Mondays Encounters (Time with God) in 
 the Church 
IN SEPTEMBER WE CELEBRATED 
• The family • The Bible • The spring 
IN OCTOBER WE CELEBRATED  
• The Girls • The Feast of the Light 
TESTIMONIES 
Janniell (Aged 6 with Autism)
Other schools did not want to receive him. He 
loves our school since he arrived with us and 
he is developing different skills, one of which 
is Prayer

Gael (Aged 9 with Aspergers)
His mum abandoned him with his 
grandparents because He was a had special 
needs Gael loves to read the Bible. He is also 
gifted at memorising.
Shantal (7) 
Her Mum died with Covid . She came from a 
mountainous area. She has a brother with 
Downs Syndrome. She helps take care of 
her brother because her Dad is always out 
of the house looking for a job. She misses 
her Mum and cries a lot because everything 
has changed since her Mum is not with them  
any more.
We try to make her feel happy with the love of 
God the best we can.
Please pray for these children and for many 
more to receive the Love and care of God 
You are always in our prayers giving thanks to 
God for our partnership. With your help we 
can keep helping the needs of the lost.
Stay safe. Blessings to you All 

Isabel

Above: Festival 
of Light

Right: Children 
with Cleaning 
kits including 
alcohol and gel
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This year’s Friday Night Live event will be as 
normal on the first Friday of February -  Friday 
3rd Feb 2023. However, we will be meeting in 
a new location - so please do NOT turn up at 
Craigavon Civic Centre!

We are delighted to announce that the new 
venue will be the recently opened Parish 
Centre at Annaghmore, Co Armagh. Please 
have a look at the ‘directions’ in the box here. 
As many of our supporters will know, there has 
been a strong support base in Annaghmore 
parish for many years. The parish has sent 
several mission teams to Paraguay which have 
participated in church building projects in the 
chaco region. The leader of these teams was 
Raymond Campbell, who sadly died in March 
2021. The newly constructed parish hall was 
dedicated in his memory at a special service 
of thanksgiving in June 2022.

As a tribute to Raymond and his leadership 
of these SAMS teams, we are pleased to be 
able to announce this new venue will host our 
annual meeting on the 3rd Feb, starting at 
7.30pm. 

We are also very glad to announce that we 
will have some special guests from South 
America this year. We will be welcoming 
Estaban Alvarez who will be no stranger to 
some of us since he spent a year in Craigavon 
in 2008. Estaban is currently the Pastor at St 
Saviour’s Church in Antofagasta, Chile. We will 
also be welcoming Bishop Samuel Morrison 
from Valpiriso diocese, Chile.

This year’s theme will be encouraging us 
to be a people who think BIG - “ENLARGE- 
EXPAND- EXTEND”. Based on Isaiah 54:2-
3, how can we encourage one another to 

focus on God who wants to bring all sorts  
of significant spiritual expansion into 
people’s lives both here in Ireland and in the  
South American Church.

DIRECTIONS
Address:  

Annaghmore Parish,  
53 Moss Rd, Craigavon  

BT62 1NT

Travelling on the M1 -  
take the road marked ‘Peatlands 

Park , The Argory - B131’ at 
Junction 13

Follow the sign for ‘Loughgall 
B131’ south for 1.5 miles. At the 

first junction, watch out for a sign 
marked ‘Annaghmore Church of 
Ireland’ which leads you straight 

ahead. Further along turn onto the 
Moss road where you will see the 

Church on your right. 

John and Phylis Logan have been in Mount 
Hoerbe, Itaperucu many times over the years. 
Here they bring news from the Director, Duba.

Dear Supporters in Ireland,

My name is Duda. I have been Director of Monte 
Horebe School for 7 years and have been 
working in Monte Horebe for 26 years.

