Good news/Bad News
Leandro.  Walking into a local supermarket {“Extra Bom” or “Extra Good”} a voice called out “Bless me pastor” I looked around to see who it was and was surprised to see a young man smiling at me.  Remember me, Leandro? 10 years ago when I was just 15 years old I was sent to My Father´s House. My family was no longer able to keep me out of trouble, and MFH took care of me until I was back on my feet again. He quickly told me that the faith he had discovered during MFH had not left him and that he was now serving God through the Assemblies of God church. Praise the Lord! May God Bless you richly Leandro, then jokingly, who knows with a wife and family soon !
Cristiano aged 18 was not so lucky. He took part in our first away camp program called “Celebrating Recovery” for those involved in drug abuse. During the camp his childhood faith was renewed and despite having speech difficulties, due to a bullet wound in the throat, he stood up bravely the following Sunday at church to testify to his return to faith. This was almost a year ago. Unfortunately the program does not have sufficient funds yet for a longer term program to ensure full reintegration into society, and we lost contact a little while ago. Then via the grape vine comes  the news. “ Cristiano  has gone, stabbed and stoned to death by a rival drug gang”! 
New figures just published show that despite the media good news concerning the economic growth of Brazil as a new world potential, 40 million Brazilians still live below the UN Poverty line. Siméa and I have been involved with young people who have found themselves in some kind of risk situation now for over 30 years. Is it time to stop? Is there still a need? Should we move on to other things, or begin to take it a bit easier?  I´m sure the apostle Paul didn’t see things that way ! Still much to do, still and even greater need for your prayers as precious lives need to be saved from “risk situations” And that my friend goes for you just as much as it does for me! After all, many of your friends and neighbors are also in a serious risk situation! “For the wages of sin is death” Romans 6 v 23 “but the gift from God, eternal life “is available to all who respond  to respond they first need to know, to hear the good news from someone nearby! 
May God keep us all faithful to His calling
Love and Blessings, Ian and Siméa
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