Paraguay Prayer Calendar May June 2009
Week Fri 1 – Thurs 7 May Thanksgiving                                                                                                         
I will always thank God for what he has done; I will praise his good name when his people meet. Psalm 52:9. This week we take time to thank the Lord for: 
· the government sewing and hairdressing tutors training 19 enthusiastic women associated with a sewing club started at the Concepción church – the 2  yr course leads to an accredited certificate
· the Easter children’s programme  in Rio Verde and the Chaco communities - Flores, Leona, Fernández, Karandá and Yatnata. Ed & Marie Brice, Neil, Daysi, Ariel and Jasmina were received with great enthusiasm, laughter and joy as the love of Jesus was shared through puppet shows, teaching and practical gifts, also giving thanks for the generous giving of food items, school materials and money which enabled this programme to take place
· good progress on the Exnet Old Testament translation, for the Obadiah draft and translation  work currently in Isaiah  and Jeremiah 
· April’s Youth in the Spirit Encounter, thanking God for the seeds sown in the lives of the 40 participants, for changed lives and for the team who worked hard to make this weekend such a blessing
· the start of a work of salvation in the heart and mind of Cristian, a new student in the Annexe school 
· the large number of children and young people who are attending  different groups faithfully each week, especially young people have grown up through the Children's Clubs and now attend Youth Groups                                                                                                         
Week Fri 8 – Thurs 14 May Youth                                                                                                                
Let no one despise your youth, but be an example of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity... attend to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift in you, which was given you by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the body of elders. 1 Timothy 4:12-14                                                                                                                                     On Saturday 9 May the Luque church sewing group are holding a sale of goods and hope to raise funds and meet potential contacts. They want to make an impact. Please pray! 
This week we also pray for the children, youth and young adults throughout the Diocese remembering:

· Claire Holmes asks us to pray for all who lead and help with children’s clubs - for protection, stamina and for more leaders. We also pray for Claire that she would have wisdom as she trains others.
· on Saturday 10th Youth in the Spirit is running a follow up meeting for those who attended last month’s weekend Encounter. Please pray that the seeds planted will be starting to grow producing spiritual growth and thanking the Holy Spirit for nurturing these young people.  

· VIVE the new teenagers’ club being run by Sofie, Fatima, Yoye and Jasmin. 
· the confirmation and reception of members at the St Andrews Cathedral Evening Service on Sunday May 10 - we pray for each person who will receive the laying on of hands that many gifts of the Spirit will be given and as these people (mostly young adults) officialise their membership of this Christian community that they will grow in the Word, good conduct, love, the Spirit, faith and purity

·  the Annexe school - we pray for School Principal Victor Santacruz and his staff as they focus on ‘Freedom’ and we pray that many children will be set free, receiving joy in the place of sadness, hope instead of despair and the ability to take initiatives rather than resignation.  

· St Andrew´s School 2nd form trip to Concepción 12, 13 & 14th May, asking God for safety, fun and this opportunity to impact the lives of the school students.
· Paraguayan Mothers´ Day celebrations, thanking God for mothers and asking for strength and wisdom for mothers as they raise their children in challenging times. 
· Children from grades 1 – 9 taking exams, may schools be filled with peace, calm and hard work. 
I see a generation rising up to take their place, with selfless faith, with selfless faith. 
I see a near revival stirring as we pray and seek, we’re on our knees, we’re on our knees.

by Brooke Fraser 
Week Fri 15 – Thurs 21 May  Prayer for the Chaco                                                                                      
What God has said isn't only alive and active! It is sharper than any double-edged sword. His Word can cut through our spirits and souls and through our joints and marrow, until it discovers the desires and thoughts of our hearts. Hebrews 4:12
The Word - Theological consultant John Wigfield (SAMSGB/CMS) visits Asunción this week. We pray for the seminar that John will lead, for God’s people to desire to receive, study, value, meditate on and put into practice God’s Word. Let’s pray that John’s meetings with faculty members at Asunción Bible Institute will be fruitful.  Please pray for Tim Curtis and the translation team Juan Martínez, Asunción Rojas and Martín Rojas.
Rain - Thank you for your prayers.  We know that God is faithful and hears the prayers of righteous men and women. As yet a significant amount of rain has not fallen. Let’s continue to pray... 

Agriculturist Chris Hawksbee writes: ‘The water tankers are in action again, but are having problems as to where they get water from to distribute to the communities. The water quality in the reservoirs is getting poor due to low levels and higher concentrations of salts which interfere with quality. It is unlikely that at this time of year we will receive the rains that are needed to fill reservoirs and see us through winter and spring. Esteban Galeano (Chris’ co-worker and  helper) and I have advised people to start digging hand dug wells and line them with palm trunks or planks to stop them caving in. This used to be the method years ago, and most indigenous communities know about this technology but are very reluctant to do it as they think other people have the responsibility for providing them with water.’ 