We praise God for your help, care and love. I 
write these lines with much gratitude to tell you 
what God has done for us. Today we have 385 
pupils although after the worst of Covid we had 
problems regarding the non-return of pupils 
to school. Our classrooms were almost empty 
as parents were unwilling to send their children 
into a school environment or because they were 
experiencing financial problems. However God 
restored pupils to our classrooms and now we 
have a good number.

Our pupils have returned after a period of home 
education during which they found learning 
difficult, many suffering from anxiety and other 
syndromes caused by the pandemic. We have 
plans to augment lessons.

One other important piece of information is 
that currently we have 27 children with learning 
difficulties. This includes 11 with autism, some 
mild, some severe. Overall, however, God has 
been generous and has given us the capacity to 
care for these children with much love.

Last year 6 of our pupils gained entrance to 
university having achieved good grades in 
Vestibular. This year we have pupils in first place 
in the “Science and Chemistry Olympics.”

You have blessed our children in an incredible 
way giving them hope for a better life. Your 
investment has provided them with conditions 
to help make them God fearing, rounded  

 
 
 
 
  
citizens capable of doing good works locally and 
elsewhere.

Sincere thanks for your support and prayers.

May the grace, peace and love of Christ be with 
you all the days of your life.

With a big hug ….

Duda.

Meanwhile Monte Horebe’s Caçador project 
continues to improve the lives of that rural and 
impoverished community. Dental and medical 
services are provided on a regular basis, the 
school has a steady population of some 
30 pupils and the agricultural cooperative 
provides income for a number of farmers and 
employment for a small number of locals. 
The community centre, the base for all these 
activities, is that built through the generosity 
of the people of St Patrick’s and St Andrew’s 
churches, Coleraine.

John and Phyllis Logan Nov 22

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE - 
ON THE MOVE! SAME TIME, 
DIFFERENT LOCATION.

MOUNT HOERBE, 
ITAPERUCU

ANNAGHMORE

M1

M1

M1

ANNAGHMORE

1.
5

 M
IL

E

CHURCH OF IRELAND

J13

BELFAST

DUNGANNON

Escola Monte Horebe, Itaperuçu
….future Undergraduates?

Another good 
day at school ….
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Bishop Nelson writes:

The church which I Pastor has three main 
areas which we develop.

1:  Evangelism.  We have social projects but 
make the most of these opportunities 
to preach the Gospel.  We also have 
activities to intentionally proclaim the 
gospel e.g marriage meetings and 
Christianity courses.  These are weekend 
activities and non-christian couples are 
invited to experience it.

2:  Discipleship:  We teach Scripture to those 
newly converted to Christ, teaching the 
basics of the Gospel and then continuing 
with more advanced studies.

3:  Practical Help: We support and help those 
in need.  This is important as it leads us 
to live out the gospel in a practical and 
concrete way.  This has led us to reach 
out to immigrants especially with people 
from Haiti, Venezuela and Colombia.  In 
addition to this, our church serves in a 
hospital in the neonatal section.

I  visited Europe for the Lambeth conference 
and also received an invitation from SAMS 
Ireland to visit them and share with them in 
our common mission.  I, along with my wife 
Maria Sol, gladly accepted the invitation.  
This gave us the opportunity to visit lifelong 
friends who had been missionaries in Chile.

We visited the Parish of Mossley, a beautiful 
community where Rev Peter Jones is Rector 
and I had the opportunity to share the word 
of God.  Even though it was holiday time and 
part of the congregation were on holiday, I 
could see the great potential that exists in 
the preaching of the gospel and the service 
the church does in the community.  We were 
also grateful to visit the parish of Mullabrack 
a rural community where Rev. Peter Munce is 
Rector.  The parish has 3 churches that Peter 
is in charge of and this reminded me of my 
own pastoral experience when I looked after 
more than one church.  Even today, as well 
as my Episcopal duties  I am responsible for 
churches in two different areas of Santiago 
- ‘San Lucas Evangelista’ and “El Salvador’ 
church.  From January 2023 I will also be 
rector of CEP,  the theological college that 
trains future pastors.

