News from John Barnes on the Mission Paraguay short term volunteer team

The Paraguayan part of the team is:

· Elias, who translates and drives for us using the Anglican Church Landrover which may once have been Beryl Baker’s
· Esteban, son of the pastor at Roque Alonso (the neighbourhood where we’re staying)

· another Esteban who also drives for us
· Rose who is the caretaker and lives in a little house opposite the hall

· Sylvia, one of the translators who worships at the Cathedral evening service

· Paula who is studying English, has taught and is also translating for us.
We need lots of the latter and it is a pity that I have never really come
to grips with Spanish in spite of being involved with SAMS all these
years!

The accommodation is basic but very clean, thanks to Rose.  The dormitories are really curtained-off areas separating the male and female bunk beds. The electrical installation would not pass UK regulations (there are no earth sockets nor any earth wiring whatsoever).  Sometimes the girls have felt mild electric shocks when using the shower!  My electrical tools have come into their own already, changing plugs on electric kettles, smoothing irons and a toaster all brought out from the UK.  Pastor Cefe and Ana provide us with a really good meal each evening during the week and generally watch over us all. 

On Saturday we all woke at various times after a good night’s rest to a lovely blue sky, more in keeping with the Paraguay that most folk know and love. We all felt better after a shower, some hot, some cold, depending on which shower they used! After breakfast we he had a general planning session before going over to the church in the Zeballos Cue neighbourhood where the children from the area were bring provided with a free meal (as happens each Saturday).  There is much poverty in the area and this meal is probably the best that the children receive all week. I remember going to this children ‘soup kitchen’ in 2006.

The kids all welcomed us and we sang to them some of the old children’s choruses such as ‘Wide wide as the Ocean’, ‘Jesus loves me, this I know’, accompanied by our accordion and violin!  The Irish girls and ladies really led this well, three of them being teachers!  After this we were asked if we would like a meal, I think from the remainder of the children’s food. It was very tasty!
We said our goodbyes and went to the supermarket to stock up on provisions and various gadgetry, including electrical plugs and plugs for the sinks which seem to have gone walkabout!  We then went over to the church in the San Lorenzo neighbourhood where Teo Rivas, the administrator at the Cathedral, and Pedro, Maria and Lidia have been building up the Christian outreach there for some years. There are plans for a proper church building but at present they worship in the space between two buildings using a wooden hut for shelter when it rains but which is nowhere near big enough to accommodate al the congregation. They now have the land through a donation made and are in the process of clearing the ground before building work can begin.  Do pray for this church, great on faith and outreach but with so little else. Donations are coming in but more is needed. Their water supply is a well in the middle of the plot of land at present.
At San Lorenzo the children were having their activities as usual on a Saturday and sang to us with actions. We repeated our songs that we had sung at Zeballos Cue and they joined in the actions too after a bit of initial instruction from Teo and Pedro. They also provided us with a drink of chocolate. These folk are SO hospitable and generous. They have so little but they are prepared to share what they have with us who at home have so much. We have a lot to learn from them and are so learning! 
To round off the evening we shared a meal with folk connected with this Mission Paraguay 2009.  It was pretty chilly and at one table the folk all had their outdoor warm clothing on, even though we were eating inside.

Blessings 

John

