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Beryl’s letter was a very rare one, written at a time when the Internet signal for the Chaco was actually functioning; hence a prompt reply was possible. Beryl’s news has two inter-connected themes this month. As the start of spring appears, the weather is very variable. One day the temperature is 37° and the next day it is 7°. At the time of writing, it was freezing again. In true Beryl manner, she explains at length the effects on Oscar the anteater. After being hauled outside for toilet duties, he bolts for the door, opens it, and is back in bed “like lightning”.


 It is of no surprise, but some concern to us, that this account is followed by Beryl’s state of health, which she describes as “my blood pressure goes crazy with the cold and I’m having to take a lot more medication.” No change there, then. But we must pray especially that the downgrading of her own health while the needs of man and beast around her seem to take precedence will be reversed.


There is good news of Brenda, the sister of Jeremiah, who was so much of a help to Beryl. She is doing a good job, but is terrified of snakes. “Aren’t we all?” adds Beryl, and goes on to describe how on the last hot day she had called Brenda to see one of the anacondas. It was lying in the sun to get its cold blood warm, right at the side of the water in front of the clinic. This would have made it about 50 metres from the house, which was nowhere near enough for Brenda.


There is also an issue very close to Beryl’s heart. The Paraguayan government had passed a zero deforestation law, but there was a great need for them to enforce it. The forces that determine such action, or inaction, are money and the love of money. Only a spiritual breakthrough in the lives of the authorities would make things change, and Beryl reminds us of how frequently her prayer letters have indicated such a need.

 
She writes of big European companies investing large sums of money in the expectation of returns as soon as possible. They have little to do with the Paraguayans, and consider the Indians an obstacle to progress. They even bring their own workmen. Attempts to buy up land are being made in Argentina, so that it will not be destroyed and the Indians’ lifestyle ruined.  Attempts to find oil in the Chaco have been made, but were fruitless.


 If anyone wants to know more, the link is http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-14032060 Beryl has brought up an issue of great concern. If such deforestation results in a substantial decrease in world hunger, the moral issue is finely balanced. But if it alters the balance of nature just so that the well-fed can have another burger for breakfast, it’s no quandary.


 It should surely be a matter for prayer for us all. Beryl has brought it to our attention.

 Thank you for those who regularly pray for all aspects of her life and work.

 Len Hollingsworth



