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Week Tues 1 – Mon 7 Sep Thanksgiving   

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King, His love endures forever                                                     For He is good, He is above all things, His love endures forever, sing praise, sing praise                    With a mighty hand and outstretched arm His love endures forever                                                        For the life that’s been reborn His, love endures forever, sing praise, sing praise                                 Chris Tomlin 

1st Sept Prayer Call: Today a special activity for secondary school pupils of St Andrews College is being led by a group of young people from the 7pm congregation, with Pastor Walter Altare speaking.

Thank you God the Provider, for out of season rain in the Chaco, especially in Makxawaya which has filled the swamp surrounding the community providing much needed water and life.

Thank you God the giver, for the generosity of the members of Mission Paraguay 2009 who gave of themselves, their time, their money and their resources to come and take part in the life of the Anglican church in Paraguay and for the prayers and generosity of many churches and supporters.

Thank you Lord of new beginnings, for the many new initiatives that were started and flourished this winter especially the sewing clubs. Thank you Lord, for the new literacy group in the Chaco.

Thank you Jesus, Lord of the Feast, for the opportunities in many parts of the Anglican Church to celebrate Children’s day, for celebrations which brought much fun, joy and hope to children. 

Thank you Jesus the Master Builder, for buildings built, especially St Matthews church in Rio Verde.

Thank you Lord of life, for your healing touch on Emma’s life, enabling her to recuperates from a severe case of swine flu and for Laura Maidana´s life and your generous gift of healing to her.

Thank you Jesus, the Door, for Sharon McCririe and the various facets of her ministry which offer a door of hope for many to walk through and encounter you Jesus, and your love, acceptance and healing. We pray for all those who come through the doors of our churches each week, especially those who are new or who have not visited for a long time. 

Week Tues 8 – Mon 14 Sep Jesus’ followers are called to be lifelong learners

Some Pharisees asked Jesus' disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and other sinners?"  Jesus heard them and answered, "Healthy people don't need a doctor, but sick people do. Go and learn what the Scriptures mean when they say, 'Instead of offering sacrifices to me, I want you to be merciful to others.' I didn't come to invite good people to be my followers. I came to invite sinners."  Matthew 9:11-13                                  We are thankful for many opportunities to become and continue to be lifelong learners, walking alongside Jesus.

With grateful hearts we pray for this month’s launch of the mobile library scheme for young Christians in the urban Anglican churches in Asunción. Caroline Gilmore White asks us to pray for her as she manages this new initiative and coordinates the lending of a limited stock of popular titles which the young people are most anxious to start borrowing.

 

We pray for the 2 new sewing workshops being set up, to add to the 3 already running, remembering how, when the Israelites made the tabernacle tent, God chose people, filled them with the Holy Spirit, gave them wisdom and technical abilities (Exodus 25) and urged them to teach others. We pray for leaders to emerge who will be able to inspire and teach, and that members of these workshops would learn to work in harmony. In order to become self supporting they need to sell what they sew. 

We pray for +Peter as he plans training for the future which will enable lay leaders and pastors to develop their leadership and ministries.

Paraguay includes many listening cultures and we pray for plans to start a Faith Comes by Listening project involving groups and churches listening to dramatised recordings of the entire New Testament.

God has given us the work of making peace between himself and others and we remember in our prayers this weekend’s EMA Marriage Encounter, praying for the EMA leaders for wisdom, energy, favour with the participants and that for many couples this weekend will bring reconciliation and the start of a new walk with God and each other.

Please pray for your own church and the churches in Asunción that we would be followers of  Jesus and his example, learning to show mercy to those who want to become part of the family of faith, remembering Jesus words that he came to invite sinners.     
We remember in prayer all those who have diligently prepared and trained as counsellors for next week’s evangelistic Festival of Hope that they would be well prepared for the week ahead.  We also pray that many will be receiving invitations to the Festival of Hope and will choose to start following Jesus. 

Week Tues15 – Mon 21 Sep Children and Young People                                                 Prayer Call: Festival of Hope taking place this week in the Expo stadium on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, praying that many will turn to God and find hope for living and that all involved in this event will be granted discernment, gentleness and boldness.

