News from David Orritt, coordinator of Mission Paraguay – 9 July 2009
I have now been here for a week and everything is prepared for the first group of volunteers to arrive.  As I write, they are probable trying to sleep as they fly over the Atlantic having left Heathrow a couple of hours ago.   Jean managed to make contact with them at the airport and everyone had met up together.

I am scheduled to meet them when everyone arrives at 10.10 hrs local time.   Please pray that there are no difficulties at customs as a number of new and used sewing machines are brought for the sewing workshops which we will be assisting with.   As well as the three begun last year through Mission Paraguay, two new workshops are starting this year at Remansito and Zeballos Cue.

Earlier this week, together with missionaries Ed Brice and Chris Hawksbee I visited the Chaco region, where there has been severe drought for much of this year.  Although some rain fell a couple of weeks ago, everything was very dry.   Since my arrival here in Paraguay there has been very heavy rain in Asuncion, the capital, but it had not reached the Rio Verde area where I visited.   Temperatures have varied from 30C down to 12C.   I went to look at some of the work which the August group of volunteers will be involved with, the main project being the completion of the new church building for the Rio Verde congregation.   We also plan to carry out a number of local home improvements and fund the building of a new underground rainwater storage tank to the rear of the new church.   

I returned to Asuncion by bus.   It was crowded with both Indians and Paraguayans and many people were standing.  As I had joined partly along the route, I fully expected to stand for the 5 hours or thereabouts for the journey.  A Paraguayan woman sitting near to me noticed the cross on my Mission Paraguay tee-shirt and entered into a long conversation telling me how God had blessed her and her family, which really tested out by basic Spanish.  She insisted that a couple of young people who were occupying a nearby seat should stand to allow me to sit.  She seemed to be under the impression that I was a priest; at least I think that was the case rather than me being too old to stand for a few hours!!

Yesterday I visited Remansito where we will be undertaking a range of work based on the local church.  This is a very poor area with earth roads, shanty housing, no drainage systems and serious social problems.   Following the heavy rain it was particularly difficult for the people living there.  Many roads were partially flooded, the ditches were overflowing, and while the ducks looked happy, pigs, chickens and dogs were everywhere splashing about.  Quite a number of houses were flooded and these appeared to be the poorer dwellings made of scraps of timber and plastic sheeting.   People in bare feet were trying to dig drainage channels to direct water away - but to where?   There is no national agency here to help in these situations. The church site was flooded but fortunately the water had stopped about 1 metre from the building.   Ramon, a building labourer who has worked with us in the past, lives next to the church; his wife is the caretaker and the whole family are committed Christians.  This year we are able to fund the materials for a small DIY extension to provide an additional bedroom for some of Ramon´s extended family of two adults and two children who have come to live in his already overcrowded home.    Ramon, who has not worked for some time, will be employed to assist with another home extension being funded at Roque Alonso for a family of six people who share one small bedroom.  While at Ramon´s home I was asked to pray over a small girl who was clearly quite ill lying on a bed.    People here continually put their trust in God for everything.     This is just one experience of this country and the people here who speak to your heart every day.

Please pray for the volunteers arriving in Paraguay during the next few weeks, that they will demonstrate His love and that lives will be changed as faith is deepened. 

Blessings,

David

