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Thanks

Thank you everybody who has been praying for me over the past three months. The Lord has been amazing in his answers. 

I am now fully recovered from the chest infection that I had over Christmas and the New Year. I managed to visit most of my supporting link churches, even if I was not able to give a Sunday presentation. A big “sorry” to those I could not reach because of the snow. I believe that the Lord was ensuring that I took some rest. I was exhausted at the end of last year. Teachers among you will know how busy a year can be. Our time in UK is so short and it did not help when I fell sick.

Church
It was good to get back into the church here. It was great to see Pastor Ronnie Irene in our congregation and his preaching has been good. 

Bishop Peter and his wife, Sally have arrived back safely from their holiday in the UK.

The Country

Very little has changed politically since I arrived back. President Lugo continues to receive bad press. He was at the Mexican Summit last week and is supporting Argentina in their Malvinas dispute with the British. There is still some fear from many people in the aftermath of the kidnapping of Fidel Zavala. It was wonderful that he was released. There have been reports of other attempted kidnappings, but so far people have been OK. The army continues to search out insurgents.

The worst part of the last month was the heat. It had been extremely hot (40+C) for so long that nothing seemed to cool down, even at night. The electricity Company could not provide enough electricity to keep all the air-conditioners in the country going so we suffered power cuts. Also, artesian water could not be pumped so some went without water. Life has improved this week (so far!). Thankfully we had some rain at the end of last week, which cooled things a little. 

Today is a public holiday!

The Schools

The staff returned to school ten days before the students, in order to prepare for the year ahead. We began with a lovely service in the school hall. Revd Ronnie Irene preached from John 15. He was like a breath of fresh air.

The students arrived back safely from their holidays. Some were very tanned after visits to the beach in Brazil and Uruguay. 

The sixth form arrived by “train” this year, with lots of shouting and noise but no fireworks, for a change.

The whole school attended a service in the Cathedral to begin the year. It was a great time of praise and worship, with good teaching from Pastor Ronnie, Babs Owen and Mags Southern.

The children are taking time to settle down but that is par for the course.

I have been busy checking reading ages. It has been quite surprising. Considering that English is their second language, they are pretty much ‘up to scratch’. It has been encouraging for us and they have been challenged to improve by the end of the year.

This week the fifth and sixth grades attended their annual Christian camp out in the countryside. The rain which arrived on Wednesday did not put them off and they had a great time of fun and Bible input.

There are more Christian camps coming up in the secondary department.

We have some new staff in the English department in secondary. The Lord never lets us down! They all seem to be settling in well. We also have Lara-Clare, a young volunteer from the UK for six months.

SAMS/CMS merger

I am now no longer a SAMS mission partner. As of 1st February SAMS became the Latin America branch of CMS under a new joint entity. I have therefore become a CMS mission partner. You can find all my details on the CMS website at:- http://www.cms-uk.org/latinamerica. You just click on South America on the map and then click on my name. There is lots of information on the site and the Share magazine will still be available. 

Many have asked about donations. Giving will now go through CMS. We have been assured that it will still reach us in South America.

Prayer Points:-

1. Please continue to pray for peace and stability in Paraguay. Pray for the armed forces as they search out members of the Paraguayan people’s Army. Pray for President Lugo and his government to have wisdom.

2. Pray for all the Anglican churches here as the new year gets underway everywhere. Pray especially for the Lent groups. Pray for Pastor Ronnie and his family as they settle in and for Nicky his wife, teaching in our secondary department.

3. Pray for all the children and staff in both St. Andrew’s schools. Please pray for good health and for safety as the annual camps take place.
Linn Tedman, working for the Church Mission Society/LatinAmerica, Watlington Road, Oxford OX4 6BZ


