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Colossians 1:9-11 “...asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. In order to live a life worthy of the Lord....bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened...have great endurance and patience...giving thanks to the Father...”

The Prayer Calendar comes in a different form this month in order to give news of the recent Consecration of new bishop Peter Bartlett, which took place on Sunday March 29th in Asuncion.  

Please concentrate prayer during April on this new stage of diocesan life in Paraguay.  

Give thanks for  the moving and inspiring Consecration service, with the participation of Bishops Greg Venables (Argentina), Tito Zavala (Chile), Frank Lyons (Bolivia) and  Andrés Rodríguez (auxiliary Paraguay);  Phil and Rosemary Tadman representing SAMS and pastors and lay people from all parts of the diocese, including the Chaco.

Some comments received:  “The worship was wonderful & there was a strong sense of the Holy Spirit’s presence.”  “It was wonderful to celebrate communion as a big family”.  “During the service Rosie Butler read out a greeting from her father, retired bishop John Ellison. It was a special moment.”  “Bishop Greg preached very well & one of the local newspapers reported his message almost word for word.”

Pray for Peter and his wife Sally as they begin their ministry in Paraguay and settle into such a different culture - For their documentation process.  For safety as they start to drive long distances on bad roads, confusing city traffic and a different side of the road!  For good health as they adjust to living in a very hot, humid climate and with many different insects!  For deepening relationships with the other church leaders and for God’s vision & guidance to Peter in his overall leadership role.

Pray too for the staff and pupils at St. Andrew’s and the Annexe Schools.  There has been a lot of sickness due to the extreme heat and pollution so far this year.

Pray that the break during Holy Week might bring strength and recuperation for everyone.

Pray for Sue Hagaitis as she settles into to her teaching role and a very different lifestyle. Give thanks for her willingness to uproot and serve God in the School & pray for God’s grace to enable her to learn a new language.

Pray for all the preparations for the next EJE weekend  24-26 April.  Pray for all young people who have attended these weekends over many years & give thanks for those who have committed their lives to the Lord.

Pray for  all the many preparations underway for the next EMA weekend. Give thanks for a good response with 20 couples already subscribed. Pray for Miguel & Mirian Greco & the other leaders involved.

Pray for strength for the Chaco church as it faces many challenges & difficulties, both physically & spiritually.  Give thanks & pray for the pastors & lay leaders who faithfully teach God’s word week by week. Pray for more rain to fall in the Chaco & throughout Paraguay. 

Pray for Mission Partners who work with the Chaco churches – Ed & Marie Brice in Bible teaching & preparation of materials for children; Chris Hawksbee alongside the Chaco leaders in the development & use of their land, and for Chris and Alison in their involvement in Zeballos Cue church.   For Tim Curtis & his translation team, Martin, Asuncion & Juan as they faithfully & successfully continue the translation of the Old Testament into the Enxet language.  For Beryl Baker in her medical ministry within the indigenous communities & her Chaco clinic & for the indigenous health auxiliaries, especially Liberato Cabanas.

Pray for the sewing workshops which are now functioning well under Paraguayan leadership, that these may extend and continue to be a support for poorer families in their struggle to provide for their families. Pray for Caroline Gilmour White as she coordinates different projects within the diocese & seeks funds to support them. Pray for David Orritt as he organizes this year’s volunteer programme Mission Paraguay. Give thanks for this expression of Christian love in marginalized areas in the diocese.

Pray for the team ministering in Concepcion – for bishop Andres & Estela & their family; pastor Guillermo & Rosi & their family; Claire Holmes & the team working in children’s ministry & feeding programme started in Barrio Inmaculada; the development of youth ministry (Javier & Myrian are unable to continue at present due to study commitments), Saul & Norma in the indigenous hostel; annexe congregations & lay leaders in San Juan, Tacuati, Yvapovo & Santa Elisa. 
All the city churches & their pastors & lay leaders in Asuncion: Pastors Agustin, Patrick, Jorge, Cefe, & Luis.   For the Esperanza Foster Home; La Puerta drug rehabilitation home; the Diocesan office staff & Diocesan Executive Committee. For children’s ministries & feeding programmes. For the PEPE Preschool. For FEISA & its staff & students & their work in Chaco schools.

For the nation of Paraguay & its President, Fernando Lugo amid much unrest & political pressure.
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