Please pray for

1:  A new leader to help me with my pastoral 
duties and that God will provide us with 
the resources needed for this.  We are 
in conversation with some of those who 
have recently finished their theological 
studies.

2:  My new role as rector of the theological 
college that I will be able to do this role 

part time with the rest of the time as 
pastor of my parish.

3: In Chile it is possible to retire and 
continue working in the church.  As I am 
approaching that stage of my life I would 
value your prayers for this.

Thank you

Nelson Ojeda

Nelson Ojeda is an auxiliary bishop in the diocese of Santiago, Chile and Pastor 
of the church ‘St Luke the Evangelist.  He and his wife Marisol were part of the 
delegation of visiting Bishops to attend ‘Kingdom Voices’ in August last year.

NELSON OJEDA,  
AUXILIARY BISHOP IN THE 
DIOCESE OF SANTIAGO, CHILE

Bishops and their wives from Chile:
From the left: Bp Nelson, Miriam, Archbishop Tito, Hilary, Bp Alf and Marisol

10     |     SOUTH AMERICAN MISSION SOCIETY IRELAND BUENA VISTA - WINTER  EDITION 2023     |     11



¡Hola!

My name is Alison Hutchinson, married 
to Michael, I grew up outside Lisnaskea, 
Co.Fermanagh, now living in Belfast and am a 
teacher of French and Spanish in Bloomfield 
Collegiate.
My parents were lifelong supporters of 
SAMS and taught me about the importance 
of mission and supporting it prayerfully and 
financially. It was part of their lives, and I 
am grateful for their example. I remember 
pouring over the SAMS magazines, learning 
about the mission partners and projects 
overseas and there began a stirring in my 
heart about mission and in the Spanish-
speaking world in particular. After school I 
went to QUB to initially study French. During 
Freshers weekend in the Church of Ireland 
Centre, Belfast, I met Marianne Maréchaux 
(nee Whitehead) who was to become one of 
my closest friends and through her parents, 
Gordon and Beryl Whitehead, I would learn 
more of the work of SAMS in South America 
and start attending the conferences. At 
Queen’s I took up Spanish in my first year and 
loved it so much that I changed my degree 
to joint French and Spanish. For many years I 
attended the Church of the Resurrection, part 
of the student centre at Queen’s and there I 
met Helen Groves (nee Williamson) who was 
leading a Beyond The Norm team to Paraguay 
in 2001. Given that I was now studying Spanish 
and my interest in the work of SAMS, I jumped 
at the opportunity to go on what became 
a life-changing trip. This trip took us from 
Asunción to Concepción, then to the Chaco 
and we also took part in a Youth Camp in the 
countryside. I was inspired by the pioneering 
work of Claire Holmes, and the team in 
Concepción under Bishop Andrés Rodriguez 

and I felt very strongly that God was speaking 
to me about serving Him overseas. After 
leading a team myself to Concepción the 
following year, I then moved out to serve as 
a volunteer from 2003-2006. After this time, 
I continued serving on teams to Paraguay 
and Argentina through partnership between 
SAMS and Love for Life and I also travelled 
several times to Peru, once with St John’s 
Parish, Fivemiletown.
It has been such a joy and privilege to serve 
the Lord overseas with SAMS and now, based 
at home I have been delighted to continue to 
serve Him now on SAMS council. I am thankful 
that God has given me this opportunity, 
allowing me to keep up my involvement with 
SAMS, my connection with the church and 
partners in South America and to be able to 
use my skills on the Engage and Partnership 
team. Thank you also to Stephen and the 
other council members for their welcome and 
their patience as I learn the ropes!
Alison joined SAMS Ireland General Council 
in 2020 and has been a valued member of our 
board since then.

