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Andrew has been invited to address Salta’s Legislature tomorrow (Wednesday, 11 June). He will be speaking to their Environment Commission, addressing the issue of deforestation. This event has come at a time when we have been extremely busy helping several criollo communities as they seek to protect local forests.
Land for Life (through our local charity Fundación Refugio) has recently received quite a lot of exposure on radio and newspaper (both local and national).  We have recently managed to get the attention of the Minister for the Environment, by denouncing a series of illegal actions undertaken by the government in processing requests for deforestation permits. 
[image: https://fbcdn-sphotos-e-a.akamaihd.net/hphotos-ak-prn2/t1.0-9/10369231_809954625698875_4165145899698280210_n.jpg]As mentioned in our previous communication, we have been involved in supporting the community of Saucelito as they fought to stop bulldozers clearing one of the last patches of forest in their locality. This included several late night communications with government officials. The bulldozers succeeded in clearing some of the land, but not all. This is unlikely to be the end of the story but the deforestation has at least been stopped for the time being.
The picture on the right shows community members (led by Jose Villareal – green waistcoat) negotiating with government authorities to put a stop to the bulldozers.
Land for Life’s exposure may well add pressure, as we are often accompanying communities engaged in struggles with very powerful business interests. We therefore ask that you pray for wisdom and discernment in how we act.
Pray also for Andrew’s presentation tomorrow. We need to speak out on what is not right but also speak the truth ensuring that we have a clear understanding and acceptance of why we do it.  
“The Scripture exhorts us to speak the truth in love. Speak the truth in love. Which means, don’t speak the truth in anger or resentment or with the desire to wound. We need to be careful to check our motives underneath our speaking the truth. We want to be aware of the “why” behind the desire to share something. We want to know that we are speaking the truth with the desire to love, to bless." John Eldredge
Yours in Christ

Andrew and Maria
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