EJE Youth Encounter ask us to pray for:

· wisdom for the Encounter leaders as they finish organising and then lead next weekend´s Encounter 

· the young people who will take part that they will be impacted by God’s love

· support from the parents of the participants

Esperanza foster home please pray for:

· Pedro (with cystic fibrosis) who was moved to an individual foster home 

· 2 year old Alexis who has delayed development and behavioural issues, and 5 siblings in other homes

· wisdom for  progression in the children’s cases, enabling the children to go to their ‘forever home’

· Maria Belén, Elba and siblings Bárbara and Victor continuing to make good development

· home supervisor Teresa, housemother Juana and her helpers: Carmen, Esther, Angela & Adriana

· provision for essential household repairs and the ongoing replacement of much used equipment 

Concepción children´s clubs ask us to pray for:

· over 1000 children who attended the special Children´s Day celebrations last month 

· new children attending groups that they would quickly integrate into the groups and be accepted

· Claire Holmes as she continues to train others such as Zuny, Narcisa, Norma, Adriana & Ana handing over the baton of leadership and for Claire as she prepares to leave Paraguay at the end of this year

Youth Day 21st Sept please pray for:
· all young people across the Diocese of Paraguay giving thanks for their lives and witness

· young people who have grown up in Christian homes that the faith of their parents and grandparents will become alive for them in a personal way

· young people who  are the only Christians in their homes that they will grow firm roots in Christ

· young people facing many difficult personal situations for protection and spiritual growth

Provincial Youth Camp 2010 is to be held in Paraguay and David Greco, Charlie Méndez and Raquel Greco   ask us to pray for:
· preparations to continue to go well and for the organisers as they chose topics 

· the camp to provide opportunities to grow in friendship and fellowship between youth leaders across the Southern Cone Province

· a good response from the Anglican youth in Paraguay 
St Andrews Viva Kidz Club please pray for:

· the team of leaders for energy, laughter and friendship as they lead the children on Saturday mornings

· all the children who get up early on Saturday mornings with great enthusiasm knowing that they are about to have great time at the Club

· every child who attends that as they receive human love and acceptance they will grow closer to God
Week Tues 22 – Mon 28 Sep Prayer for the Church                                                                           Prayer Call: Sat 26 & Sun 27 EJE Youth Encounter Weekend is taking place in Asunción                                                                                
Praying in response to God’s plan – from the Message Ephesians Chapter 3                                                 ‘My task is to bring out in the open and make plain what God , who created all this in the first place, has been doing in secret and behind the scenes all along. Through followers of Jesus like yourselves gathered in churches, this extraordinary plan of God is becoming known and talked about even among the angels!’ Eph 3: 9 + 10       

‘My response it to get down on my knees before the Father, the magnificent Father who parcels out all heavens and earth.’ Eph 3: 14 + 15                                                                                                                          Magnificent Father, as members of your church we chose to respond to your great plan by praying.  We pray for all members of your church in Paraguay and also specifically our own churches, that you would helps us to have hearts that are responsive and that chose to pray for your church and its part in your plan for humanity.  Amen.

I ask him to strengthen you by his Spirit – not a brute strength but a glorious inner strength – that Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him in.’ Eph 3: 16 + 17a                                                                          Father, we pray for all believers in Paraguay that we would be granted a glorious inner strength and experience Christ living is us as we keep opening the door to him and inviting Jesus into our lives. Amen.
‘And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love, you’ll be able to take in with all followers the extravagant dimensions of Christ’s love.’ Eph 3: 17 b                                                                                            Pray for all churches in Paraguay that God’s people will be rooted in his love, and will all grow in their understanding and experience of Christ’s love.  Pray that your own spiritual roots would become stronger.

‘Reach out and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives full in the fullness of God.’ Ephesians 3: 18 + 19                                                                                                       Loving Father, we pray for all believers in Paraguay that we would reach out to you and chose to experience your love, and chose to live full lives – that’s to say lives full of your love. Amen.

‘God can do anything you know - far more than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams.’ Ephesians 3: 20 a                                                                                                                                      Pray that God’s church in Paraguay:                                                                   

· would gain a greater understanding of God’s character and power  

· that God would stop us from trying to keep him in a box or in our pockets!  

· that we would be helped to understand that God’s ability to act in favour of his creation is 


far beyond our wildest dreams

As you reflect on your own struggles and challenges ask God to give you the faith to believe that he will do far more than you have imagined or already asked him to do.

‘He does it not by pushing us around, but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us.’ Eph 3: 20 b                                                                                                                                            Loving Father, we pray for the deep and gentle work of your Spirit in the lives of all believers in Paraguay. Out of this deep work may we transformed, healed and become shining lights to a needy generation. Amen.
Week Tues 29 July – Mon 5 Oct Chaco challenges and opportunities 

Fellowship we pray that the Christians in El Tejano, Palo Blanco and Salazaar would be able to get together for prayer, worship and Bible Study.


Good relationships we pray for the members of the Enxet Old Testament translation team: Tim Curtis, Asunción Rojas, Martín Rojas and Juan Martinez will continue to have relationships with Enxet speaking churches and that it will be possible to involve more Enxet readers in the checking process and that good use would be made of translated texts in Bible studies.

We also pray for blessings to be showered onto the new owner of the land next to the new church in Rio Verde asking God to improve this man´s relationship with church members and bring peace.