A few years ago I was sitting in an airport 
in South America with a few other mission 
partners as we made our way back, to spend 
some months in the UK.  It was getting close 
to boarding time.  We were at the indicated 
terminal and gate, the sign at the gate had 
our flight number and destination, yet, as 
boarding time got closer and there was 
hardly anyone around we realised there was 
something wrong. 
We spotted some of our airline staff and 
asked them about our flight.  Their words 
were music to our ears - ‘Don’t worry, we’re 
the pilots and the plane isn’t going anywhere 
without us.  Just follow us.’  (They admitted 
they were looking for the plane too.)
We followed with security and confidence 
because they were the pilots.
We often hear about the changing face of 
mission and there are so many wonderful 
changes and additions.  Short term mission 
trips, national leaders raised up in areas where 
missionaries went with the gospel, people 
from other parts of the world coming to this 
country to serve God, Zoom prayer meetings 
where people from different countries gather 
for prayer.  (Zoom was nearly unheard of 3 
years ago!)  We thank God for what He is 
doing.  We also ask the question: 
Does God still call people to go from here to 
serve Him in other parts of the world short 
term, medium term and long term? 
Is the command of Jesus to ‘GO INTO ALL 
THE WORLD AND PREACH THE GOSPEL’ 
still as relevant today, as it was over 2000 
years ago?  We believe the answer is yes and 
when we ask this question to leaders in South 
America the answer is ‘yes, we want people 

to come and serve alongside us.’  We are all 
called to be part of God’s worldwide mission in 
many different ways, and God still calls some 
people to follow him by going further afield to 
other nations. 
Thirty years have passed, but I can still 
remember so clearly when I first started to 
hear the  call of God to go to South America.
When He put in my mind and heart the 
thought and belief that He wanted to lead 
me there.  I remember a photo of a child in 
South America, a story about their life and 
three questions - will you pray, will you give, 
will you go?  What stayed with me was the 
INVITATION TO GO and this was the start of 
a South American journey that is still ongoing.  
When God calls, He equips, provides, protects, 
is with us and goes ahead of us so we can 
follow with security and confidence as He is 
the pilot of our lives.
Thank you for the difference you make to 
the people and the church in South America 
through your prayers, your generosity, your 
support and your presence.  Please keep 
praying that the Lord will send out workers 
and If today you think you might be hearing 
His voice asking you to go we would love to 
hear from you.

MEET THE COUNCIL MEMBERS 
SERIES CONT’D GETTING TO 
KNOW ALISON HUTCHINSON

CLAIRE HOLMES -  
MISSION DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
SAMS IRELAND
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Tammy Irene FUSION volunteer in Sligo. 
Tammy is based in Calry Parish Church and 
is a volunteer supervisor in the boarding 
department of Sligo Grammar School. 
Presently there are six Spanish speaking 
students.
It’s almost been a year of living in my dream 
country and just like before, I still can’t believe 
I’m really here. This past year has taught me 
so much and for that I’m forever grateful. 
Summer was absolutely life-changing; not 
only did my mom come visiting but I was able 
to experience supernatural healing. During 
New Wine, God miraculously grew my right 
leg, aligning it with my left one. My jaw was 
also healed and I can now talk and eat without 
my jaw hurting which I couldn’t do before. 
Apart from that, I’d say that even better, I am 
currently the closest I’ve ever been with God 
and that is something that I pray for everyone. 
I don’t think I would be in the same place if it 
wasn’t for this Fusion placement, so again, 
I’m forever grateful with SAMS for enabling 
this amazing opportunity. As life goes on, I’m 

thinking of my future and what to do next 
with it. Many doors are opening and many 
are closing, I would appreciate prayers on this 
same topic. That God speaks to me clearly 
and that I listen to His voice, and only to His. 
I’m thankful to say that people in Ireland and 
Northern Ireland have opened their arms to 
me and have helped with the struggles that 
come along when moving away from home. 
Besides the help, struggles are still there, 
prayers on feeling a bit lonely would come in 
handy. Trying to keep this short, I would also 
be grateful for prayers for Paraguay; not only 
for the church there but for the next bishop 
as well. For the people who are in charge of 
choosing him/her, for them to be divinely 
guided by God and for true Christianity to 
flourish in that warm and loving country.
I’m excited for the future and look forward 
to living God’s plan for me. All the blessings, 
Tammy.
If your Parish would like to host a FUSION 
volunteer in the future, please contact the 
SAMS Ireland office for further information.

