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 Balducho Villafuerte still harvesting 16/08

This report, nearing the end of our agricultural year is shorter but will be more real as I´m using videos to show the progress of the work. My knowledge of editing is limited and no subtitles are available so it´s only if you understand Spanish, (or Wichi Lhamtes in some cases) that you will understand what is being said. Images will speak for themselves.
I would suggest that you contact our Facebook page (Fundacion Siwok) and see the whole list of videos there as I´m uploading all there. 


Due to the coming frosts (in the Chaco forest there are 3-4 frosts a year) all effort was put on Debido a la proximidad de las heladas todo el trabajo en estos tres meses se concentró en desarrollar cultivos intensivos (tomate y pimiento). Pudimos establecer cultivos con cobertura plástica en:
Misión Salim 4
Misión La Esperanza 3
Misión Carboncito 1
Misión Chaqueña 6
Misión La Paloma (Hickmann) 3 TOTAL: 17

Photo left is how the tomato plantations are burnt by the frosts near the Bermejo river where it seldom freezes.  We had late frosts this year but very severe. First one came a day after the Wichi Marathon on the 22nd July and then we had another one the first week in August. 

As they were late most gardens had a chance to harvest. We have 5 still producing and 3 that although hit, they can recover.
 

It´s interesting to note that the 3 greenhouses where there is less experience (Hickmann) but where our extension worker Antonio invested time and we had materials thanks to a special donation, were saved from the frost and are producing well at this moment. . Copy and paste the links below: 
Fernando Molina Hickmann:
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=381652638627162&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater
Fernando Molina in his father´s plot: 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=381595051966254&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater
Rene Segovia´s greenhouse  (Antonio speaks as he coordinated the work) 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=384921884966904&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater




These families in the photos were helped by us with recycled plastic from the farms that have to re roof their large commercial structures. We see now that if we go ahead with this type of production we have to invest more in better structures for the greenhouses. This seems obvious for the 1st world logic but for us with a very small budget we take risks. If the night of the frost they don´t water very well the plants (leaves and all) and close every open area of the plastic, tucking in the outside walls in the earth the tomato will be in grave risk of being lost. If there is no wire to tie the plastic and some wind gets up it opens a hole and wham! you lost 4 months of labour.

Antonio Gomez (here with his nephew) has to have a good plantation and he has… although the night of the frost he never tucked in the north wall and 6 rows of tomatoes were lost. Whoever has tomatoes now can sell at double the price. Mid july they payed around 7U$D now they get U$D15 for a 20kg box of tomatoes. 
You can see Antonio´s crop cutting and pasting below. 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=382875645171528&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater

Another that was able to save the crop was Balducho. You can hear him talk clicking below as he always has something interesting to say. https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=383049148487511&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater

It hurts alot to see our star player Pedro and how his crop got damaged: 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=384919771633782&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater

Another is Landito Espinoza and his crop irrigated with solar power. Here left his grandson with a nice harvest. You can see how the frost treated him clicking below:  
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=384924401633319&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater

The strategy of using wichi rural extension workers and going first to the local leaders is correct. Here Roberto, a neighbor of the Molina family saw what was being done over the fence and asked for help to sow. Now he has his own plot.
In the photo before the sowing you can see an old fan grid hanging on the wall. You will see how it protects plants in the sowing that has been done. What is thrown away in our culture.
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=381598071965952&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater



Here is Roberto with maize growing well and his bird protection device made from old plastic bottles. Birds attack the pumpkin seeds as soon as they sprout. Once the plant has more leaves they don´t like it. Interesting that the wichi carry on sowing mixed crops. All sow pumpkins mixed with the maize as before but now with drip irrigation.



 Here left again we see the bird protection strategy. With the thousand discarded bottles this is easy . we´ll see what happens when the plants grow bigger. 

Clicking below you can see how the crops are layed out and how the bird protection works mixed with the drip irrigation. This is Hickmann. We took spraying equipment so Fernando is very happy with it, trying it out in the second video. 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=387227038069722&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=387231328069293&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater


A very important theme that for sure is going to be in our reports is how we will be planning ahead so that this work can carry  on on it´s own without our support. We are showing the way but can´t do it for ever. We have said we need a year to set up a structure that can be supported either by government or private donors. We are throwing out the nets to different institutions and comercial companies so as to see if they get involved in the rural extension services that the wichi teachers can give. This is new and an example that the system works. 

This is last Mondays front of the local newspaper where they denounce the malnutrition problems of the province. Over 10% kids are malnourished, this is serious and should move institutions to copy what we are doing. 

You have to understand that the owner of the paper (Mr Romero) is competing with the actual governor in elections to be heald in october so he finds all the wrongs. 

Something new on the horizon is that we will be giving agriculture asessment  services to different institutions. Antonio will be going to Potrillo, a big wichi community on the Pilcomayo river 200km away, to teach wichi in 3 nearby communities. His fees will be payed by Pluspetrol, a drilling company which invests in social activities. They also finance the British Hospital´s travel in the Chaco when all doctors come twice a year.
We will be giving also a hand through Anonio with a local NGO Manos Abiertas (Open Hands) in 3 schools near Tartagal. This will mean that the weight to keep Antonio is not 100% on our shoulders and that more communities will be benefiting from the drip irrigation agriculture.
Pepsico, the big multinational, has heard what we are doing and wants to produce agricultural products as part of their social responsibility program. Let´s pray this opportunity can be achieved, it´s not easy as there are many factors that could put a log in the wheel (water availability, envy from feuding families, products that need more space, etc). 

