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SAMS NEWS AND PRAYER




Paraguay
· Pray for Bishop Peter and Sally Bartlett in their ministry. Pray specifically this month for spiritual refreshment and discernment. Remember the Diocesan Synod during early October, the continuing development of healthy churches and an increase in the practice of good discipling. May the Lord’s strategies be put in place for the mission of the church within the Chaco. Finally pray for continued safety, good health and wisdom in the use of time management.                                                                                                                                                                                   

· In Colegio San Andrés pray for Gwen Carlisle, Mags Southern and Hannah Taylor. Pray for Mags as she prepares the secondary pupils for their International GCSE exams which are due to commence soon.  Pray that the pupils will cope with the pressure of the exams and do their best. Pray for Gwen who also has a heavy teaching schedule this year as well as her Head’s duties. Gwen takes a 5th grade English class (10 -11 yr olds) and teaches in pre-school in the morning. Pray that God will give Mags and Gwen the energy and enthusiasm they need. Give thanks for Hannah’s openness and willingness to serve. Pray for Hannah as she considers opportunities for remaining in Paraguay in the year ahead. Pray also for times of rest and spiritual refreshment for all three of them. 
Thank God for all the recent celebrations –for the 40th anniversary of the Annexe School and for the centenary celebrations of the English church. This has been a very special time when people have met together to thank God for all the work that has gone on in His name over many years. 
In late September there was a huge storm in the Asuncion area which was later rated as a small tornado. It ripped through one area of the city, peeling off roofs and knocking things down. A number of people were killed by things falling on them and that area was without water for a day and had no electricity for 3 days. Pray for the families affected.
· Give thanks for the ministry of Claire Holmes. Thank God for the different teams and visitors that have passed through recently. May God bless them as they share their experiences. Thank God for the courage and faithfulness of his people in Concepción who live in the midst of numerous difficulties. Please pray too for God ‘s healing from emotional scars for those people who have been badly hurt in their lives. Pray for success for those who are trying to open their own small scale businesses. Pray that God will show the church in Concepción and Claire personally his priorities. 
Peru                                                                                     
· Thank God for the continued growth in young leaders across the diocese. They are on the frontline of mission to young people, so pray for them. Pray for the diocesan youth leaders retreat 26th-28th October. May God touch and raise up young adults to stand for him through gatherings such as this. Pray for Paul, Sarah and Sophia Tester as a family, especially for Sophia as she grows and develops.
Red Box Project

· Pray for Cecilia at this time now that she has translated the Romance Academy programme into Spanish. Give thanks for the openness of Romance Academy in London who have been very encouraging of this initiative. Pray for Cecilia as she brings the Romance Academy programme to the various schools and groups that she works with. Help her to manage her time, energy and resources effectively. 
· Pray for Fiona who continues working in Bolivia as part of the Red Box Project. Give thanks for Fiona’s openness and willingness to learn. The reports we have received from Bolivia are deeply encouraging.  

FUSION

· Pray for Monica Pedrosa de Almeida from Brazil who arrived into the UK at the end of September. Monica is part of the SAMS FUSION programme and will be serving within the parish of Magheralin in Down & Dromore diocese.  
Northern Argentina
· Pray for Bishop Nick and Catherine Drayson as they help to address present realities and challenges of being church in a diverse and needy area which covers a vast expanse of land . Pray for God’s wisdom and in the midst of challenges, may Nick and Catherine know God’s peace.

· Give thanks for the recent visit by Phil and Rosemary Tadman. Alec Deane who coordinates the “Garden Project” set up to help local Wichi families, met with them and was encouraged by their visit. He was able to take them up to the Mission and from there they visited Hickmann where Alec is trying to develop family agriculture with drip irrigation. Pray for Phil and Rosemary as their trip to Argentina concludes. Thank God for the encouragement they gave to Mission Partners. Pray that Phil and Rosemary will have a renewed vision for the work of SAMS.
Brazil
· Pray for John and Phyllis Logan who are travelling this month to Brazil. The Coleraine couple have been involved in developing social, economic, health and educational projects in Brazil since 1994, working voluntarily for the Mount Horeb Training Centre which is based in Itaperucu ,240 miles SW of Sao Paulo. On this visit they will be updating family histories on sponsored children, assisting in managerial issues in the school and monitoring the projects which  receive external funding. 
Finally

· Pray for the SAMS General Council meeting on 8th October and for all the council members. Pray that God will lead and guide them and that they will be open to hearing God’s voice as they plan for future developments.
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