FUSION IN SLIGO SAMS IRELAND NEWS 
Michael Browne (North Argentina)
The Chaco Church Trust seeks to help the 
developing church in the Chaco region of North 
Argentina. For many years Michael Browne (CMS 
associate partner) has been translating the local 
indigenous languages.
Michael writes about his recent work on the 
‘Toba’ translation:
‘With regards to the translation work, our monthly 
team meeting for November was postponed, 
mainly due to me not being able to travel yet, 
because of helping Silvia (Michael’s wife) with her 
convalescence, so now we’re planning for the end 
of the month and the first week of December. 
Please pray we’ll all be able to travel down to 
Córdoba and that we’ll make good progress with 
the ongoing checking of Exodus, Psalms and 
Lamentations. We’re hoping a special edition of 
the 12 Minor Prophets will be published soon, so 
that the Toba translators can take copies back 
home with them in December, to be distributed 
within their communities. These “tasters” of the 
Bible translation work are an important part of 
what we’re doing: a chance for people to read 
and meditate on passages they’ve never seen 
before in their own language, and maybe spot 
something that needs improving, before the 
Bible itself is published. It’s also a good public 
relations exercise, letting people know that we’re 
still hard at work and moving forward towards the 
finishing post!’ 

Michael Browne

Luke Pratt (Chile)
Dear SAMS family,
We send you all our warmest greetings from 
Santiago, Chile! We are well here, thanks be to 
God. Pen continues happily with her work in 
intellectual property law. Emily is very happy with 
her school, and is making new friends all the time. 
Pen’s mother Sylvia is in good health. My job in 
the church has been challenging and rewarding in 
equal measure, and with much more still to learn. 
I am awaiting my interview with the ordinands 
selection committee, with the hope of being 
ordained to the deaconry either at the end of 
this year or the beginning of 2023. We are hugely 
grateful for your ongoing prayer and financial 
support, and ask that you may continue to pray 
for the following points:
* That the Lord would make it clear what His will is 

regarding my ordination
* That He would grant us wisdom regarding our 

intention to return to the island of Ireland to live 
in 2023

* That, whenever it comes about, the eventual 
return will be as smooth as possible, especially 
considering Emily’s and Pen’s integration

* That He would give us the ability to make prudent 
decisions regarding how to best accommodate 
Sylvia, in light of our intended return

* That the Spirit of the Lord would move in 
power through the church in Chile, as it seeks 
to serve in a country increasingly struggling 
with delinquency, terrorism, illegal immigration, 
injustice, and poor government

God’s richest blessings to you all,

Luke, Pen, and Emily (Chile). 
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Tammy Irene -  
SAMS Ireland Fusion  

Volunteer in Sligo Ireland 

Stephen McElhinney with Michael Browne at the 
Indigenous Conference in Salta, North Argentina

Church Family at La Provedencia Anglican Church , 
Santiago where Luke and Pen are based.



L E G A C I E S

SAMS is extremely thankful for legacies which are left by individuals for the benefit of the work 
in South America. Legacies can make a real difference to the ongoing work and the extension 

of God’s Kingdom. Thank you for partnering with us. For further information in confidence 
contact the SAMS House. 

Thank you for being part of the SAMS team. If we can serve you in any way please  
do not hesitate to contact us.

SAMS House 
1 Irwin Crescent, Lurgan, Craigavon, Northern Ireland, BT66 7EZ

T: 028 3831 0144   E: office@samsireland.com
W: www.samsireland.com   F: www.facebook.com/samsireland1

Friday Night 
Live 2023
Friday Night 
Live 2023

Friday 3rd February
7.30pm
Annaghmore Church Hall

Enlarge  Expand  Extend 


