Newsletter from new SAMS (French-based) volunteer Esther German, who left on Thursday 19 March for Argentina
Dear friends,

                            Greetings from Aix-en-Provence!

Most of you know I have been working here for the last 3 months to earn the money I needed to go to Argentina.  I wasn’t able for various reasons to find a ‘normal’ job but God has provided so richly in many ways. Through people in both my churches, I was able to babysit, give French lessons, help with homework and with housework. I was also offered a job doing research in the Archives d’Outre-Mer for an American professor. Many people have also very generously given me money and I therefore find myself preparing for departure with enough money and beyond what I needed for my trip! I have also really enjoyed my time back in Aix, being at home again, spending time with family and friends, attending my home churches, having a lot of learning experiences! 

I start my travels tomorrow evening (19th) – I fly to Frankfurt, spend the night there and then fly to Buenos Aires the following day. So I wanted to tell you a bit more about where I’m going before I leave:

· Argentina is the 8th biggest country in the world. It has a wide variety of climates from tropical in the northernmost tip to arctic in the south. 

· The main language is Spanish although the pronunciation, accent and vocabulary will be very different from Spanish from Spain, which will take some adjustment!

· The dominant religion is roman catholic (roughly 90% nominally, about 20% practising)

· I will be helping out at a Christian orphanage on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, the capital of Argentina (13million). The orphanage is called Hogar El Alba (shelter of the sunrise). This is the website (both in Spanish and English) if you would like to know more : www.hogarelalba.com.ar
· The orphanage is run by a South American couple, Alfredo and Hilda Cittadino, and has links with SAMS (South American Mission Society) which is the English mission I’m going with.

· I’ll stay in the guesthouse of the orphanage with a Swedish girl who’s also volunteering there

· My job description as I know it includes playing with the children, helping them with their homework, organizing and running the Bible Club, taking the children to their medical checkups, helping with household tasks, helping with the administration. I have been informed that this isn’t an exhaustive list!

· So I expect to be kept busy but the directors also insist that they want me to rest too, so it should be a balanced routine. 

· I look forward to exploring Buenos Aires and other parts of Argentina as time allows, and discovering Argentinian ways which I’ve heard include eating 4 times a day, drinking a strange tea called mate and making friendships a priority.
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              THE ORPHANAGE AND THE CHILDREN (FROM THE SITE)

I hope that this gives you a little insight into what the three months will look like for me – at least about as much information as I have at this point! I really appreciate the support each and every one of you have given me as I prepared for this trip. I would be so grateful if you would pray for me during my time in Argentina. As I considered the months to come, I came up with a few things you could pray for:

· Safe travels

· The first few days there – adjusting to the language, the culture and life at the orphanage

· Building friendships

· Keeping healthy + not burning out

· That I would bless the people out there – loving the children, working well

· That I would be receptive to what God wants to teach me, that I would grow closer to Him and let Him work through me

Thank you all so much – you are a great blessing to me and I will be thinking of you from Argentina too! I’d love to hear how I could pray for you too... I’ll keep you updated as best as I can....

God bless!
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