Suzanne Irvine in Arequipa, Peru writes:

DAY30 (30th September):Ok, overenthusiasm over!Facebook is back in English.I had no idea what the heck was going on! ;) Was invited for lunch at the apartment of a lovely lady from Kazakhstan :) decided to walk there along the beautiful bright blue strip of water on my map...it turned out to be a drainage system! :/ Saw lots of outdoor exercise machines in little parks & even some keen beans doing a keep-fit class between 2main roads :) Saw a yellow bird with orange cheeks sat munching in the grass on my way home :) I love this country :) <><
DAY31:A HUGE thanks to some very wonderful people who were the chaplaincy crew at Ripley!Thanks for the last30days of secret surprises,Bible verses&encouraging messages you made for my hand luggage.I loved them!:DToday I saw the changing of the guard at the government palace&saw downtown Lima turn purple for some purplefest they've got going on.I think it's something about God:)Saw some people making a pavement picture out of coloured dust.Ate chips,rice,salad&apple juice for £1.50!Also ate a pack of"Maiz gigante Inka corn"&saw a bus crash-no injuries:)<><

DAY32:Wowsers!What a day!:DThe sermon in Spanish today was something about foundations&not being able to see them,but them being very important:) Then went for lunch&dancing in the park again,with the locals & my Swiss friend :) 1st I was asked to be photographed by 2 fashion students who liked my"style"ha!Then I got dragged up salsa dancing by an elderly Peruvian gentleman,can't say it took much persuading ;) haha So much fun!! :D I gave the crowds a bit of MC Hammer dancing,to much laughter&applause ;) Good job I'm a woman with no shame!:D I think I will probably be appearing in some Peruvian edition of “funny foreigners and their freaky fashions!” <><
DAY33:Not much to report today. Didn't leave the house! Studied lots & can remember nothing, so that's a good sign :/ Rang & booked myself a tour of the government palace in two weeks :) "You don't get if you don't ask" and all that ;) Ate lots of tasty food today, cooked by Norma (mum of the family), including a freshly made strawberry & banana smoothie for breakfast :) Other people living here are Carlos (the dad); Normita (daughter & soon to be mummy) & her husband Cesar (soon to be daddy); Carlos (the son) & Glorita (teenage daughter)- my Peruvian family :) <><

DAY34:Why is it that the one time I leave the house to go to the supermarket without my camera, bright red birds are taunting me everywhere going,"look at me on a low branch with a lovely coloured background tweet tweet." Grr. Bad birds! ;) And why has facebook gone mad & tried to tag weird things in my pictures! No, I don't want to tag it, it's not a face, it's a curtain! Cretins! ;) My favourite bit of the day is when people keep making noises at me that they think are words :) it's amazing! "Lo siento. No entiendo. Soy inglesa" ;) <><

DAY 35(Wednesday 5th October):News just in! Tomorrow I move to Arequipa! :D Woo! Bring it on!!! Had a meeting today with the very lovely bishop of Peru, who arranged for me to move south tomorrow night :) More exciting adventures ahead! :) Not sure where I'll be living and what the internet situation will be when I get there, so bye for now & speak soon lovely people on the other end of the daily updates from Peru... :) <><

DAY38(Saturday 8th):In Arequipa!Had the most breathtaking 15&a half hour bus ride of my life!:D Left Lima9pm Thursday&woke on the bus6am Friday surrounded by mountains with massive birds soaring overhead!It was absolutely flippin awesome!:D I was glued to the window for the next few hours of the journey taking a million pictures while everyone else slept:)At a hostel now cos I’m homeless, but on Monday I go to the Colca Canyon for a few days to a mission there :)At the dedication of the new orphanage building today,was great to meet some of the kids who will be living there:)<><

ps(I’ve discovered that the village I’m going to is on the lip of a canyon twice as deep as the grand canyon! I’m praying there isn’t an earthquake while I’m standing on the edge looking at the view!)
Day39(Sunday 9th October):At church this morning, a lady who will be made deacon next month, offered her spare room for me to rent :) so when I get back from the canyon, I won’t be homeless any more!Yay! :)

In the Colca Canyon & moving into my new home in Arequipa…

22nd October:I’m still loving Peru!:)Have had no internet access in Arequipa since returning from Cabanaconde in the Colca Canyon,but I'm in Lima for a day!There are no words to describe the awesome experience in the canyon,so I won't even try,but I was helping with a church build by scrubbing plaster drips off walls and floors-I had no skin on my knuckles&blisters on my hands as evidence of good times&I got to eat cactus fruit!:)I've been helping at a school owned by the Diocese of Peru in Arequipa this week.Had to get up at 6am!Never seen that time of day so regularly in my life! I’m such a lightweight, I’m in Bed by 8pm!Some of the kids move into the new orphanage today, so that’s gunna be fun too!:)I can’t keep track of all the blessings cos there are too many to count each day. It’s really extraordinary! I can’t decide whether God’s just increased the daily blessings or whether I was just taking more of them for granted in England!:)All's good, will post more when I can...<><

