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Casilla 1124,  Asunción,  Paraguay bbakerparaguay@qmail.com
Beryl sends, provisionally, her Christmas greetings, as she may not return to Asuncion from the Chaco before Christmas. The city empties at that time. There are the long summer holidays and the better-off go away on holiday, often to places such as Brazil, to escape what could be the unpleasant heat. In addition the school year finishes, adding to the feeling of a break. Beryl is happy to spend the season with her good friends in the Chaco.


The good news is that the rains have continued to come, turning everything green again. The lung-fish will emerge from the dry river banks into which they have burrowed for the season. Not so welcome will be the snakes, emerging to greet the wetter weather.


 Beryl speaks of her health improving after her time in hospital, but one must be realistic. Since January 2006 she has worked at the clinic without a break. I understand that a “missionary” would spend three years before coming home on furlough for a break. It certainly isn’t all missionaries who spend so much of their time, making themselves available to meet the medical needs of the 18,000  Indians for whom she is the first port of call. Some of them might, it’s sad to say, first consult the witch-doctor.


Most people know that Beryl is the most self-effacing person one would expect to meet. Her privacy is to be maintained. Yet there is a great need for prayer, which requires the broadcasting of some information. Many people know of the predicament that she faces. Any replacement, short or long term, would need to be able to speak Spanish, and preferably the local language, Guarani. That is in addition to having the medical skills, of course.


Good news comes because research has found out that there is a passenger-carrying freighter from Buenos Aries to Britain. This would provide just the sort of relaxed trip for Beryl and with the fare not an issue, she writes in a way that suggests that she still thinks about the trip. Please pray that a means may be found for her to have the necessary recuperation without her considering that this will leave her feeling guilty at what she sees as letting down the needy Indians.

 Len Hollingsworth                                     11.December 2010