Getting connected we pray that it will be possible to link the church in San Carlos to the electricity supply without demands for illegal payments.

Ill health we pray for all those in the Chaco who are receiving hospital treatment and are far away from home and their loved ones, for rapid recoveries and peace of mind, we also pray for many people suffering from influenza and without easy access to medical help and basic medicines. We pray for the future of the Rio Verde health post as the long standing government nurse has been moved to another place to further training and supervision. Beryl Baker is covering at least once a week.

Growing up in Rio Verde we pray for the formation of a local group of children´s leaders to lead activities such as puppets and clowns, and for plans for activities for young people too. 

Chaco Bible Week we pray for the planning and implementation of the next Bible Week for wisdom and discernment regarding topics to be covered. 

Building we pray that St Matthews  new church building in Rio Verde will be finished in reasonable time.

Week Tues 6 – Mon 12 Oct Education

FEISA – St Andrews Training Teachers Transforming Lives                                                                      FEISA underwent a restructuring of people & roles to improve efficiency and cut costs so making it more viable. 

Lord God, we pray for those who have taken on new responsibilities that God will strengthen them in their work. We pray for those who are not continuing with FEISA that they might quickly find new jobs and be strengthened in their faith during this time of personal upheaval. Amen.

Lord Jesus, knowing that you understand leadership we pray for Ana Maria Demestri and Gloria Alvarez and the wider leadership team as they take up the challenge to lead FEISA forward on the path of faith, that they would be given wisdom to make the right decisions. Amen.

Lord Jesus, you drew children to yourself and your ministry as a teacher inspires us. Thank you for the 1st year students back and we ask you to help them in their academic studies. We pray for the 2nd year students, full of enthusiasm after their teaching practices that you will continue to confirm in them their call to be teachers. We pray for the 3rd year students preparing classes, that they would be given diligence and creativity. Amen.

Lord God, we pray for the validation of the certificates and documents of the students, both those doing teacher training and those following the degree programme, in the Ministry of Education and also the Evangelical University. Giving thanks for financial provision at all times, we pray for the FEISA´s administration and for Rupert Parsons that he might have stamina as the year draws to an end and for your wisdom as he prepares the budget for 2010.
St Andrews School: we thank God and pray for Head Teacher Gwen Carlisle in her leadership of the school that she will continue to be given vision, wisdom, strength, good humour as she leads the school in an era when children and young people in Paraguay respond to authority in different ways from their parents.

Let´s thank God and pray for Deputy Head Mags Southern for continued energy and wisdom, and for all other staff including Elaine Black, Caroline Brooks (on maternity leave), Administrator Miriam Greco, Sue Nagaitis, Babs Owen, Rachel Rudman, librarian Linn Tedman, and volunteer Sophie that they will all keep healthy, keeping up energy levels as the school years nears its end and that they may be kept strong in God.

Let´s thank God and pray for all the families of the school as they face the challenges that modern day parenting brings, that relationships between parents and children will flourish.

St Andrews Chacarita Annexe School: we thank God and pray for Head Teacher Victor Santa Cruz, deputy Nilda and SAMS USA missionary Sharon McCririe as they lead and teach children from often very difficult backgrounds in the Chacarita shanty town, praying that God will continue to give them strength, love and firmness as they deal with a wide range of disciplinary issues, and praying that God’s healing love would reach many children and homes. 

Charlie Méndez and Raquel Greco ask us to pray: 

· giving thanks that the testimony of many school students who have done EJE Youth Encounter is opening up opportunities in other schools

· that God will continue to open doors so that the gospel reach many young lives in many schools

· for more links between the 7pm congregation and St Andrews school leading to the potential to influence more young people with the Gospel

· for the Wednesday Bible studies that Charlie leads for St Andrews’ third year students

Week Tues 13 – Mon 19 Oct Anglican Church in Concepcion and greater Asunción

Concepción – Bishop Andrés & Estela ask us to continue to pray for strength in the ministry to children through mid week groups that the groups in Villa Alta, Ramonita, Inmaculada, San Antonia, Orqueta and San Elisa would be blessed with new leaders.  Please pray for +Andrés and Estela for wisdom and discernment in the leadership and pastoral challenges that Saint Paul´s church faces, and for safety for them as they travel to outlying areas and to La Patria in the Chaco.

Redeemer Church and pastor Luis & Regina, ask us to pray for the recently started Wednesday evening men´s Bible study group, that there will be an atmosphere of friendship and companionship, and also for the ladies´ groups which meet on Mondays and Wednesday. Some church members are leaving the area and we pray that they will be able to fit into new situations and churches if necessary.

St John’s Church please pray for pastor Cefe & Ana as Cefe moves towards retirement, and for the church council as they will be taking up the challenge of moving the church forward, especially praying for Luis, Alberto and Javier. The church was very involved in the Festival of Hope and we pray for wisdom in following up the contacts made during the festival.