24th October:I've lost track of what day it is in Peru,but I'll work it out and resume counting my daily blessings soon!:) I left Lima after a brief trip,on Saturday at 5.30pm&travelled on the night bus,getting into Arequipa yesterday at 9.40am!Another bus home, unpacked,then another bus&taxi(with 9 people in it!!!)to school,where I spent the day watching students doing traditional Peruvian dancing at the 11 year anniversary celebration:) The taxi there had the driver,2people in the passenger seat,4 in the back&2 in the boot!Muy peligroso!:/ I got home at 5.30pm last night and slept til 6am today,then got up&handwashed my clothes(no machine) :) <><

DAY54(I think):Got up at 6 o hideous clock in the morning to go to school, where I reminded myself that I don't have a gift with primary age kids, at least not in Spanish! :/ I know how to wipe away drippy little tears from tiny sad cheeks though, so I just did that. Spent some time at the children's home I volunteer in & enjoyed the company of some of the lovely young ladies who live there :) You know you're in Peru when going home on the bus, a man gets on with a massive knife as long as my arm&no-one bats an eyelid;then a grown man wees in the road&you start to wonder whether anyone else even has eyelids! ;) <><

DAY55:My attitude to the altitude - I think they need more oxygen in Arequipa! I get out of breath brushing my teeth. And I have an electric toothbrush! ;) Come on lungs, catch up, you've been here nearly 3 weeks now! Spent a great afternoon with the chicas at the children's home. Teenagers are so fantastic! :D I don't have to speak the same language as them and we can still laugh until our brains fall out :) I was supposed to be helping them study for their English exam tomorrow, and this is why I'm not a teacher, we'd get nothing done! ;) I'm worn out with fun if that's even possible! :) <><

DAY56:I have now been in Peru for 8 weeks!Why is time flying when I never gave it wings?!Had an awesome day :) The whole of secondary at school did an English exam and I got to mark lots of papers :) muahahaha ;) then spent some time teaching English to one of the girls at the children's home.I love how people think that because you speak English you can actually teach it.Error! ;) On the way home,I thought I'd be clever and sit on the opposite side of the bus and learn new landmarks,didn't feel so clever an hour and a half later when I was lost in the middle of nowhere looking down on the lights of Arequipa!Gulp! :/ <><
DAY57:Day off! :)So I went to visit the local market&buy fruits&veg and look at the dead sheep heads ;)It's more than a little bit cool wandering round the stalls looking at weird stuff :)Poor pigs with their heads on display,tongues hanging out& flies sitting on their snouts :/A lady on a stall was holding my hand in amazement at my white skin,which she thought was beautiful ;)Made a stew for tea & learnt the hard way that a pepper in Peru may look like the ones in England,but it burnt my lips off!haha ;)wasn't laughing after I'd chopped it when I rubbed my tired eyes with my spicy fingers :( ouch!Had my 2nd earthquake in Arequipa today too :)<><

DAY 59:Just realised I can't keep track of the date!It's the 29th October today,and since I travelled to Peru on the 1st of September,which has 30days,it's DAY 59 of my Peruvian adventures&not DAY 58! :) What a dweeb ;) Had fun in town today meeting a giant muppet&shopping for a pair of sunglasses for my burnt eyeballs.When the lady in the shop told me the price,I had to pause and work out how much she said,she kept interpreting my puzzled look as her prices being too expensive,so she just kept lowering the price without me saying a word! :) Hooray for my bad Spanish! :) Walking home,I was the bemused "victim" of a pick-pocket attempt. Bless him, he tried, but he had real problems with my zip pockets;)I glared at him through my new sunglasses&he ran away:)Pick-pocket:nil, Suzanne:one:) <><

DAY60:Church in Spanish&no printed words for songs&liturgy-so that was fun :/ Enjoyed the bus ride though:)after the massive knife guy got on the other day,today,it was a guy with a huge hammer,then 1 with a spade,then 1 with a bundle of sticks with nails sticking out of them!:)&these are small buses!Wasn't too keen that the guy with the hammer sat behind me :/gulp.Discovered I have a local "park".It was lovely until I got told I was sat in the wrong place.Silly me, thinking that grass is for sitting on,it's just for looking at apparently!Only the concrete path is for people.Okaaay;)Walked uphill to a shanty town at the foot of the volcano&watched a local football match instead :) <><

DAY61:Saw a man pick his nose&wipe it on a fence,this is why you touch nothing in public!Or wear gloves!;)Saw a lady kitted out for the gym get on the bus for 2stops.Haha.Save your gym money&walk!;)Thought I was in school today,but ended up at a dancing competition with some students,watching a million dances for7&half hours straight!Good bit:seeing a breakdancing chicken:) Bad bit:seeing real chickens tied by their legs and swung around in2dances:( Other bad bit:seeing a ditch with6dead dogs in it as I walked home:( But I guess if we saw England with fresh eyes, we'd see some equally horrid stuff...In a day of contrasts,saw some great costumes in town tonight&had my pic taken with a heart;a clown&a giant guinea pig!:D <><

