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   Spring is coming very soon, on September 21st.  Praise God, our winter has been very short with very few cold days and quite a lot of warm ones.




   Our Third Year students have now returned from their recent 2 day visit to the Chaco, and it proved to be a very significant learning experience for them.  It’s an annual tradition to visit the Chaco in their final year, and to stay with the families of those students who have come from there to study in FEISA. It’s also a kind of end of Diploma Course celebration! 
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   We travelled 450 kilometres from Asuncion, visiting many educational institutions including an impressive Catholic boarding school for around 600 children aged between 5 and 18 years and several schools for native Indian children. The Mennonites are doing a wonderful educational work in the Chaco, running 53 schools where Indian children are being taught in their own language.  Before our return journey to Asuncion, the father of one of our students gave us an interesting tour of one of the colonies.  We were delighted to have been able to make this visit, as the cost of hiring the bus for such a long journey is very high but the students were so keen to go that they helped to finance most of the cost.


    On returning from the visit, our Third Years began some Physical Education and Art workshops and on September 19th, our First Years will return to their practices with babies and toddlers, while from September 26th, our Second Years will continue their practices with children of 4 and 5 years of age.  As we have mentioned before, we are delighted that many of our students are offered work at the places where they have done their practices. Please pray that especially our Third Years will all have jobs for the new academic year starting in February.

   We want to share with you a testimony of one of our students called Sylvia Verón, who completed her degree course last year and who is now finishing her thesis, which she will defend this autumn.
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“To tell you all my experiences in FEISA would be too long, but I want to say that I am so happy to have studied there and to have got to know my teachers.   From the very beginning, I felt accepted as though in my own family. In FEISA, you feel cared for as a person, and I learnt how you need to fight for your goals and not allow yourself to be beaten.  I particularly remember the time I was allowed to repeat my teaching practice as my mother was gravely ill.  Miss Murphy went to visit me to get to know my situation from first hand and my mother has never forgotten her visit. 

Now I am the Deputy Head and Educational Co-ordinator of an institution that works with children from very poor backgrounds.  It’s called “The Shelter” and we are resposible for 100 children.  It’s incredible what God can do with people like you, who are faithful in doing what He asks of you.  Thank you for giving me this opportunity to give a testimony.”

    Thank you again for your prayers and donations and we are very happy to tell you that our Second year student Lorena now has all her fees covered for this year.  When we told her, she burst into tears and was so thankful to God and to those of you who supported her.  At the moment, her brother is receiving physiotherapy and continues to recover but unfortunately his short term memory has been affected.

    We do ask for special prayer for wisdom as we start working on our 2012 budget next month: the government has recently introduced a new law to provide a pension scheme for teachers working in private institutions. This is very good, but it does mean we shall have to contribute to a higher National Insurance, while seeking to maintain a high level of education within our financial limitations. 

   We are very grateful to David Orrit and his Paraguayan Mission team who visited us in August and brought us some beautiful toys for our toy library, as well as games for very small children, which the students can also use in some of their practices.   Many, many thanks!  Our present needs are for more dolls and also for dressing up clothes for older children of 6 years and over, who often turn up too!
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Toy Library in a Chamacoco Indian school, August 2011.

   As we mentioned last month, we want to tell you a little bit more about us personally, and this month Gloria will share with you about her family. She is a member of the governing council of FEISA and the Academic Co-ordinator.  She also teaches various subjects, both at Diploma and Degree levels.


“Hello.  I am Gloria,  I’m an educational psychologist  and I’ve been teaching in FEISA since its beginnings in 2000.  I’ve always been inspired by children and my first job was to teach about the bible to children aged 4 to 8 years.  I married Juan Pablo Alvarez at 19.  He is a Mathematics teacher at the German College called “Concordia” and we have 2 sons, Sergio Giovanni aged 22, chaplain at my husband’s school, and Diego Fernando aged 16, very studious, with 3 more years of school to go.  Jesus gave my the desires of my heart – a home with 2 sons!  I thank God for my beautiful family, who always support me in all I undertake."

   Finally, we want to encourage you with some words that encourage us: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Philippians 4: 6



Gloria & Ana

Summary For Praise and Prayer

Praise God for an excellent Chaco visit and pray that the final workshops may prove to be very useful.

Pray that all the Third Years may find good jobs for next February. 

Praise God that Lorena’ fees are all covered and pray that her brother may continue to improve. 

Praise God for Silvia’s testimony and pray she may finish her thesis in good time and defend it well.

Praise God for David Orritt and team’s visit and for the joy the toy library brings to many children’s lives.

Pray for the First Years’ teaching practice with babies and toddlers starting on September 19th.

Pray for the Second Years’ teaching practice with 4 and 5 year olds starting on September 26th.

Praise God that at last, teachers in private institutions are going to receive a pension.

Pray for wisdom for 2012’s budget, that the extra National Insurance costs may be covered without having

to sacrifice the quality of education being offered.

Pray for Gloria and Ana in all their many responsibilities in leadership, teaching, and with their families.

Pray for the other teachers as they deliver their classes and help the students to learn.

Pray for the administrative and cleaning personnel in their vital support work.

Training Teachers, Transforming Lives


UK contact: Colin Voutt, Greendown Terrace, 164 Bradford Road, Combe Down, Bath, BA2 5BZ


Tel: 01225 834643 e-mail: Colin@voutt.myzen.co.uk








Dear Praying Friends, 












