Dear Friends
There are currently terrible floods in Paraguay and the people there need our
prayers. Thousands of people have been displaced and 100 families from St.
Andrew's Annexe School have been forced out of their homes. Several lives have
been lost around the country of Paraguay.
This was today's news;Report from Paraguay
There are some very distressing reports coming out of Paraguay about the flooding.
It is now a critical situation for people living in the Chaco where it has rained for
months now (extremely unusual). The flooding of the River Paraguay due to heavy
rain in recent months has left some 25,000 displaced indigenous Paraguayans in
critical situations due to lack of food, access to clean water or health care, according
to the president of the National Indigenous Institute.
The Chaco is divided into three regions, The High Chaco in the North, the central
Chaco where most of our Anglican communities are and the Low Chaco in the south,
nearer to the capital, Asuncion.
"The Indigenous institute is not able to serve them all. In the Low Chaco alone we
have 3,150 families forced off their land by the water," said anthropologist Jorge
Servin, who directs the Institute to oversee the fulfilment of the rights of indigenous
peoples in the country.
The people are already poverty-stricken, 76 percent live as hunters or work
temporarily on cattle ranches for part of the year.
"This puts many in a critical situation," admitted the expert. They have no
employment and no food.
Rising rivers by rain in recent months have displaced 240,125 people throughout
Paraguay. In Asuncion 80,060 have lost their homes, according to the National
Emergency Team.
"We are providing what help we can," said Servin, who explained that the
Emergency Team has only one helicopter to serve the entire Chaco region, which
occupies the western half of the country and is where most ethnic diversity is
concentrated.
"The helicopter can carry very little help," he said.
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