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We are once again looking at El Saladillo, a 24.000 acre tract of forest-covered land we had initially thought was not suitable. Further assessment has changed that view.  The land is strategic in that it will extend the area protected by the Palmares reserve and link up with two other properties (Palma Chueca and Tortugas) which are being protected by their respective owners. It is also close to Santa Elena, another plot we have been interested in and which the owners are interested in selling.  The owners of Saladillo are keen to see the land protected, and have therefore offered to sell it to us at roughly half its market value. We estimate the price to be in the region of 550.000 pounds sterling (or around 23 pounds per acre). We are now seeking advice on how to go about raising the required funds. 

Bird survey and social networking
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We have successfully conducted a pilot study of birds across two transects (130 km in length) of the Chaco. The selected routes traversed forest and deforested regions. This has allowed us to test the selected method and generate some preliminary results. We are very grateful to Dr. Paul Wright (Cambridge University) for helping us with this initial study. We are also very pleased that Palmares Park Ranger Niceforo Luna was able to undertake the observations for us. His expertise was essential, as most birds in the forest region could only be identified by their song. 
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The travel required for the bird survey allowed us to meet several local residents Niceforo is encouraging to take a proactive approach to protecting their land and its ecology. We came across one case in which local residents had physically stopped a wealthy businessman from fencing and claiming land that was not his. They told us how they stood in the way of the bulldozer that was being used to cut the pathway for the fence, and insisted the machine be removed from the site. We were taken to see the location  where the fenceline was stopped dead in its tracks. 
 Its is precisely this type of local interest and action that we hope we can enourage and support. Local communities represent  what is perhaps one of the last yet probabaly most effective barriers to the wanton destruction of the Chaco by those whose sole interest is to make a quick profit. Communty enagement is something Land for Life will be supporting and encouraging over the coming years, through the provision of educational materials and in facilitating community meetings. 

Other work 
 We are pleased to have had a chapter on the effects of deforestation on indigenous peoples in the Chaco included in a new book edited by Lindy “Luis” Scott, entitled: El Cuidado de La Creación y el Calentamiento  Global (Creation Care and Global Warming) and published by Fundación Kairos. 

Andrew was invited by the National University of Salta to give a talk on the way Salta is evading new legislation that had been aimed at protecting forests. Following his talk he was invited to discuss the matter further on a TV programme and asked to write an article for a magazine published by one of the province´s leading newspapers. 
Andrew has been appointed to represent the Diocese of the Southern Cone (Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay) on the Anglican Communion Environmental Network (ACEN). He has also recently been invited to attend the Lausanne Consultation on Creation Care and the Gospel, to be held in Jamaica at the end of October, something that CMS is supporting. 
Marcelo has taken on contract work with the Environmental Protection Agency in the neighbouring province of Jujuy. The head of this government body is a well respected conservationist, and someone Marcelo has worked with previously. This provides an interesting opportunity to further his contacts, which in turn may be beneficial to our ongoing work. 

Having completed the first year of managing our charity (Fundación Refugio), we can just about say we have learnt the basics of the bureaucracy required to run a charity in this country. It has not been an easy task, and the paperwork has at times driven us mad. We have closed our first financial year and presented all the required documentation to the government.  We are being assisted by a very understanding accountant who is charging a nominal fee for her services. 
Family news
We write these lines just as the girls go back to school after their winter break. We had a week’s holiday in Carlos Paz, a lake-side town not far from where Tomas studies in Cordoba. We are grateful  to God for keeping us safe during travel, as we were involved in an accident with a girl on a motorbike. What could have been a fateful collision was averted, and the girl (and her bike) ended up with little more than a scratch. Tomas has recovered from a cut tendon, and is looking forward to resuming his studies and flying lessons. Cecilia is applying to study Environmental Science in the UK. We are grateful for the fact that she has been considered a home student and the possibility of a grant to cover university fees. 
Prayer Pointers
· Give thanks for the advances we have made in our work. We often feel not much is happening, but looking back realize that we have in fact made significant strides.

· Pray for quick success in raising the sums that would allow Land for Life to acquire the Saladillo plot of land. 
· Pray for the ongoing work with the bird survey. It’s fun, but it is also hard work. There is a lot of travel, much of it off road. 
· Pray for courage as we speak out and publish material that challenges the strong economic and political interests that are behind the drive to deforest the Chaco for soy beans and beef. 
Contact: andrewleake @gmail.com
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Andrew and Niceforo recording birds during the pilot survey





Niceforo showing wildlife photos to a local criollo family





Andrew and two of Niceforo´s six children in La Unión