Wichi Marathon 2013 300 runners of all ages had fun on the 21st of July

We were lucky to have the suport of a group of friends that came from the south of Buenos Aires province, over 2000km away!
Here my school friend Ricardo Villar who also gets involved in many good will activities. He organizes rugby matches between Arabs and Jews in Israel and Argentines and Englixh in the Malvinas-Falkland islands. Logo is “Rugby without frontiers”

We had the visit of the Minister of Health of the Salta Province, here left with María and a favourite from Carboncito. Behind is our mobility to take runners to starting line.
Although we had the visit of Dr Heredia we haven´t been able to get anything out of them. We had asked for 200 water tanks for the community.  
Last Monday I have asked to see the governor on these and other policy themes. 
 





Starting line at Carboncito. It seems a stupid activity but the wichi love it and we put them in the limelight, just to show  they exist! 

See this little video of the runners and the cameraman nearly run over!!:

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=385635091562250&set=vb.100003472876345&type=2&theater


Facundo and daughter with first prize seniors. Water tanks are always very useful in the dry Chaco. Nobody has a shower with the wichi as there are no tanks on the roofs. 

Water in the PILCOMAYO
When we started 2 years ago there were 8 unfinished wells in the area we worked form La Puntana to San Luis. Now there are 3 missing and we are pushing government so that they  get them finished. Two in La Puntana are salty and have to be re drilled and Francisco Perez´s pumps now but has no connection to the community.   



Here Palestino at left  with one salty well and Francisco with his unfinished tank behind. 




Insisting that the government officials do their job is a big part of my activities in Salta. I´m famous now in burocrat´s offices because I badger them. This makes me happy as it means somebody gets the message that they have to give a good service to the poorest group of Argentines. 

Here right is another photo of Landito’s grandson showing what can be done with water.
 
Crafts 
We carry on producing crafts for our sister organization in the UK www.siwok.org.uk .
This provides needed income so that the young don´t have to leave the community. 
The training a couple of wichi received in metal work is bearing fruit and we are selling these salad sets now but still only in the country. 


Here two different hand crafts a big column and the same idea but as a salad set. As we sow maize we have to have maize on the crafts below!


We are insisting that the government stop sending this beautifull wood palo santo to China in bulk, without any value added.
 


By some unknown reason Siwok Crafts has  been awarded a prize in the city of Cordoba, centre of the country. It´s a prize presented  in the Industry Museum and given to different producers in Argentina and other South American countries. Here our friend Marcelo Lopez  proud with the prize.


These ducks ready to be packed weigh around 25gr each and generate 20U$D per kg, The lorry here with 27 tons of palo santo off to China could generate U$D540000 in labour for the people!!



Another area where we are needed is in trying to stop the log cutting in the wichi lands. This is very difficult as there are teams of wichi that the only thing they know to do is to cut trees plus the whole economy of the local town is based on wichi wood. The government has to invest in good education that trains the wichi for some useful job. As it is now secondary school is of no use. If I can speak to the governor, medium and long term policy for the wichi will be high in the agenda.

Wichi Painting
This carries on giving work to families. I have been invited to show pictures and give a talk on how this happened in the south of the country in two weeks. We are donating to the local art museum in Salta our collection of Litania Prado´s first paintings. We are sad to part with them but it will mean that the museum will have wichi paintings constantly on show and also they can be sold there which generates needed income. 
Here below Reynaldo at an exhibition in Buenos Aires 


Reynaldo Prado expone en el Regina Pacis
Un pintor wichí trae su tierra y cultura aborigen a una expo
21/08/2013 Con sus obras refleja toda la cultura y forma de vida de su pueblo. Hasta el jueves, los vecinos podrán visitar la muestra.
Reynaldo se está haciendo conocer y acaba de terminar una exposición de pinturas es San Isidro. 
Hay una posibilidad que también esté pintando y mostrando  sus obras en el EMCH 2013 (Encuentro Mundial del Chaco 2013) a realizarse el 21, 22 y 23 de septiembre en el Centro Cultural san Martín. Darle espacios para mostrar la cultura y costumbres abre el camino para que otros wichi se animen a pintar. 



CONCLUSIONS
1. Greenhouses that were done with good amount of wire and plastic resisted the frosts. Those done cheaply didn´t. We are learning.
2. We are starting another sowing season for summer crops (maize, pumpkins, beans, etc). You will see many gardens in next report. 
3. Water availability is high in our agenda. We have to push that 3 unfinished pumps get done. 
4. We have a year to organize a sustainable program for at least 2 wichi rural extension workers.
5. There is a possibility that Pepsico can come and produce in Misión Chaqueña as part of their social responsibility program. This could give good training and jobs.
6. We are trying to get involved with government policy makers so that our experience can be used for long term purposes (education, food production, etc).
7. Sending palo santo wood to China in bulk is tragic. We are not throwing in the towel in that area and we will fight the battle.
8. We are the only ones doing gardens with hunter gatherers so people come to us for assessment and also invite us to talk on how this is done. We hope the exposure wire will mean that we can affect policy. 

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!
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