Members of Emmanuel Church, in Luque are meeting for Sunday morning worship and are planning to pray more as they recognise that there are many challenges ahead, and we pray that God´s presence will continue to bring light to this congregation. We pray for Teo, Lidia and Pedro and the outreach in San Lorenzo.

St Andrews English speaking Chapel, continues to offer a welcoming space for those who want to worship in English and during the last couple of months new people have taken up responsibilities and we pray for all those who have recently moved away and those have recently joined this faith community.
We join St Andrews Cathedral morning congregation & pastor Agustín & Teresa as they pray and encourage for new people to take up responsibilities in the church.

St Andrews 7pm please pray for leaders +Peter & Sally Bartlett for wisdom and clear vision for the future. We also pray for the newer members of the church that they will be enabled to use their gifts and talents.

This month the Diocesan Library has the opportunity to buy some new books, and Caroline Gilmour White (who is grateful for timely help and advice received from library coordinators in other Dioceses) asks us to pray for the wise choosing of books in the right places.

Week Tues 20 – Mon 26 Oct Times and Seasons                                                                                               Everything on earth has its own time and its own season. Ecclesiastes 3:1  
We thank God for his perfect timing, all surpassing love and great mercy.

Pastor Elvio Cabañas has stepped down from his duties as pastor in El Estribo as he takes on a new role as a consultant with the Ministry of Education and we pray that he will exercise godly wisdom in his new role.

Señora Estela Lopez has served FEISA for many years as director and is now retired, and as she has faced many health challenges this year we pray that she will regain strength and be able to adapt to this new phase of her life.

Missionaries Fiona Cooper and Samantha Parsons have both served the staff and students of FEISA during many years, always seeking to do so with excellence and dedication, and we pray that God will guide them in new paths.

Nurse Wendy Power from Wavertree in Liverpool is doing a placement in the Chaco, alongside nurse Beryl Baker, and we pray for her in her desire to serve God outside of England in the area of rural community health, praying that God will keep her safe as she spends time in the Chaco that both she and the Indigenous and Paraguayan people that she will be ministering to will be blessed. 

The Irene family from Bolivia, Ronald & Nicky with Natasha, Tamara & Daniel, are in the process of fundraising to enable them to come as missionaries to serve the Anglican church in Asunción, and we pray for them as they trust God for his financial provision and start to sort out the necessary paper work and the handover of responsibilities in the church in La Paz. 

Mission partner Claire Holmes is preparing to leave Concepción and return to Northern Ireland, we pray for God´s peace and love to surround Claire at this time of leaving and then moving into new opportunities.

In El Estribo in the Chaco, the San Carlos Enxet community has recently been connected to the grid providing electricity and this has caused some problems especially for the young people as the community adjusts to this ‘novelty’, we pray that this resource would bring benefit to the community and the issues that have arisen would be dealt with sensitively and sensibly.

e HhHBy theseventh day God had 
God makes everything happen at the right time. Yet none of us can ever fully understand all he has done, and he puts questions in our minds about the past and the future. Ecclesiastes 3:11

Week Tues 27 – Sat 31 Oct Inspired by Unusual Kindness

As we close this cycle of prayer Gwen Carlisle and Mags Southern share the following inspiring story with us:

Much needed rain brought many serious problems. In the Chacarita a house slipped as the ground moved with so much rain. As the house fell the gas bottle set light to the house and the family were burned and hurt. This family have a daughter and two grandsons in the Annexe School. The little girl in 5th grade fractured her skull but has made a good recovery and the boys suffered burns. The family were all in hospital but had no home to go to anyway. The pupils and parents of St Andrews College and the Annexe School responded with great kindness holding Bring and Buy sales and raising a good sum of money to help the family. Some parents donated building materials to help build a house for them and the man’s workmates are helping to build it. Victor Santa Cruz, the head of the annexe school, insisted it should be built elsewhere, so taking them out of the Chacarita and the precarious living conditions there.

Thank God for his love and mercy towards this family worked out through the unusual kindness of others in the school communities.

Take time to think of the times when you have been showed unusual kindness and be thankful.

Ask God to give you opportunities to show unusual kindness to others and ask Him use you to increase the incidence of unusual kindnesses.

The islanders showed us (St Paul and his shipwrecked companions) unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us because it was raining and cold... they honoured us in many ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed. Acts 28: 2 - 10

Thank you for praying,                

+Peter & Sally Bartlett 

on behalf of the Anglican Church of Paraguay

Iglesia Anglicana Paraguaya, Casilla de Correos 1124, Asunción, Paraguay, South America

peterparaguay@gmail.com               saritabartlett@hotmail.co.uk 

Skype: pjhbartlett