Initiative – Please pray for the Chaco communities that there will be an increasing desire to let go of dependant attitudes and a growing desire to take on responsibility. As we pray we can meditate on the words of the psalmist:

You alone are God! Only you are a mighty rock. You give me strength and guide me right. You make my feet run as fast as those of a deer, and you help me stand on the mountains. You teach my hands to fight and my arms to use a bow of bronze. You alone are my shield. Your right hand supports me, and by coming to help me, you have made me famous. You clear the way for me, and now I won't stumble. Psalm 18:31 - 36 
Protection and Unity – Remembering the difficult situations that have occurred as a result of itinerant preachers encouraging Exnet Anglican believers to solely dedicate themselves to prayer and fasting and to stop engaging in normal everyday routines (erroneous teaching on the second coming) and situations of  dispute between some church leaders we ask for you to pray for:

· Church and community leaders to seek wisdom and teach Biblical truths
· repentance where there has been hardness of heart and ill will

· spiritual protection

· spiritual freedom

· maintenance of the unity that belongs to the church because of Christ work of reconciliation
Health and Wholeness – we stand in prayer with nurse Beryl Baker as she ministers to the physical and spiritual needs of many in the Chaco, thanking God for the blessings of answered prayers and the gift of life saving medicines. We pray for Liberato Cabañas (a community health worker who suddenly became blind for no apparent reason), Celadonia Cabañas (15 years old) very poorly with TB. We pray for believers to let go of their trust in shamans and to place their faith and trust in God who is able to save, deliver and heal. Please thank God for those who are willing to be trained and work as health workers, praying for government funds for their salaries.
Week Fri 22 – Thurs 28 May Prayer for the Church – from  St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians          
We pray for Christ’s church in Paraguay remembering all ordained leaders including +Peter Bartlett, +Andres Rodríguez; pastors Jorge Arévalos, Ed Brice, Patrick Butler,  Luis Echeverría, Agustin Maidana, Cefe Romero; Mario Caballero, Elvio Cabañas, Teodoro Campestegui, Lucio Romero, Robert Fernández, Juan Sosa; deacons Niño Pepe Aguero, Agripino Cerro, Mario Recalde and Romualdo Rojas, all lay leaders, church council members and all of God’s people.  
We pray for the Anglican Marriage Encounter planned for this weekend, praying for all the couples involved asking for reconciliation with each other and reconciliation with God the Father, from whom all families take their name. 
Chosen by God!                                                                                                                                                      
‘For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight’ 
· ask God to help all believers  in Paraguay to grow in faith knowing that they are chosen and very special to God

· ask God to teach you and other believers how to live a holy life that pleases him
Adopted by God!                                                                                                                                                       
‘In love, he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Christ Jesus, in accordance with his pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.’ We pray for:

· all believers to rejoice in their adoption into God’s family
· a greater understanding of God’s pleasure and will which lavishes love on humanity

· the church to reflect God’s love to those as yet outside God’s family

Friends of God!                                                                                                                                                       
‘And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure which he purposed in Christ to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfilment -  to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.’  
We thank God that he chooses us as friends when we reverence him, and that as our friend he shows us his plans (John 15: 15) It is good to pray for ourselves and other disciples of Christ that we will grow in friendship with God, and that we will honour our friendship with Jesus in our everyday lives.
Chosen for his glory!                                                                                                                                                
‘In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.’  
How wonderful that he chose us first to be for his glory!  This is a daunting fact! Please pray for yourself and all Christ’s disciples in Paraguay that: 
we will delight in God’s glory                                                                                                                        we will asking to be cleansed of the sin that spoils our lives                                                                         we will work with God for transformation in our lives

Purchased for freedom!                                                                                                                                            
‘In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.’ 
What a great Father who paid for our freedom with the blood of his son Jesus!
· choose to thank God for his great love lavished on us

· choose to seek forgiveness for the ways in which we and the church have failed God

· choose to reflect on the cost of our freedom

· choose to seek freedom in any area of your life where you struggle with sin
Marked by the Holy Spirit!                                                                                                                                           
‘Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his glory.’ 
Let us pray for the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives:
· thanking God that he has marked all who believed with the seal of the Holy Spirit

· ask that the Holy Spirit will open our spiritual eyes and ears to understand God’s holy Word

· ask the Holy Spirit to empower us to live lives that ‘tell’ others about God’s love
Week Fri 29 May  – Thurs 4 June Pentecost

Holy Spirit rain down, rain down, O Comforter and friend, how we need your touch again. Holy Spirit rain down, let your power fall, let your voice be heard, come and change our hearts as we stand on your word, Holy Spirit rain down. No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind can know what God has in store, so open up heaven, open it wide, over your church and over our live, Holy Spirit, rain down.                                                                                     by Russell Frager  Hillsongs, Touching Heaven Changing  Earth
      Holy Spirit, we pray for the Redeemer Church in Zeballos Cue, for Pastor Luis & Regina Echeverría, and the new church council asking that the believers will decide to live in a way that is worthy of the people God has chosen to be his own, living and working in humility and gentleness, patiently putting up with each other, keeping their hearts united and living in peace. 

