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This month brings a melange of sources, from two e-mails from Beryl, together with extracts from Tim Curtis’ informative letter. In them (the former) we learn of two deaths at Makxawaya. The second was that of the best friend of the first victim. Overcome with grief, he committed suicide.

This gave a great deal of work to Tim Curtis, whose frequent trips along the poorly maintained road from Makxawaya to Pozo Colorado have drained his energies.  Most maps of Paraguay will show at least Pozo Colorado, and Makxawaya lies near to the road which diverges to the East, and Brazil.

Let’s rid our minds of our blinkered view of life. Most of us could go, if we really needed it, to a 24-hour supermarket to fetch something on a whim. People near Beryl would take the trouble to go to the “supermarket” in Rio Verde (perhaps 8m. square) for their essentials –soap, shampoo and other cleaning materials, long-life foods. But the great difficulty of travel would limit their purchases. Thus, when the travelling salesmen come to the villages and settlements in their lorries, people are tempted to buy cigarettes, chewing gum, Coca-Cola…. and alcohol. These salesmen, called ‘makateros’ are breaking the law by selling alcohol. The political leaders in Makxawaya have at last banned the sale of alcohol there.

Romualdo Rojas, the Pastoral Assistant there, has travelled to Asuncion to ask the government to enforce the ban. To do so in a country where the population density is 1.1 people per square kilometre is optimistic. But we pray for it. We also pray for rain. Plagues of black locusts have become very prevalent in the past month, eating from the fruit trees near the translation offices. 

Despite Beryl’s ardent support for George Bush, she did not accept his climate-denying views. Changes are getting more extreme and more life-threatening. Next time you complain about the snow, or a temperature of more than 30°, think of the effects of climate change on those whose life is already on a knife-edge.

Ed and Marie Brice are names known to many of you, but Beryl reinforces their fame by describing how they came to  Beryl’s house on the ranch on Good Friday evening, together with almost 30 others,  while Ed and Marie (a brace of Brices?) invited everyone present to turn over their lives to the Lord. Several responded in prayer. Pray also for Hector, with his partner Paula and their 4-month old daughter Merlanie. Hector asked for a Bible and all his workmates got together in the evening to study it. This is where we hope that the famous male “herd instinct” will have beneficial outcomes.

Beryl and Tim report large congregations over the Easter period as their inhabitants return from their workplaces on cattle ranches and Mennonite farms to their homes for the holidays. This is a rather extreme form of commuting.

 The final point from Beryl is that we need to pray for Ruth Cabrera, in charge of all the in-patients at the Indian and Mennonite hospitals. She wants to come to work with Beryl; the disadvantage is financial. Ruth earns “a very large sum of money” – the equivalent of almost £500 a month. There might be an accommodation issue, too, but Beryl is pursuing both matters currently. Meanwhile, this is an opportunity to see if we can go any of the way to fund this undertaking. Beryl has not been given any promise or even indication that this could be not only a way to pacify her conscience in having a break in this country, but even the point at which, as an aircraft preparing for landing many miles away already alters its speed and attitude almost imperceptibly, she eases her way from the great demands she meets at an age when she might be thinking of some respite. 
More later, Len Hollingsworth 12/04/10