DAY62:Hello November!:DNo school today for All Saints,so spent the afternoon playing volleyball at the children's home,then penalty shoot-outs with one of the guys:) Great day :) On the way home my heart stopped 3 times! 3rd time as I was waiting to cross the road & a slightly crazy man was standing in the middle of the road with traffic all around him,then he came and stood in front of me & just stared at me,then jabbed his hand towards my face :/ Something I said? ;) 2nd when the busdriver was being fed some disgustingly smelly fish thing on a little spoon by his girlfriend & swerving all over the road!But1st&fave was when I saw smoke coming from one of our volcanoes here,until it moved and I realised it was just a cloud ;) <><

DAY63:Observations today-1)I shouldn't play volleyball cos I'm rubbish! ;) Worse than yesterday cos of my aching shoulders :/ 2)The conductor lady on the bus has really stong arms, cos she spent 15 minutes literally hanging out the door cos the bus was so full! (She would be great at volleyball!) 3)Females in Peru, no matter what shape or size, are only allowed to wear trousers if they've been sprayed on. It's like the law or something ;) I'm sure it's bad for your circulation! 4)I noticed that I didn't see a single other white face everywhere I went today, which explains the staring, but still...didn't anyone ever tell them that it's rude to stare?!I can't help it if my skin is pasty and I'm a foot taller than everyone else ;) <><

DAY64:I confess that the volcanoes are freaking me out since the cloud incident&since I googled that a volcano once wiped out the whole of Arequipa!Gulp! :/ I hate it when my Spanish book talks to me about present indicatives& past participles& indirect object pronouns!!!:( I have no flippin idea what it's saying to me in English, let alone in Spanish!On the plus side, one of the girl's at the chi...ldren's home said she liked learning English with me cos it's fun ;) who needs silly indicaples&particitives :P At school, a year 5 girl gave me a tiny baby starfish for a present :) &when I 1st walked in this morning, a little boy ran up to give me a hug,well he hugged my legs anyway cos he's mini ;) haha :) <><

DAY65:Was so sleepy this morning that I poured a cup of tea all over myself whilst aiming at my mouth :/ I don't think these 6am get-ups agree with me ;) Went to the market today for my weeks dose of veggies and to shop for a birthday pressie for one of the girls at the home, who is 14 on Sunday :) While I was there, an elderly man on a stall asked me whether I liked Peruvians and was I single...I think I'm in there! ;) haha. Made stew for the Peruvian family I'm living with, and decided to give the spicy thing from last week a miss before my tongue falls out with me ;) <><

DAY66:Ok so the novelty has worn off 3things today-handwashing my clothes; being stared at&getting called "gringa" in the street :/ Though at a new(to me) market today saw cages full of guinea pigs for food&baby rabbits for pets :) Saw cows tongues&intestines for food & loads of sheep heads for sheep head soup(apparently) I guess if you're gunna kill an animal,you might as well eat it all!Some of the sheep heads were even smiling about it :/ It's days like this that I'm extra glad to be veggie!Also saw a big fluffy tiger&lion, but they were just pretend :) Happy bonfire night to everyone in England :) No fireworks for me this year :/ boooo ;) Have fun and be safe peeps :) <><
Extra DAY 66:I just saw 3 actual fireworks exploding in the sky! :D Yay! Yay! Yay! Did they come all the way from England?! :D Oh wait...maybe they were volcanoes :/ ...nope, definitely fireworks! :D Happy me :) I got bonfire night after all :) Woop! <><

DAY67:Saw a huge inflatable gorilla walking around a market as I was on the bus :D I want one! Went to the children's home this morning to take pressies for one of the girls who is 14 today,she really liked them,so that was good :) but mine were the only presents so then I was sad :( On the hour bus ride home, saw a man carrying a dead chicken in his hand,no feathers,but it's head was swinging 
around :/ You wouldn't believe how interesting Peru is! ;) I wanted to take photos but it wasn't safe,so I just had to take pictures with my eyes instead :) It's boiling hot here every day,could use prayers for my scorched eyeballs please :) I wear shades and a hat every day but the altitude and proximity to the equator make the UV rays more dangerous apparently :/ <><

DAY68(Monday 7th November):I'm having one of those "I love Peru" days :) It's been so bad...I had to go to school and have fun with the young people & stroke the school dogs, then I had to go to the children's home & start an orange pip fight (which I won by the way!) then I had to teach English to 3 fabulous teenagers whilst laughing my head off & dancing with one of them to "We're off to see the wizard, the wonderful wizard of Oz", then I had to wait for the bus & watch a beautiful pink & orange sunset next to the snow capped mountains/volcanoes. Then I had an actual conversation with a policeman in real life Spanish and everything! What a shocking day! ;) Viva Peru!!! :D <><

p.s.Also saw a car with 3 stickers on pretending to be bullet holes. Why would you want to pretend you've been shot at? It's not even a little bit cool! Good to know that boy racers are the same the world over though eh? ;)
Hope all’s well in England ( You’re all up to date with my news from Peru…<><
