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A composite of news from Sally Bartlett (wife of the Bishop of Paraguay), Colin Cunliffe (firefighter extraordinaire) and a personal letter from Beryl to us (Len Hollingsworth)

Colin’s contribution emphasises ways in which practical steps can be taken to help Beryl. Despite his humanitarian efforts which now seem almost worldwide, he keeps her very much in mind. He describes how the latest container will include items for her among the predominantly firefighting contents: sewing machines (hand-operated of course), a Workmate, seven suitcases and 21 boxes of assorted medical equipment such as bandages, sheets, blankets,  children’s  clothes, a wheelchair and a Zimmer frame. The items eventually leave from Scotland, which is inconvenient, but the resourceful firemen don’t easily give up and all possibilities are considered.
Sally Bartlett reports on the Blessing Service scheduled for 29 November at St Matthew, Rio Verde, Beryl and Tim’s ‘home church’. Ed and Marie Brice will lead the service and Marie has been approached to provide literacy teaching and sewing guidance at (relatively!) nearby El Estribo.

The contribution of Mission Paraguay in August was to assist in the building of a second water cistern in Rio Verde by hand-dug wells. The ever-present shamen (witch doctors) require their regular mention. A 28 year-old was persuaded by them to cease his TB treatment and paid with his life. The best shamen, reports Beryl, may attempt an uneasy co-existence with her, but others will exploit the readily tapped fear of the evil spirits. Most insidious is when the patient is encouraged for far too long to persevere with shamen’s magic, at a price of course. When s/he eventually turns to Beryl the inevitable death will reflect badly upon the “magic” of the white woman.

In an unusual aside from Beryl, prompted by a remark about Dartford youth on a Saturday evening, she observes “lots of the women around here look as though they are wearing their underwear instead of respectable clothes. The Indians on the whole are very different and most of the Christian girls wear full-length skirts all the time.”

Rain again is desperately needed, with temperatures above 40 as summer approaches and the humidity is like a sauna. Many animals have died or are dying and the ranchers have sold most of their stock.  Rhett’s cattle are doing well because of the hay and the irrigation system that he installed a few years ago. At the next door ranch (very close) most of the animals have been left to die, so the stench along the fence line is terrible. The effect of this on Beryl is predictable.

There is little doubt that Beryl and Wendy Power (volunteer nurse) are working well together, to the benefit of the local people. Wendy is ‘on line’ continually and also has Skype.  Beryl is therefore being dragged into the current age, even if the generation difference means that they don’t equally appreciate Hillsong.

Very recently, writes Beryl, they were delivered from a dangerous and unpleasant experience. With the Toyota fully loaded in Asuncion ready for its return to the Chaco, it refused to start and had to be towed away with its alternator in disgrace. At the very time when they would otherwise have been stopping at Pirahu, halfway (90 miles) between Asuncion and the ranch, this favourite halt, a filling station/restaurant (shown in the later editions of Beryl’s Big Book), was attacked by ten masked raiders.

Hence the need for prayers. Beryl’s regular prayer letter lists in more detail those in real need; this letter looks to broader areas which are nevertheless the practical infrastructure providing the support for the work which goes on at, and is based from, Estancia “El Tejano”, km.335, Trans-Chaco highway.

Len Hollingsworth                       
15 Nov 2009


