
Dear Prayer Partner,

I do hope that you are well.  The year is flying 

in so fast.  I’m really looking forward to 

being at home for Christmas and catching up 

with many of you then.

THE TEAM FROM ANNAGHMORE

Last time I wrote to you, a team from 

Annaghmore Church was about to arrive.  

We had a great time with them.  During 

their time here they were involved with 

‘Children’s Clubs,’ and spent a lot of time 

with the young people which was a great 

encouragement for the youth group.  

They also did sewing with a group of 

ladies and young people, and some 

physiotherapy. They had such a heart to 

serve the church here which made a real 

impact.  We are thankful to God, SAMS, 

the team who came and all those 

who made it possible for them to 

be here.  It reminded me again of 

the Bible verse, ‘ Therefore 

encourage one another and build 

each other up, just as in fact you 

are doing.’

BIBLE CLASSES IN A LOCAL 

SCHOOL

In August we were delighted to 

receive an invitation to teach the Bible at 

a local primary school which has a 

Christian ethos, and we have been going 

there to do weekly Bible classes with the 

younger children.  I always love it when 

opportunities open up to teach God’s 

Word.  The invitation came through a 

teacher at the school, who used to come 

to church and serve in different ways, but 

stopped coming years ago.  She has 

started coming 

back to church 

w i t h  h e r 

husband and 

baby which we 

are delighted 

about.  One of 

t h e  o t h e r 

teachers, Elisa 

also used to 

come to one of 

our ‘Children’s 

Clubs’ and we 

pray for her as 

well.

THE INDIAN SHELTER

Saul and Norma continue to do a fantastic 

job leading the Indian Shelter.  The family 

of a little indigenous girl, ‘Martita’ have 

been staying there for the last 3 months, 

although last week they at least 

temporarily returned to their community.  

Marta came to the attention of the 

authorities on one of the coldest days of 

this year, sitting outside almost frozen 

and with pneumonia.  She is five years 

old and can’t walk since she had 

meningitis a few years ago.  The problem 

is that her parents  both have additional 

needs and in many ways can’t look after 

her, without outside help.  These isn’t 

much in the way social services here so 

there is a lot of uncertainty about what to 

do long term.  Norma spent a lot of time 

with her, looked after her and taught her 

many things and Marta’s face lights up 

when she sees her.  
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THE CHURCH LEADERSHIP TEAM

We had our annual church assembly in 

October.  We will be carrying on for the 

next year as we are, with a leadership 

team led by Ricardo.  We continue to 

pray that the Lord will raise up leaders, as 

we thank him for all those who lead in 

different ways.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The team has started rehearsing for 

Nativity Plays which the children and 

young people of the different annexes 

and groups will present in December.  It 

is always a special time both with the 

children and their families.  It always 

attracts new children as well.  After a few 

years taking part a lot of the children and 

young people can tell the ‘Christmas 

Story’ off by heart and know why it is so 

important.  We pray that God will really 

use these events to draw people closer to 

Him.

There is also a youth camp in Asunción at 

the beginning of February and many of 

our young people are planning to attend  

T h e  c a m p s  a r e  a l w a y s  a  h u g e 

encouragement to the young people and 

it is the prayer of the leaders that they 

will be a real step forward in their 

spiritual growth.  The camp will be 

organised by Esteban Romero and a team 

who work with him.  Many of you know 

Esteban as he spent a year in Ireland with 

SAMS.  He is going to be ordained as 
t h

deacon on the 25  November in 

Asunción. Please pray for him as he 

prepares for the service, and his wife Iris 

and son Manu, and as he continues his 

studies in the Mennonite Theological 

College.

SIMPLY THE 

STORY

W e  d i d  a 

‘Simply the 

S t o r y ’ 

workshop in 

Asunción in 

January.  We 

h a v e  b e e n 

doing some 

f o l l o w  u p 

work there, 

preparing and telling Bible Stories.  We 

hope to be able to do another workshop 

there in the near future to be able to 

develop it more.

POLITICAL UNREST IN CONCEPCIÓN

Concepción is going through some 

political problems at the minute.  Over 

the last four weeks a large crowd of 

people have been demonstrating for the 

resignation of the Lord Mayor and some 

of the local authorities for amongst other 

things selling public buildings which 

they allege was done illegally.  The Lord 

Mayor was under house arrest for a few 

weeks, but that has no longer in place  

Both sides in the dispute have refused to 

back down so we are praying that it will 

be peacefully resolved very soon.

FUTURE PLANS

For a while now I have been thinking and 

praying about the future and how long 

to stay in Paraguay. It hasn’t been an 

easy decision but currently I am 

beginning to tell people here that when I 

come back to Paraguay in February, it 

will be to finish off and to hand things 

over to the believers in local church.  

Although I’m not sure of the exact time 

scale it will probably be around a year.  I 

would appreciate your prayers for this 

process and that the Lord will continue 

to raise up leaders from the local church 

to serve their own people.

Thank you so much for your thoughts and 

prayers, they are so valuable and greatly 

appreciated for the work in  Concepción

and Paraguay.

God bless.

Love

Claire
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