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Sorry for the long radio silence. I was having an extended “out of office experience” in the USA (well, out of routine), but 10 flights later am back in Chile with new stores of Marmite and Benadryl, fiendishly writing away to get my class notes into Spanish. 

I was in Philadelphia for Christmas with my friends the Yates (including the three small Yates, who nearly made themselves break apart with excitement). I made mince pies in the shape of Cornish pasties (I have found in the past they break in muffin trays) and made roast parsnips and roast potatoes. It was icy and dark and cold: how Christmas should be. I was then in Orlando over the New Year and in fact spent it at New Smyrna Beach with my “American parents” Jim and Sally Rogers. The sea is still one of the things which makes me happiest. Then I visited my real family in the UK and met my nephew, who turned 2 in December, so you can fill in the rest! I had a lovely 3 day break in Barcelona before returning to the USA. The only time I can visit places in Europe is when I am in the UK and I have wanted to go to Barcelona for years. I walked for about 7 hours a day and loved it (Barcelona is also on the coast). I then got stranded in the UK for 2 days more than planned after the heaviest snow in many years, which was especially annoying as I had to pay $350 for the privilege owing to the cost of changing flights. I was back in Orlando for a few weeks and did a talk at New Covenant Church in Orlando for their parish retreat. (This was not all larking around time! I had some work to do which, sadly, could be done by laptop everywhere!). I got back to Santiago for the “pre-party” week of preparation for the students, which I was not teaching anything for. 

I had the goal of gaining weight while in the USA over Christmas and I am glad to say that I managed it. The Yates bore the brunt of it as I was eating like a teenager: two breakfasts, two lunches, snack before supper, late night snack. I was so fed up of eating by the end. I am now back to my pre-illness weight (in fact maybe even 1 kg more). I do not recommend the starvation diet. It is not fun. I am in fact going back to the doctor tomorrow as there are a number of slightly odd things about my health and I can’t work out if they are the result of the heat here or whether there is still something going on linked to last year. My mother thinks I’m allergic to Chile!

Last year’s first year was very small, but this year we have a lot of new students (well, a lot for us). There are 11 in my Early Church course (full time first years only) and we have about the same number of part time students: a total of about 20. I’m teaching both Early Church and Reformation Church this semester: Early Church to the first years only and Reformation to the second years only. This is to get the courses back into sync as they had become dislocated. It’s been quite enjoyable. The first years are a fun group and my little second year group is augmented by a husband and wife who are in the leadership of a recent church plant into one of the barrios on the east side of town. They all seem to be enjoying it so far. 

The weather has been abnormally hot and humid since I got back and I’m already fed up with it. The metro is especially unpleasant and the general airlessness of Santiago is not a pleasant change from Orlando which has unusually clean air due to the two coasts. Santiago is in a valley between the Cordillera de los Andes and the Cordillera de la Costa and so the pollution sits on the city. This has been more noticeable than usual because of my new contact lenses which suck up all the dust and pollution. I have found a great lens cleaner which contains hydrogen peroxide which dissolves all the gunge off them, though. It’s the first time that I have worn them and everyone has regaled me with tales of terrible eye infections that they have had as a result of wearing them. Anyway, it is now autumn, and I would like it to get a few degrees colder and stay like that…

Yesterday the CMS Australia missionaries were asked to take pictures of everything that they did that day, and the idea seemed good so I did the same today (Tuesday 31st March). Some of the pictures are rather odd, but I *plan* to put them up on my SAMS-USA page and some of them on my facebook. It actually provoked me to start some admin that I had meant to do for ages, including getting back into the habit of writing my letters. 

Thank you for your ongoing interest in the work we are doing here. 



