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Dear friends,

Greetings to you all from hot, muggy 
Juarez! Following a dramatic storm last night, 
we are without electricity this morning, but at 
least the temperature in our house has dropped 
to 30°C! 

Family news
We are adjusting to being back in Juarez 

after an unplanned absence. On a trip in late 
6HSWHPEHU��ZH�ZHUH�EULHÁ\�QHDU�D�SODFH�ZLWK�
mobile phone signal, and we received texts and 
then a phone call from our son saying David’s 
father was nearing his end. We arrived home 
(Juarez) on the 29th and David spoke with 
his brother, and their father passed away later 
that night. We felt it was important to return to 
England to be with the family for the funeral on 
20 October, so we went back for a week. It was 
a very long way to go for such a short time, but 
it was well worth it. We will go back to England again in late December in order to be there for 
our son Jonathan’s wedding to Anna-Joy Coulter in Dublin on 2 January!

Chaco trips
We have been on two more visits to groups of Wichí churches, getting to know people 

and issues and encouraging local leaders. One of the zonal pastors is an old man, now going 
deaf, but we were impressed with him. The Wichí love to gather for anniversaries and other 
celebrations which involve services that go on for hours, but Julio’s question is always “Are 

there any results?” Are people growing in 
faith, deciding to follow Jesus or being 
reconciled to Him and the church after a 
time away? By the end of this year we hope 
that we will have visited all 15 zones into 
which the indigenous churches are divided. 
It has been a real privilege to accompany 
the zonal pastors in these trips round their 
RIWHQ�TXLWH�IDU�ÁXQJ�JURXSV�RI�FKXUFKHV��

Mothers’ Union and AMARE
A new initiative for women called 

$0$5(��DIÀOLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�0RWKHUV·�8QLRQ��
has just been launched. Besides standing 
for “Group of Anglican Women Renewed 
in the Spirit”, AMARE means “I will love”, Students at the training course using 

the new Wichi hymnbook
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in response to Jesus’ commandment to love 
God and one another. All the women in the 
Anglican churches will be invited to become 
members, and we hope that it will increase 
WKHLU�FRQÀGHQFH��FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�
service. The membership fee is combined with 
purchase of a t-shirt with the logo, which is 
designed to express reaching up to God, in 
to fellow Christians and out to those outside. 
Now the challenge is to get the teaching, 
membership cards and t-shirts out to the 150 
or so churches! We talked about it at the Wichí 
women’s conference in Rivadavia in September 
and the Toba women’s conference this past 
week, but so far only a few of the leaders have 
had the opportunity to become members. 

Lhatenekhi completed: now the “Liturgia”!
7KH�ÀUVW�������FRSLHV�RI�WKH�QHZ�:LFKL�K\PQERRN�DUH�QHDUO\�VROG�RXW��7KH�VPDOO�SULQW�UXQ�

allowed us to make some corrections for the next 3,000 copies which the printers have started 
delivering to us. One of David’s next tasks is to help complete a revision of the “Liturgia”, as 
it is called here, a book containing the other services the Wichí churches use. The challenge 
is to work out how much innovation to introduce, which services now need to be available in 
6SDQLVK�DV�ZHOO��DQG�ÀQGLQJ�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�JURXS�WR�FKHFN�WKH�UHVXOWV�

Reshaping Christian education within the diocese
:H�LQWURGXFHG�EULHÁ\�ODVW�WLPH�WKH�SUHVHQW�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�WHDP�DQG�PHQWLRQHG�WKH�

ÀQDQFLDO�GLIÀFXOWLHV�IDFLQJ�WKH�GLRFHVH�DW�WKH�PRPHQW��2XU�FROOHDJXH�5HQH�KDV�EHHQ�UXQQLQJ�
annual two-week training courses for new leaders for the past decade. Nearly 90 students 
attended the most recent course in Juarez. The system, however, really needs re-evaluating. 
Some of the more able students cannot attend because of work commitments, others cannot 
get to Juarez because of the distances involved and those who do attend are not always the 
most appropriate ones. Involving the right Wichí pastors in the training process has also been 
GLIÀFXOW��7KH�SUHVHQW�ÀQDQFLDO�FRQVWUDLQWV�DUH�GHPDQGLQJ�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�UHWKLQN�²�LGHDOO\�D�
new system will be one that the church leaders can really own, and that will produce fruit in 
this context. This will be challenging for all involved, especially Rene and David.

Points for praise and prayer:
  Praise for the reception of the new Lhatenekhi, and pray for good progress with the revision 

of the “Liturgia” service book
  Pray for vision for the reshaping of the Christian education programme for the indigenous 

churches
  Praise for the launch of AMARE, and pray for its spread among the congregations
  Give thanks for the 15 zonal pastors who play such a key role in visiting and encouraging 

their groups of churches
  Pray for our family, especially our son Jonathan and Anna-Joy as they prepare for marriage.

This comes with our love and early greetings for Christmas and the New Year!

With our love, and in anticipation of seeing you soon,

David and Shelley

Logo on the AMARE t-shirt


