News from Daniel & Ellelein Kirk in Gómez Carreño, Viña del Mar, Chile

Dear friends and supporters,

Although we plan to send you a prayer letter at the end of the year, we thought that you might be interested in the first round of Presidential elections here in Chile and of some of our Christmas activities.

Months after we arrived in Chile Michelle Bachelet won the elections on behalf of the Concertación, the left of centre party which has been in power since Pinochet lost the plebiscite of 1988.  She was the first female president of Chile and one of the first in Latin America, and although her term started with problems in the area of education and transport, this year has seen her popularity soaring to around 80%.  This is the highest of any presidential leader at the end of their term and has much to do with the way the Chilean economy has successfully weathered much of the depression the world has seen this year.

Bachelet´s party’s candidate for the next term of 2010-2014 is Eduardo Frei (67) (President from 1994-2000) and he ran against the centre-right millionaire Sebastián Piñera (60) who was defeated by Bachelet last time round, young Marco Enríquez-Ominami (36) (centre-left) and the old socialist Jorge Arrate (68).  The polls had suggested that Piñera would be slightly ahead but would lose on the second round which automatically takes place if no candidate receives more than 50% of the votes straightaway.

The result, on the first count, was that Piñera beat Frei by a surprisingly large amount, some 14% (44.23% to 30.50%). Enríquez-Ominami (19.39%) and Arrate (5.86%) now leave and the fight is up for their votes.  Nearly all of Arrate’s are expected to go to Frei with 40% of Enríquez-Ominami going to Frei and another third going to Piñera which would virtually push him over the line.  One of the local papers said that yesterday was the darkest day for the Concertación in its 20 years of power and although Frei will try and polarize the situation saying that it is a battle between the rich and the poor, those in favour of privatization and those in favour of nationalization, the victimizers and the victims, the authoritarians and the democrats, hoping to echo the plebiscite that marked the rebirth of democracy in Chile, the writing is on the wall.

So Sunday the 17th of January could be a historic day politically in Chile and might be the first time the right has democratically won the national elections in 50 years.  As Piñera’s slogan goes, puro futuro. 
We’d also appreciate prayer for all the end of year activities, especially those next Sunday when the Sunday school leads the morning service with drama and carol singing and with Ellelein giving the Christmas talk and Daniel preaches an evangelistic sermon in an outdoor service (in the little square next to the church flanked by murals that Soul Survivor Harrow painted).  We would both like prayer for speaking clearly, confidently and giving good witness to Christ.  Please also pray for the setting up of prayer groups that we hope that all the congregation will be involved in so that all our plans for next year are not only bathed in prayer but that all members of the congregation will be supporting each other daily before God’s heavenly throne.  

Many happy Christmas blessings and may your NY be as good as ours watching the thousands of fireworks go off along the Pacific coast!

Daniel and Ellelein Kirk working with SAMS in Chile 

Wer nicht liebt Wein, Weib und Gesang
Der bleibt ein Narr sein Leben lang

Luther