      Holy Spirit, we pray for St Johns church in Roque Alonso, for Pastor Cefe & Ana Romero that in this time of preparation for the Power to Change Campaign in September the followers of Jesus will know God’s great and mighty power, which is the same power that was unused when God raised Christ from death and let him sit at his right side in heaven.

      Holy Spirit, we pray for the church in Luque as Pastor Jorge Arévalos retires and new leadership emerges that you will grant the fullness of what God has stored up for his people, setting believers free, and that God will be honoured and praised.
Holy Spirit, we pray for the three St Andrews congregations, the morning congregation under the leadership of Pastor Agustín  & Teresa Maidana, the evening congregation which Pastor Patrick & Rosie Butler have lead (along with the emerging leadership of Raquel, Karen, Sofie, Donald,  Edu, Charlie, Norman and others), and the English speaking morning service,  that as God has treated his people great with kindness and your power is at work in these believers they will be empowered to spread the good news.
Holy Spirit, we pray for the churches in the Chaco communities that they would chose to allow you to you change their way of thinking. Created in your image, we pray for all our brothers and sisters that they will please you choosing to live holy lives, staying alert and always praying by the power of the Spirit for each other.

      Holy Spirit, we pray for St Pauls church in Concepción lead by +Andres & Estela Rodríguez, facing the challenges bought by the resignation of Pastor Guillermo asking that you will  make church members strong followers and that Christ will live in their hearts, enabling them to stand firm and be deeply rooted in his love. 
      Holy Spirit, we pray for the 7 couples in Santaní, who meet on a monthly basis to study the Bible that you will fill these couples with love, happiness, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Week Fri 5 – Thurs 11 June Journeying with God and his people
‘And Jehovah said to Abram, Go out of your country, and from your kindred, and from your father's house into a land that I will show you. And I will make you a great nation. And I will bless you and make your name great. And you shall be a blessing. And I will bless those that bless you and curse the one who curses you. And in you shall all families of the earth be blessed.’ Genesis 12:1 – 3
We are all travelling on different paths but as we journey in different places, through time we are all part of God’s family and my life is touched by your life. God’s great plan is to bring blessings to all the families of the earth. Let us pray for each other as we move out of the comfort zone of familiar situations, family and friendship groupings, that our lives will bless others as God develops his plans.

As part of life’s journey we embrace:

Care and Nurture: praying for the Espereanza Foster Home, for Juana Villalba and the ladies who love and care for the children whilst they await adoption. We pray for little Pedro who has cystic fibrosis, Belén, sister and brother Barbara & Victor, and for Elba as the search is carried out for family member who might be able to care for her. We pray with Donald & Caroline Brooke excitedly expecting the birth of their first child in September and thank God for Donald’s ministry teaching the Word.
Refreshment: praying for the Diocesan Retreat Centre in Emboscada (as yet unfinished) which Agustín Maidana and others are putting aside time to care for. Thank the Lord for the retreats held during Easter week. Please pray for Ronald Irene from the Anglican Diocese of Bolivia, who is the guest speaker this week at a retreat for the young people of St Andrews evening congregation in Asuncion.
Lifelong learning: praying for the renovation of the Diocesan Library by Caroline Gilmour–White for the benefit of many young people who are anxious to lend books and study. 
Trials: praying for Jorge & Rebeca Arévalos during this time of ill health coinciding with Jorge’s retirement from full time ministry, that Jorge will receive healing and the blessings that a new direction will bring. 
Open doors: praying for Sharon Mc Cririe, Hector & Dilia, asking for divine direction in finding the way forward as ‘La Puerta’ seeks Municipality acceptance as a home for drug addicts.  We pray for other equipped Christians to accompany this ministry. We pray for Noemí, Celeste and Cristian that as they open the doors of their hearts to Jesus, that the Spirit would give them an undivided heart to love, serve him and respect him. 
Fellowship: praying for Ed Brice, and +Peter Bartlett as they travel and visit communities in the Chaco, listening to, teaching and encouraging believers.   We pray for Teodosio & Lidia Rivas as they lead the San Lorenzo Bible study group thanking God for unity in this group as they study and work together for the benefit of the community. We pray for Mission Paraguay, especially David Orritt and Caroline Gilmore-White, for all those who are preparing to travel to Paraguay in July, for those who are making the preparations for this exciting mission initiative here in Paraguay, asking for blessings for your people as they faithfully move out in mission.   
Transitions: with grateful hearts we thank God for gift of the lives of Patrick & Rosie Butler, (with Luke, Jessie & Johnnie) at the end of their fruitful ministry in Paraguay as they prepare to start working in Guildford, England.
In the name of Christ may your going out and your coming in be blessed, today and forever. Consider the path your feet tread, do not turn to the left or to the right from the path which God has placed before you. Be blessed with clear direction as you travel this road. As you allow God to direct your steps He will take delight in your walk with Him. May you understand the lessons that He wants to teach you, through the events that He allows in your life. Choose to stay on God’s paths and your life will be filled with joy and peace. Amen. 
Week Fri 12 – Thurs 18 June Praying for our schools and colleges
Gwen Carlisle (Principal) and Mags Southern (Deputy Principal) of St Andrews School ask us to pray for:

· fathers’ Day school celebrations, we give thanks fathers and pray that they will be enabled to be positive role models and be blessed as they seek to nurture and educate their children
· the IGCSE certificate ceremony on June 26th
· the Bible knowledge that children acquire in St Andrews will become heart knowledge

· school pupils sitting exams in June, for confidence, willingness to study and  healthy self esteem
We pray for all school teachers and staff especially Gwen Carlisle, Mags Southern, Elaine Black, Caroline Brooke, Babs Owen, Rachel Rudman, Susan Nagaitis, Linn Tedman (school librarian) and Miriam Greco (school administrator).
Early Years Provision
· Please pray for Director Estela López and her team at FEISA including Rupert & Samantha Parsons and Fiona Cooper, facing great challenges. Let us pray for peace, protection, wisdom and clear direction as decisions are taken, especially praying for the current students.
· Please pray for the current small scale initiatives with young children such as the PEPE preschool nursery asking God to bless these projects with committed staff and the necessary creativity and finances.
Good health As the season changes please pray for good health for all school and college staff and students.
School Worship Thanking God for many opportunities for children to take part in corporate worship we pray for all who lead school worship for enthusiasm and creativity, and for the children who take part that their hearts and lives will be changed as they encounter the love of Jesus at a young age.
Week Fri 19 – Thurs 25 June Praying for the Nation of Paraguay, South America & the World

Along with millions of Christians around the world we lift our voices in praise, for ‘We have a strong city; God makes salvation its walls and ramparts.  Open the gates, that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith.’ Isaiah 26: 1 + 2
We pray for Paraguay for President Fernando Lugo and his cabinet, for good government, integrity and the ability to bring about changes that will encourage justice to flourish.

We pray for the national Paraguayan economy as the global economy and climatic conditions bring challenges.

We pray for the hearts, minds and wills of Paraguayans to turn to God.

We pray for the Anglican Church in the Southern Cone of South America as we work together in partnership to bring the Gospel message to men, women and children of diverse cultures and ethnicities.

We pray for this planet, our temporary home, asking God that the Kingdom will come in greater measure.
We pray for all believers worldwide that we will bring glory to God as we become more and more like the joy filled man who finds the treasure. 
The kingdom of Heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which when a man has found it, he hides it,
 and for the joy of it goes and sells all that he has, and buys that field. Matt 13:44
Week Fri 26 – Tues 30 June Holiness
Bishop J C Ryle (1816-1900) poses a question which is never out of season: The wise man tells us, "There is a time to weep, and a time to laugh - a time to keep silence, and a time to speak" (Eccles. 3:4, 7); but there is no time, no, not a day, in which a man ought not to be holy - Are we holy?
This week we thank God for the opportunity to take time to consider this question. As we pray firstly for ourselves and then for the Church we humbly ask God to help us as we seek to live up to his calling on our lives to be first and foremost a holy people.

Father, you have called me to holiness, but how can I be holy as you are​? Holy Spirit, please teach me what holiness really means. I desire to seek your holiness first and then my call to be holy. Show me the great blessing and glory that is in being part of Christ and his holiness. Amen. 

                                    (Andrew Murray)

Thank you for praying,  
+Peter & Sally Bartlett 
on behalf of the Anglican Church of Paraguay
Iglesia Anglicana Paraguaya, Casilla de Correos 1124, Asunción, Paraguay, South America
peterparaguay@gmail.com               saritabartlett@hotmail.co.uk 
